
2 win Nobel Medicine Prize 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Two scientists, one Australian and 
the other Swiss, were Monday awarded the Nobel Medicine 
Prize For a discovery 23 years ago that gives hope for treat- 
ment of such diseases as cancer, diabetes and AIDS. Aus- 
tralian Peter Doherty, 55, and Swiss Rolf Zinkeroagel, 52, 
received the prestigious award, worth SI. 12 million, for 
joint work at the John Curtin School of Medical Research in 
Canberra, Australia, between 1973 and 1975. “It’s a fantas- 
tic feeling...rm still in a state of shock. It is a tremendous 
recognition." Doherty told Reuters from Memphis. Ten- 
nessee, where he works at a cancer hospital. Mr. Zinker- 
nagel, a graduate student at the time of the find, was delight- 
ed by the award but said it was only the first step. "We know 
so little still that there is enough work, ro keep me busy for 
the coming years and decades." said Mr. Zinkemagel, head 
of Zurich University’s Experimental Immunology Institute. 
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PNA: Israel blocks Internet access 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — The Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) accused Israel on Monday of blocking service 
to the Internet for Palestinians during the flare-up ofvio- 
leoce in the territories late last month. The Palestinian 
Information Ministry said in a statement that Israeli 
authorities “instructed Bezeq, the Israeli stale telephone 
company, to cut off tire territories to prevent access to the 
Internet." It said Palestinians had been using the Internet 
to "inform the world of Israel's illegal activities in 
Jerusalem,” which “Israel did not approve of and did not 
want the world to see, so they cut off access to toe net." 
The statement cited disruptions in sendee to Palestinians 
throughout the violence in late September.. Bezeq, whose- 
telephone lines are used in the territories as in Israel itself 
to access die Internet, denied the charges, saying it "does 
not supply Internet services and therefore cannot cut them 
off” 


Volume 21 Number 6346 


AMMAN TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1996, JUMADA I, 25, 1417 


Price: Jordan 150 Tils 


Police respect for 
public helps 
security — Regent 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Monday visited the head- 
quarters of the police patrol 
units and urged officers to 
double their efforts in serv- 
ing the public. Respect of 
'izeos and dealing with the 
public in a civilised manner 
helps to promote the security 
situation and strengthens 
mutual confidence between 
police and people, he said 
in a short address. 
Strengthened confidence 

will also help enhance the 
rule of the law. said the 
Regent, who paid tribute to 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment for its services. 

25 Hamas members 
freed from prison 

RAMALLAH ( AFP) — The 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) released 25 
political prisoners belonging 
to the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas, Palestin- 
ian security sources said 
Monday. The Hamas mem- 
bers, who had been in prison 
w several months, were 
freed Sunday night, the 
sources said. Hamas sources 
confirmed the release. 
Among those released were 
five out of 10 students from 
Bir Zeit University outside 
Ram all ah, imprisoned since 
February, who the Palestin- 
ian supreme court had 
ordered freed last August. 
The security sources said 
around 20 politic^ prisoners 
remain in Ramaliah prison. 

Hizbollah hits 
Israeli-allied militia. 

SIDON (AFP) — Guerrillas 
of the Iran-backed Hizbol- 
lah militia Monday attacked 
a South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) patrol and position in 
toe South Lebanon border 
k-ne occupied by the SLA’s 
ally, Israel, security sources 
said. The Hizbollah guerril- 
las detonated an explosive 
charge as an SLA militia 
patrol proceeded aioag a 
road linking the villages of 
Aalraan and Deir Siryan 
inside Israel's self-declared 
‘‘security zone,” just north 
of the Jewish state, the 
sources said. A Hizbollah 
source told AFP that “an 
SLA tank was destroyed and 
its crew members were 
killed or wounded." Imme- 
diately afterwards, the guer- 
rillas fired mortars at a mili- 
tia post in A aim an, the secu- 
rity sources said. "The rock- 
ets set the post afire and a 
number of ambulances were 
seen evacuating casualties,'* 
the Hizbollah source said. 
Independent sources did not 
provide information about 
casualties. Israeli artillery 
retaliated by pounding with 
155 mm shells locations 
aff'ng the Litani River as 
weil' as the outskirts of the 
village of Froun. security 
sources said. 

Blasts rock British 
HQ in N. Ireland 

BELFAST lAP) — Two 
explosions rocked the 
British army's headquar- 
ters in northern Ireland on 
Monday, sending up clouds 
of black smoke. Six casual- 
ties — four men and two 
women — suffering from 
head and leg injuries 
arrived at Lagan Valley 
Hospital, James 
Livingstone, hospital 
spokesman said. “Sadly, 
early indications were that 
we could anticipate 
upwards of 20 casualties." 
he said. He could not say if 
they were military or civil- 
ian casualties. The blast 
s£pok homes in Lisburn, a 
town southwest of Belfast. 
Smoke could be seen over 
the heavily fortified army 
installation as ambulances 
headed ro the scene, and 
helicopters hovered over- 
head. 


Palestinians, Israelis seek to salvage peace process 

Netanyahu ‘ready for final status talks ’ after Hebron issue settled; talks at Beit Hanoun continue 

Regent: Jerusalem 
events of grave anxiety 
but also a chance to 
present issue to world 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Mooday he was prepared to 
open stalled final-status 
talks with the Palestinians 
once the issue of the West 
Bank town of Hebron is 
resolved. 

“My central objective is 
to launch final-status nego- 
tiations once we have 
resolved toe question of 
Hebron and other issues,” 
Mr. Netanyahu told a ses- 
sion of the Knesset, Israel's 
parliament. 

“We will be guided by 
the principle that we must 
give the maximum amount 
of freedom to the Palestini- 
ans and toe maximum 
amount of security for 
Israelis,” he said. 

In bis policy speech 
marking the opening of 
parliament's winter ses- 
sion. Mr. Netanyahu 
sharply attacked the Pales- 
tinians. saying they tried to 
use violence as a means to 
pressure Israel. 

“If every crisis and every 
frustration is justification 
for violence, then the 
process is doomed." said 
Mr. Netanyahu, who was 
frequently heckled, by 
Israeli Arab legislators. 

He accused toe Palestini- 
ans of repeatedly violating 
the accords, including by 
opening fire on Israeli sol- 
diers last month, but was 
carefully not to attack 
Yasser Arafat by name. 

He said there was a con- 
sensus in Israel on toe form 
of a final resolution of the 
conflict with the Palestini- 
ans between "both those 
for and against creation of 
a Palestinian state, ruling 
out toe extreme left." 

The prime minister was 
referring to an Israeli 
majority including mem- 
bers of his own right wing 
and toe leftist Labour Party 
which would accept some 
Palestinian entity as long as 
it had no true army and no 
sovereignty in Jerusalem. 

Fmal status talks had a 
single opening session in 
May just before Mr. 
Netanyahu's election but 
they have not been held 
since his victory. 

The talks, which Pales- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Two sisters of Raed Ragheb, a Palestinian policeman who was died on Monday after being wounded in the last wave of dash- 
es with Israeli soldiers at Khan Yanis in the Gaza Strip, mourn daring his funeral (Reuters photo) 


EU wants to help peace 
process politically and 
economically — Spring 


Arafat, Weizman 
hold talks today 


CAIRO (AFP) — Irish 
Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring said here on Mon- 
day that the European 
Union (EU ) wanted to help 
push forward toe Middle 
East peace process “politi- 
cally and economically.*' 

"The message to the 
Israelis is that Europe 
wants to be helpful and 
wants to participate, that it 
wants to see concrete steps 
be taken to implement toe 
peace process,” Mr. Spring 
told reporters after talks 
with Foreign Minister Arar 
Musa. "It wants to be help- 
ful economically and polit- 
ically." 

Mr. Spring's visit to 
Egypt, during which he was 
also to meet President 
Hosni Mubarak, is the last 
leg of a tour of Israel and 


Gaza where he had talks 
with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat. 

“We have emphasised 
that we want to be helpful 
in the process, chat we want 
to see steps taken, concrete 
steps that show the world 
that toe peace process is on- 
track, that there is momen- 
tum in toe peace process 
and I have reflected that 
concern to all toe parties," 
Mr. Spring said. 

"I’ll be hopeful that toe 
negotiations which started 
last evening in Erez can 
now show toe world that 
they have toe capacity to 
move on and to implement 
the actual accords signed” 

(Continued on page 7) 


OCCUPIED Jerusalem 
(AP) — Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman and Yasser 
Arafat are arranging to 
meet in Israel, and the 
Palestinian leader said the 
talks might be held Tues- 
day. 

Israeli media said toe 
meeting would be held in 
Mr. WeLzman’s villa in the 
Mediterranean resort of 
Caesarea in northern Israel. 

It would only be Mr. 
Arafat's second trip to 
Israel since he returned 
from exile to take toe helm 
of toe Palestinian self-rule 
government in the West 
Bank and Gaza strip in July 
1994. 

In November 1995. Mr. 
Arafat secretly visited the 
widow of Yitzhak Rabin to 
express his condolences 
after Rabin's assassination. 


Asked about a possible 
meeting, Mr. Arafat said 
Monday: "I may be meet- 
ing with President Weiz- 
man tomorrow." Mr. Weiz- 
man 's spokeswoman. Batya 
Keinan, had no immediate 
co mme nt 

The meeting would come 
two days after Israelis and 
Palestinians resumed peace 
talks that have been falter- 
ing since toe May election 
victory of Israel’s hardline 
leader. Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

The sides returned to toe 
table following deadly 
dashes between Israeli sol- 
diers and Palestinian police 
in toe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip last month. 

The radio said Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Weizman had dis- 
continued on page 7) 


Aziz says Baghdad 
regained north Iraq 


Qadhafi ’s support of Kurdish state 
sparks political trouble for Erbakan 


BAGHDAD CR) — Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz said on Monday 
that his country's backing 
of its new Kurdish ally had 
regained toe north as part of 
Iraq. 

“Last August's events 
have proved that the north 
with its people is part of 
Iraq,” said Mr. Aziz at the 
opening of a conference for 
Iraqi expatriates living in 
Europe and toe U.S. 

Iraqi troops in late August 
backed rebels of toe Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) led by Masoud 
Barzani against its rivals 
toe Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) led by Jala] 
Talabani. helping Mr. 
Barzani take control over 
Iraqi Kurdistan. The move 
prompted toe United States 
to fire cruise missile 
against Iraq, 

"Without Iraq, the stare of 
Iraq and toe leadership of 
Iraq, its (toe north’s) fate 
would be anarchy, blood- 
shed, destruction and the 
domination of toe foreign- 
er’s control and manipula- 
tion," Mr. Aziz said. 

Mr. Aziz described the 
post- 1991 Gulf war period 
— when Kurds established 
a self-rule autonomy with 


toe help of a U.S.-led air 
protection force — until toe 
KDP's military triumph as 
“years of spending a lot of 
finance in active conspira- 
cies to dismande toe north 
from toe rest of toe coun- 
try." 

Mr. Aziz also harshly 
attacked the United States, 
criticising its missile strikes 
last month against his 
country and blaming it for 
prolonging trade sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

“The unjust embargo... is 
no more an international 
decision issued by toe so 
called international legiti- 
macy. rather it is a stand 
imposed by America on toe 
fU.N.) Security Council.” 
he said. 

The U-N. trade sanctions, 
imposed on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait, include a 
ban on oil exports and 
imports of all goods except 
food and medicine, .for 
which Iraq has no cash to 
pay. 

Last May Iraq signed an 
oii-for-tbod deal with the 
U.N., allowing it partial oil 
sales worth $2 billion every 
six months to buy food and 

(Continued on page 1) 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan’s Islamist foreign poli- 
cy lay in shambles on Monday thanks to an 
untimely outburst by Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Qadhafi 

The opposition urged toe prime minister 
to step down after Colonel Qadhafi 
slammed Turkey's Western leanings and 
treatment of its Kurds at a joint news con- 
ference with Mr. Erbakan in Libya. 

“Mr. Erbakan should return to Turkey 
without wasting any time. He should go 
straight from the airport to Cankaya (pres- 
idential palace) and submit his resignation" 
Anatolian news agency quoted opposition 
leader Mesut Yilmaz as saying. 

Mr. Yilraaz’s Motherland Party (ANAP) 
asked for a parliamentary debate on Mr. 
Erbakan's foreign trips after Col. Qadhafi 
touched Turkey’s rawest nerve by calling 
for a Kurdish state to be formed. 

Mr. Erbakan “has damaged Turkey's 
credibility, trustworthiness and seriousness 
by continuous and persistent foreign policy 
mistakes," the party said in a written 
request to parliament. 

The prime minister. North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) member Turkey's 
first Islamist leader, arrived in outcast state 
Nigeria on Monday, on toe last leg of a con- 
troversial three-country tour including 
Egypt. 

He had defied a warning from Washing- 
ton and advice from his professional diplo- 
mats to stay away from Libya and Nigeria, 
both shunned by the West. 

"Kurdistan should be established" 
Turkey’s Milliyet daily quoted .Col. Qad- 
hafi os saying at Sunday's news confer- 
ence. Mr. Erbakan sat beside the Libyan 
leader in an awkward silence, it said. 


Turkey recalls envoy: 

TURKEY RECALLED its asnfot^clnr-tn 
Libya for taws os. Monday, after -Libyan . 
leader Muamar Qadhafi kvefled . .sharp 
criticisms aga£nst the count ry, toe Foreign 
Ministry said ka ' statement here: ,J 
. “The iltirltisbj ambassador to Tftp^yras 
temporarily called bade to Anfearafor con- 
sultations because of Libyan lead er Qad- 
fcafi's saddening statement** toe statement' 
said, ■« f 

“1 am talking about the Kurdish nation. 
This nation should have its place under the 
Middle Eastern sun,” Col Qadhafi said. 

Turkey, fighting with separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) rebels for toe last 12 
years, cracks down hard on Kurdish nation- 
alism. Advocating a Kurdish state is illegal 
in Turkey. 

The Libya visit was the most serious in a 
string of let-downs for Mr. Erbakan in a bid 
to take the country closer to the Arab and 
Muslim World since coming to office in 
June. 

Baghdad’s military drive into toe Kurdish 
north of Iraq in August put paid to Mr. 
Erbakan's plans for regional security coop- 
eration with neighbours Iran, Iraq and 
Syria. 

“We are not surprised by what hap- 
pened," a Turkish Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial told Reuters, referring to Col. Qadhafi. 

“Some people think that flaunting an 
Islamic identity is enough to have good 
relations with Muslim countries." he said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — While the recent developments in Arab 
East Jerusalem following Israel's opening of a new 
entrance to a controversial tunnel were of grave anxiety to 
Jordan, they also gave toe Kingdom an opportunity to 
address toe issue of toe Holy City to the whole world. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. toe Regent, said 
Monday. 

The Regent, speaking during a visit to the A1 Ra’i news- 
paper. also called for toe setting up of a data bank on all 
issues related to Jerusalem and toe implementation of 
agreements on toe ground. 

“We should establish a data-base information project 
under toe title ‘Jerusalem in toe Conscience',” he said. 

Israel's opening of the new entrance to toe tunnel and toe 
Palestinian-Israeli clashes it triggered were of “grave anx- 
iety” to Jordan, toe Regent said. At the same time, these 
developments “also provided us with an opportunity to 
place die issue (of toe Holy City) in front of the whole 
world,” he said 

The Crown Prince underlined toe importance of gaining 
international support for Arab causes and the Arab identity. 

The Regent also called on toe Jordanian press to com- 
prehensively address national issues and make Jordan a 
centre of knowledge and information base. 

He urged objectivity without excesses in toe media while 
dealing with issues such as unemployment, poverty and 
national aid. 

The Crown Prince emphasised the vital role of the press 
in dealing with toe various dimensions of Arab life. 

“Life changes around us and Jordan is affected by toe 
surroundings and events that toe region faces,” he pointed 
out. “The Kingdom is a home and not a passageway for 
events in toe region. Jordan never deals with any event 

(Continued on page 7) 

Jordan warns against 
renegotiating accords 


By P.V. Vlvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Monday warned against 
any renegotiation of agree- 
ments already reached 
between Israel and toe 
Palestinians and empha- 
sised that immediate focus 
be given to the implemen- 
tation of toe accords and 
resumption of final status 
negotiations. . 

According to Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
Jordan also informed Israel 
of its concern over toe Jew- 
ish state's failure to inform 
the Kingdom of its decision 
to reopen a new entrance to 
a controversial tunnel that 
runs near Islamic holy 
shrines in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The minister, addressing 
a weekly press briefing, 
pointed out that Israel, in 
toe October 1994 peace 
treaty with Jordan, recog- 


nised toe Kingdom's “spe- 
cial role” in toe Islamic 
holy shrines In Arab East 
Jerusalem and, as such, was 
duty-bound to inform 
Amman of any move relat- 
ed to toe shrines. 

“We regret very much 
that Israel did not inform 
us” of toe move to open the 
new entrance to the tunnel 
"despite toe presence in 
Amman of a senior Israeli 
envoy 24 hours before toe 
opening." said Dr. Muash- 
er. 

The minister was refer- 
ring to toe visit to Amman 
of Dore Gold, an advisor to 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, on 
Sept. 23, one day before 
toe opening of toe tunnel 
entrance. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein met with Mr. Gold and 
officials said toe discus- 
sions covered outstanding 

(Continued on page 7) 


Taleban push against 
Masood is stalemated 


GOLBAHAR (Agencies) 
— A Taleban offensive 
against the valley strong- 
hold of Ahmad Shah 
Masood stalled on monday 
after running into resis- 
tance from Afghanistan's 
ousted military chief a few 
hundred metres into toe 
gorge: 

The Talebans urged a 
powerful northern Uzbek 
chief on Monday to stay out 
of their fight with the oust- 
ed government military 
chief and help bring peace 
to a country ravaged by 17 
years of war. 

Acting Foreign Minister 
Mullah Mohammad Ghous 
said it appeared Uzbek 
General Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum was prepared to back 
Mr. Masood, now battling 
to keep Taleban fighters out 
of his Panjsher Valley base 
north of Kabul. 

.The British Broadcasting 


Corporation (BBC) quoted 
Gen. Dostum, who runs six 
northern provinces from 
toe city of Mazar-e-Sharif, 
as saying he would come to 
toe help of any compatriot 
under attack unless the 
Taleban stopped fighting, 
an apparent reference' to 
Mr. Masood. 

“Now it seems that they 
are interested in joining 
together to take action 
against the Taleban. If Gen. 
Dostum realises this aim, it 
will be a great mistake,” 
said Mr. Ghous, whose 
government has said it has 
no quarrel with Gen. Dos- 
tum. 

He called on both Gen. 
Dostum and Mr. Masood to 
accept a* general amnesty 
offer and assured Mr. 
Masood, widely regarded 
as one of the best guerrilla 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Blockade may be eased, 
but Jerusalem remains 
forbidden to Palestinians 


HIZMA. [be West Bank (AF) 
— Mohammad A1 Helou 
recalls the pans of Jerusalem 
be cleaned for 23 years — 
the Old City, Jaffa Road, the 
Jewish neighbourhood of 
Romema. His birth certifi- 
cate is on record in the Holy 
Qty, and he still has money 
in a bank there. 

But be lives in Hizma, a 
Palestinian village about a 
minute's ■ drive ' from 
Jerusalem that is a casualty 
of geography and ideology, 
the two axes of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. 

The 4,000 people here, like 
nearly all Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
are barred from entering a 
city they consider tbeir capi- 
tal. 

Hizma’s exclusion is espe- 
cially poignant, though. It is 
ringed by the red roofs and 
shining stones of growing 
Jewish neighbourhoods built 
in an area occupied in the 
1967 Mideast war but con- 
sidered by Israel to be part of 
Jerusalem. 

Hizma, on the other band, 
was declared part of the West 
Bank, effectively cutting off 
trade, jobs, even ties between 
families that bound the vil- 
lage to Jerusalem for cen- 
turies. 

“We're tike an island in the 
middle of the sea," said Mr. 
Helou, squinting into the sun 
as he points to the five settle- 
ments. “We're surrounded 
on all sides by water." 

Although the Israeli gov- 
ernment is easing a siege that 
prevented travel between 
West Bank towns after last 
week's gun battles, the block- 
ade that forbids Palestinians 
from entering Israel and 
Jerusalem is expected to stay 
in place. 

Israel calls the closure a 
matter, of security. It was 
imposed permanently after a 
suicide bombing by mili- 
tants in January 1995 as part 
of. a plan to separate Pales- 
tinians and Israelis. 

Before that, except during 
short-lived closures, Pales- 
tinians freely crossed into 
Israel and Jerusalem. Many 


Israelis fear restoring that 
freedom would only make it 
easier to cany out more 
attacks. 

But it is transforming the 
life of Palestinians, as well, 
making permanent a divide 
that many hoped peace 
would end. 

Arab East Jerusalem is the 
political and spiritual centre 
of the West Bank. Al Aqsa 
Mosque is one of Islam's 
holiest shrines and the city 
serves as the centre of Pales- 
tinian intellectual life. Its 
businesses still exert influ- 
ence over Arab commerce, 
and Palestinians want it as 
the capital of a future state. 

But to travel there, a Pales- 
tinian must get a travel per- 
mit from the Israeli military, 
which rarely comes, resi- 
dents say. 

Even in quiet times, when 
the closure is eased, no more 
than 60,000 Palestinians 
have been allowed to enter, 
and ooly then with work per- 
mits, Israeli officials say. 

“Peace means that some- 
one is free, there's stability, 
you go where you want. This 
is peace," said Fawaz Irshid, 
a 60-year-old retired villager 
standing in front of a dreary 
grocery store. “But living in 
the middle of a prison, is that 
peace?" 

Three roads leave Hizma, 
one to Ram all ah, one to Jeri- 
cho and one to Jerusalem. 
With the road blocked to 
Jerusalem, the village is 
forced to forge ties — how- 
ever, reluctantly — with 
more-distant Ramallah. one 
of the main towns under 
Palestinian self-rule. 

But the ties to Jerusalem 
persist Peeling posters from 
Palestinian elections in Janu- 
ary advertise candidates from 
the “constituency of 
Jerusalem." ’Die telephone 
prefix is Jerusalem, not 
Ramallah. 

To get papers for a pass- 
port, villagers must go to 
East Jerusalem. Land deeds - 
and other records remain 
there. 

“I was a son of Jerusalem. 

1 don't know Ramallah." Mr. 


Helou said. 

Throughout the West Bank, 
only parts of which are under 
Palestinian rule, forbidding 
travel to Jerusalem makes for 
everything from petty incon- 
veniences to different rou- 
tines. 

Bethlehem and Ramallah 
are separated by 20 kilome- 
tres through Jerusalem. But 
with the closure, it's now an 
hour's drive along a stom- 
ach-churning, winding road 
that goes deep into the West 
Bank along a route known as 
“the Valley of Fire." 

Three Israeli checkpoints 
interrupt the trip through the 
West Bank's soft hills and 
along its crumbling stone ter- 
races. 

At each stop, Palestinians 
turn over their orange identi- 
ty cards to soldiers. Some- 
times they are forced to get 
oul Often, the driver is 
ordered to open the trunk for 
soldiers to search. 

“It’s just a short way to 
Jerusalem, but we go like 
this, and we go like that." 
said 70-year-old Ali Deck, 
waving his hand in semicir- 
cles “This is forbidden and 
that's permitted." 

“By foot it takes an hour," 
he said, pointing to the city's 
skyline from the taxi's win- 
dow. “And by car it takes an 
hour." 

Keeping off limits Al Aqsa 
Mosque is particularly trou- 
bling to Palestinians like Mr. 
Deek, a Muslim who is fond 
of quoting the Koran. 

The explosion of violence 
that followed the opening of 
an archaeological tunnel near 
the compound was in part a 
reflection of Palestinians’ 
sense that they are losing a 
say over the city. 

It mirrors a claustrophobia 
and disappointment felt 
everywhere. "When there 
was no peace it was better." . 
said Abdul Majid, a 27-year- 
old in Hizma. “During the 
uprising, I could go straight 
to Jerusalem and work with- 
out any problem. 

“Now. most of us here just 
play cards,” he said. 
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An Israeli army paratrooper holds his assault rifle behind a sandbag position in Hebron as 
some Jewish children watch on Monday after Israel on Sunday lifted a curfew ou the Pales- 
tinians living in the town during last month’s clashes (Reuters photo) 


EgyptAir 
hijacker 
sentenced 
in U.S. 

WASHINGTON (R) — A 
U.S. federal judge on Mon- 
day sentenced Lebanese- 
born Palestinian Omar 
Mohammad Ali Rezaq to life 
in prison for the^l9S5 hijack- 
ing of an EgyptAir Athens- 
Cairo flight in which 58 peo- 
ple were killed. 

Calling the crime “heinous 
and cold-blooded.” Federal 
Judge Royce Lam berth said 
he would recommend that 
Rezaq. 3S. never win parole. 
Rezaq was .a member of the 
Abu Nidal group. 

Judge Lamberth also 
ordered Rezaq to pay 
$264,000 in compensation to 
some of the victims' families. 

In a statement to the judge, 
Rezaq said he did not believe 
be was a bad man and he was 
nor bom to kill. “I ask God to 
bless all those people. 1 ask 
God to make peace in my 
country. I ask God for peace 


UAE reports 144,979 
illegal workers have left 


DUBAI (R) — More than 
144,000 illegal workers 
have left the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) ahead of a 
new law cracking down on 
unlawful foreign labour, an 
Interior Ministry 

spokesman said on Mon- 
day. 

The spokesman, quoted 
by the official news agency 
WAM, said that 144,979 
illegal workers had left the 
UAE by Sunday night 

He urged all other illegal 
workers to leave by the end 
of October, the deadline the 
government had set for ille- 
gal aliens to leave or 
legalise their stay. 

The original two- month 
amnesty period had expired 
at the end of September, but 
the government extended it 
to give the workers more 
time to organise their 
departure and find seats on 
congested aircraft and 
ships. 

UAE officials had esti- 
mated that some 140,000 
illegal workers will depart 


during the three-month 
amnesty. Diplomats say as 
many as 200.000 could 
leave by the end of October. 

The government has said 
illegal aliens are a threat to 
the UAE’s security. 

Thousands of foreign 
workers — primarily from 
the Indian subcontinent but 
also from Southeast Asia 
— have been rushing to 
leave the UAE by plane and 
ship to avoid tough penal- 
ties when the new law takes 
effect on November 1 . 

If they are caught after 
the deadline, they face pun- 
ishment including fines, 
prison terms and deporta- 
tion. 

Foreigners make up about 
75 per cent of the 2.4 mil- 
lion population in the small 
Gulf Arab state. Many 
came to the Gulf legally, 
but broke the law by failing 
to leave when their visas 
expired or working for 
employees other than their 
sponsors. 


Olmert agrees to have immunity lifted j 

TEL AVTV CAP) — Ehud Olmert. the Israeli mayor of 
Jerusalem and a member of parliament from the governing 
Likud Party, agreed Monday to have his parliament^ 
immunity lifted, clearing the way for his prosecution. 
Olmert has denied any wrongdoing in connection with a 
financial scandal dating back to 1988. Municipality 
spokeswoman Jill Holtzman said the mayor, through bh 
lawyer Yigal Amen, told the parliamentary house commit, 
tee, which deals with procedural matters, that he would 
agree to have the immunity removed. Attoroey-Geoeiai 
Michael Ben-Yair said in June that he would prosecute Me 
Olmert for suspected involvement in creating false receipts 
and other misdeeds during the Likud Party’s election cam- 
paign eight years ago, when Mr. Olmert was party treasur- 
er. Mr. Olmert has said that he did not guide, instructor ini. 
date any action aimed at disguising contributions to Likud. 

‘Two Iranians killed in Kuwaiti jail’ 

KUWAIT (R) — Two Iranians were killed and 13 oiher 
prisoners were wounded in a clash in a Kuwaiti prison, 
the Arab Times reported on Monday. It quoted sources 
close to the central prison as saying that guns were used 
in the Sunday night clash between prisoners belonging to 
Kuwait's Mutairi tribe and Iranian inmates. Interior Min- 
istry and Farwaniya Hospital officials denied late on Sun- 
day that such a clash had happened. “This is a rumour^ 
Nothing happened," a hospital official told Reuters as 'a 
man lying on a stretcher was taken to the emergency unit 
surrounded by heavily armed officers. Reporters were 
asked to leave the hospital. A man claiming to be a pris- 
oner with access to a mobile telephone told Reuters ear- 
lier on Monday that the clash erupted in the narcotics 
ward. He said Kuwaiti inmates attacked the Iranian pris- 
oners on Sunday night following tension the previous day 
between the two groups. 

Greenpeace says Lebanon bars its ship 

BEIRUT (R) — Greenpeace said on Monday Lebanon had 
refused entry to one of its ships but a government minister 
said he had only expressed reservations about the planned 
visit. “Authorities in Beirut have denied permissioa for a 
Greenpeace ship to visit Lebanon. No official reason was 
given,” Greenpeace Mediterranean spokesman Fouad Ham- 
dan said in a statement. The Arctic Sunrise carrying envi- 
ronmental activists was set to arrive on Thursday fix: six 
days to spread awareness on ecological issues in Lebanon 
and the Mediterranean. Mr. Hamdan said. “Environment 
Minister Pierre Pharaon told us during a meeting on Sept 
24 that he will use all his powers to prevent the ship’s visit 
The minister blamed Greenpeace for raising, during the pg 
two years, the issue of Italian toxic waste in Lebanon ” ME 
Hamdan added. However, Mr. Pharaon told Reuters by tele- 
phone he bad expressed reservations about Arctic Sunrise's 
visit but he could not take the decision to bar its entry. T 
don't trust their (Greenpeace's; position towards Lebanon 
because they have a negative stand. Therefore I expressed 
my reservations on the ship's visit I don't know bow to deal 
with them, we agree on things and then they change their 
minds,” Mr. Pharaon said 
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the head at point-blank range, 
killing two women whose 
autopsy pictures the prosecu- 
tor pointed to as he asked Mr. 
Lamberth for the maximum 
sentence. 


Ciller asks Demirel if Islamic government worries him 


ANKARA (AP) — Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller said 
Sunday she has asked 
Turkey’s president whether 
he believes the Islamic-led 
government has been 
pulling the country from its 
secular traditions. 

Mrs. Ciller told reporters 
after meeting with Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel 
that she submitted a letter 
to him over the issue. 

“If he has any concerns 
that this government’s prac- 
tices overshadows Turkey’s 
secular and democratic 
characteristics. I told him to 
relay them to us immediate- 
ly," Mrs. Ciller said 
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She said she assured Mr. 
Demirel that if he had any 
concerns, the government 
would look into the matter 
with “utmost sensitivity.” 

Islamic-led Welfare Party 
came to power in a coali- 
tion government with Mrs. 
Ciller's smaller centre-right 
party in June. 

Welfare's past anti-West- 
ern and anti-NATO cam- 
paign rhetoric which also 
called for an Islamic union 
had been irritating factors 
for the country’s secular 
majority. Although Welfare 
adopted a milder tone after 
coming to power, its sup- 
porters did not moderate 


their objectives. 

They held a demonstra- 
tion calling for a strict 
Islamic rule in Ankara on 
Friday. 

Additionally, Prime Min- 
ister Necmettin Erbakan’s 
first foreign trip to Iran in 
August and his current visit 
to Libya caused controver- 
sy at home and abroad 

The military, which is the 
country’s self-appointed 
guarantor of the secular 
system. also remains 
uneasy. 

Top commanders have 
issued statements to reaf- 
firm their commitment to 
protect the country's mod- 


em reforms. 

It led to speculation that 
the army would not tolerate 
Welfare’s reign much 
longer and step in. The mil- 
itary have staged coups 
three times since 1960. The 
latest one in 1980 was also 
partly as a result of a rise in 
Islamic radicalism. 

But Turkey's chief of staff 
issued a' statement on Sun- 
day to condemn such 
reports in the media. 

“The Turkish armed 
forces... will continue to 
stay outside domestic poli- 
tics,” the statement said. 


BEIRUT (R) — Amber found 
in the mountains of Lebanon 
has been confirmed as the 
oldest in the world dating 
back 125 million years and 
insects trapped in it could 
lead to new scientific 
advances, a Lebanese scien- 
tist said on Monday. 

The amber contains insects, 
some of them now extinct 
and plants for older than 
those found in Baltic amber 
which dates back 35 million 
years. Professor Georges 
Tohme. head of Lebanon’s 
National Council for Scien- 
tific research told Reuters. 

Amber is a hard yellowish 
to brownish translucent fossil 
resin valued throughout his- 
tory for making ornaments 
such as beads and necklaces. 
It sometimes contains insects 
and plants trapped inside 
before the resin hardened 
millions of years ago. 

Prof. Tohme said teams of 
Lebanese and French scien- 


tists had been set up to study 
the insects in the amber, 
whose age was confirmed by 
French scientists earlier this 
year. 

Some remains of plants 
were also trapped in the 
amber. “This might be the 
first thread to understanding 
the beginnings of plants with 
flowers," Prof. Tohme said. 

A Lebanese university stu- 
dent named Dany Azar 
sparked the discovery when 
he collected thousands of tiny 
samples of Lebanese amber 
and took them with him when 
he went to study in Paris in 
1989. 

Mr. Azar’s French profes- 
sors took interest in the sam- 
ples and they told Lebanese 
authorities earlier this year 
that studies at the Universite 
de Paris Sud in Orsay con- 
cluded that the amber dated 
back 125 million years. 

“Polish. Russian and Baltic 
amber were believed to be the 
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CHURCHES 

$L Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffieb.Tel.810740 
Assemblies of God Church 


TeL 632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St, Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL St 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteowfogy. 

Under the effect of a cold air 
mass expected to affect the 
Kingdom, temperatures win 


drop becoming 4-5 degrees 
centigrade below average. It will 
be relatively cold, portly cloudy, 
with winds westerly moderate 
to active. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate to active 
and seas calm. 

Amman*.......... 1 2/24 

Aqaba — _ 18/31 

Deserts 10/30 

Jordan Valley 19/3J 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 32 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 43 percent, 
Aqaba 41 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Ihsluq 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim ..... 
Dr. YYafiq Qaddiuni ...... 

De Babjat Bader 

Ferdows pharmacy .... 
Al Asema pharmacy 
Al Salam pharmacy ... 
Yacoub pharmacy .... 
Shmeisani pharmacy . 
Nairoukh pharmacy .. 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBED: 

Dc Ghazi Ta’amneh .. 
Al Quds pharmacy .... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawj 


....757253 

-830432 

....893542 

-832642 

..778336 

-637055 

-636730 

..644945 

..637660 

..623672 

..847632 

..250080 


.985445 


Khalifeh pharmacy 9854 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Dept — 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade — .617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police - 896390 

Public Security Department 

- -630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ....010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .„.7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority. 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- 815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 0S- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 


HOSPITALS 

.AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

: 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani —60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 
AI Ahli, Abdali .......664 1 64/6 

Italian, AI-Muhaj reen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Marfca 89161 1/15 

Queen - Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983523 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(091900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

— (09)990990 

ERBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

-(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 


(02)247100 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:00 Damascus (RJ) 

07:15™ Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 .Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:20 - -Beirut (RJ) 

09--35 Muscat, Dubai fRJ) 

13:15 Sharm Al Sheikh. Aqaba 
(add) (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16 JO London (RJ) 

16:40 -Frankfurt (RJ) 

17 JS Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

09:50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:40 London (BA) 

09:15 Cain? (MS) 

13:00 .: .Munich (TP) 

15:00 RomelAZ) 

18:25 .....Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

18:35 Amsterdam (XL) 

19:20 London (BA) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

20*250 Aden(fY) 

23:55 — Bucharest (RO) 

02:00 Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

08:50 — Aqaba (RW) 

18:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:35 .. ...Beirut (RJ) 


most ancient insectified resin 
dating back to the jurassic 
age some 35 million years 
ago. Now it has been estab- 
lished that the Lebanese, 
which is 125 million years 
old. is the oldest." Prof. 
Tohme said. 

The insects trapped in Mr. 
Azar’s amber are of “excep- 
tional freshness" and belong 
to extinct species, Michel 
Solignac, a professor of 
genetics and evolution, told 
Prof. Tohme in a letter dated 
July 8, 1996. 

Prof. Tohme declined to 
identify the site where the 
amber was found, saying it 
had to be protected. 

Study of the insects could 
help lead to a new under- 
standing of the history and 
evolution of insects, which 
make up 90 per cent of all liv- 
ing beings. Prof. Tohme said. 

The insects trapped inside 
offered scientists the chance 
lo study ancient DNA which 

08:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

09:10 Sharm Al Sheikh (add) 
(RJ) 

11:00 -..Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

11:10 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

IW5 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 

12:15 — Cairo fRJ) 

12-J0 ...-.Brussels, London (RJ) 

20:10 Lamaca fRJ; 

20:20 Jeddah fRJ) 

20:45 — — Damascus (RJ) 

21:20 _Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
21:30 — -™~—Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:15 London (BA) 

10:15,— Cairo (MS) 

14:45 Munich (YP) 

16:00 Rome (AZ) 

19:25 Dubai (EK) 

19:45 Kuwait (KL) 

- — Aden (IY) 

-Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 - -Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 —Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:00 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
(RW) ^ 

1930 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
proceeding to QAIA) (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 ajn. every 


is essential to the science of 
genetical engineering. Study 
of the insects themselves 
could help taxonomy, the sci- 
ence of ranking living beings. 

“We have agreed to create 
two teams of eight memben 
each. The French will study 
the ancient DNA in parasiti- 
cal insects," Prof. Tohfie 
said. 

"This would increase onr 
understanding of biodiversi- 
ty’. It is important to under- 
stand how living beings have 
evolved, how one cdl 
evolved into billions of 
diverse cells," be added. 

The Lebanese team is hop- 
ing to establish that social 
insects existed 125 million 
years ago. 

“It has been scientifically 
proved so far that ants, which 
are social insects, lived in tie 
jurassic age. The study was 
conducted by a Harvard pro- 
fessor in New Jersey," lW. 
Tohme said. 


Monday 

Arc Damascus 5:00 pjn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 a® 
every Sunday 

Arc A mman 5:00 pan. CTH? 
Sunday 


Vpper/lower price in fils per kg. 
Apple. ... 700/5W 

Banana __a»» 

Banana (muk hammar ) -42QM2P 

Banana (imported) 83ft*® 0 

Cabbage. 12078 

Carrot.-. 28IIM 8 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (large) -ISO# 

Cucumber (small) 320/170 

Eggplant JZ40/14* 

Garlic .7 00^58 

Grapes. 500/350 

Lemon 3 80/2^ 

Marrow (large) 22tW5® 

Marrow (s mall ) 

Mulukhiah 1 70/10° j 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) T 

Okra 



U-\/rai( 




Minister 


thoeohii, 


Pear 

Pea. 

*.600#* 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) „ 

MOggl 

....... 

Pomegranate 


Spinach. 



String Bean .78PJ 

Tomato ..JffilJ 
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MINISTER RETURNS HOME: Prime Minister Abdui Karim Kabariti 
Monday returned borne after accompanying His Majesty King Hussein to last 
week s peace process summit in Washington. Mr. Kabariti was received at Queen 
Aba International Airport by Minister of Higher Education Abdullah Ensour and 
other senior officials (Petra photo! 

Minister returns home with 
fresh teacher-training ideas 
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AMMAN (Petra ) — Minis- 
ter of Education Munther 
Masri. returned to Amman 
Mondhy after attending an 
international conference on 
education in Geneva and 
sommarised the conference 
as directed towards attract- 
ing young people to teach- 
ing professions. 

Programmes which hon- 
our prominent teachers, 
promote the use of modem 
technology in education as 
well as exchanges among 
teachers and students at 
national' and international 
levels should be encour- 
aged as delineated by rec- 
ommendations, said the 
minister. 

He said that the authori- 
ties responsible for educa- 
tion have been called on to 
enlist the help of teachers in 
preparing school curricula, 
conducting research pro- 
grammes. and exchanging 
-ideas on pe da gogical meth- 

Mn l "it: 


He said that the confer- 
ence recommended reacher 
promotions, institutional 
training and for those 
invested in educational 
research, he urged 
exchanges of expertise and 
information at the regional 
level. 

The minister further said 
that the conference issued a 
declaration stressing die 
need for involving teachers 
in the process of education- 
al reform and emphasised 
the need for maintaining 
advanced teacher-training 
to better deal with modem 
educational challenges. 

He said the conference 
called for special attention 
and support to be accorded 
to teachers working under 
difficult conditions and in 
destitute or remote areas or 
those facing armed con- 
flicts and social unrest. 

The minister appealed to 
various authorities and 
CQ^pijiercial, . jhfprtnational . 


m 


and other sectors to back 
the teachers* efforts. 

Dr. Masri said that the 
participants in the 
international conference 
held a roundtable meeting, 
attended by representatives 
of non-governmental 
organisations to discuss the 
impact of social changes 
and modem technology on 
teacher performance. 

The meeting was spon- 
sored by the United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
l UNESCO - ) and underlined 
die importance of teacher 
participation in educational 
reform in their respective 
countries. 

Accompanying the minis- 
ter on the week-long meet- 
ing in Geneva were two 
senior Ministry of Educa- 
tion officials responsible 
for teacher-training pro- 
grammes.. K- * .*)■«. T »f - 
fij a is it - * -a a : 


A! Azraq Health Centre opens 


• AMMAN { Petra) — Minister of Health Aref Bataineh Sunday inaugurated the AJ Azraq 

: : Comprehensive Health Centre. The centre is founded on a 40 dunum plot and offers pub- 

' f“ ^ lie health care, maternal care and paediatrics, dentistry and other services. 

Ministry cracks down on child labour 

,-. v AMMAN (Petral — Minister of Labour Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh Monday issued a I 
memorandum for all ministry' inspectors calling on them ro fine every employer who 
hires people under sixteen years of age. 

r . r : Minister prepares for winter season 

AMMAN (Petra l — Minister of the Interior Awad Khleifac Monday requested that gov- 
ernors form emergency teams in preparation of the coming winter season. The minister 
asked them io coordinate youth centres, dubs and schools and to provide sufficient 
' equipment for any emergency cases. 

r V Chocolate factory seized 

: AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Supply staled that its inspectors seized a chocolate 

: factory in Abu AJanda, south of Amman, in violation of the ministry’s instructions not to 

use powdered milk. The factory owner will be referred to court . 
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Z: **°*-“[ FILM 

* * “Psycho” at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:30 p.m. 


CONCERT 

* Performance by A1 Hammnah Band a| the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pan. 

SEMINARS AND LECTURES 

* Seminar entitled “From the Muse to.the Marketplace^ at the University of Jordan, 

English Language Department at IOiOO aan. . 

^ffikaission on^The Literary Scene in the United States"’ at the Jordanian Writers 

*Lectore^ on "The Conditions of Water in the Middle East and Fumre Prospecte” by 
Dr. Wfesam Al Hashimi at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabai Amman at 6:00 
pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

♦"Amman Sixth International Book Exhibition* at the International Exhibition Cen- 
exhibition by Samira Abdul Wahab at Bafadna Art Gallery, 

S Cultural . 29 

* “The Kflh One-Dimension Exhibition by several artists at Ab ad Art GaUeri, 

i Mecca Street (lib 862105J, until Oct 10 * Basketry exhibition fwitha vanely of 
i furniture mixed with bastetryl at Jordan Design and TVade Centre, 

^n^.r ^^id^onat'terat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh tinduding ceramic 
scmK bv Ver^ TiTmi. photographs of Jordanian tillages by Ammar Kham- 
Sf^frte by contemporao Arab artists, a mosaic exhibition, and others;, until 

Oct. 8. 
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Bureaucratic efficiency, corruption 
come under government scrutiny 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is seriously pursuing 
efforts to raise administra- 
tive efficiency, but achiev- 
ing the goal is not on easy 
task because it needs time 
as well as a well-charted 
approach supported by 
strong legislation and 
enforcement, a cabinet min- 
ister said Monday. 

Minister of Administra- 
tive Reform Kama! Nasser 
also said increasing the 
stiffness of penalties in cor- 
ruption cases was one of the 
key options available to the 
government, which has 
made the elimination of 
official corruption one of its 
priorities. 

Mr. Nasser, addressing a 
weekly press ' briefing 
arranged by the Ministry of 
Information, called on the 
media to support the effort 
to raise bureaucratic effi- 
ciency and fight corruption. 

He said he was seeking 
the help of Jordan Televi- 
sion which could air citi- 
zens experiences in dealing 
with bureaucrats and Lhus 
bring the message home to 
all concerned. 

Such public exposures, he 


Population 
awareness 
highlit in 
seminar 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Dele- 
gates representing health 
ministries, from six Arab 
countries, _have_ .started -ja 
three-week training seminar 
la Arnraart^n, modern ways 
of planning, executing and 
evaluating population 
information communica- 
tion. 

The seminar has been 
organised by the Ministry 
of Health in conjunction 
with the Johns Hopkins 
University and the National 
Population Commission. 

"Programmes in educa- 
tion. information, and com- 
munication which are sci- 
entifically planned and 
based on field work can 
play an important role in 
increasing public awareness 
in matters related to popula- 
tion problems and family 
health as well as in encour- 
aging family planning so as 
to help improve living con- 
ditions," said Health Min- 
ster Aref Bataineh at the 
opening session. 

A total of 26 delegates 
from Jordan. Egypt, Syria 
and Morocco are taking 
part in the meeting which 
will review computer pro- 
grammes prepared by the 
university in population 
awareness and family 
health programmes. 


noted, will discourage the 
general tendency of civil 
servants to take it easy on 
their jobs. 

The minister openly 
referred to the serious short- 
comings in services offered 
by civil servants as well as 
the typical indifference and 
delays that many encounter 
while dealing with govern- 
ment departments. 

“Some of them openly tell 
the public, ‘come back after 
a week, and if you don't 
like it then you can file a 
complaint against nieY* 
said Mr. Nasser. While it is 
a serious problem, he 
added, the government 
hands were tied simply 
because the rules and regu- 
lations governing the civil 
service do not allow serious 
action against the con- 
cerned official. 

“We need effective legis- 
lation and strict enforce- 
ment of regulations as well 
as more leeway for the min- 
isters concerned," said Mr. 
Nasser, adding that 
inquiries into misbehaviour 
and inefficiency of civil ser- 
vants posed bureaucratic 
delays in themselves. 

*’We need change," ihe 
minister emphasised. 
"Change is inevitable, but it 


should not be limited to one 
aspect but should be com- 
prehensive and cover every- 
thing that has to do with 
public administration in 
Jordan.” 

“This is going to take time 
and needs a comprehensive 
approach supported by 
updated laws which are 
strictly enforced without 
discrimination," he added. 

According to Mr. Nasser, 
the Kabariti government 
has made progress in its 
fight against corruption but 
more needs to be done. He 
was referring to the nearly 
100 cases of corruption 
investigated and referred to 
courts by the security 
authorities. Dozens of other 
cases are under- investiga- 
tion. 

"This government is fully 
committed to its pledge tu 
fight corruption and is 
engaged in serious efforts to 
fulfil that pledge” said Mr. 
Nasser, referring to the pol- 
icy programme presented to 
Parliament by the govern- 
ment when iL took office 
and secured a vote of confi- 
dence from the legislature 
early this year. 

Mr. Nasser, a veteran 
lawyer who served as presi- 
dent 1 of the Jordan Bar 


Association before joining 
the government, defined 
corruption as “use of office 
for personal gains” and as 
"overlooking rules and reg- 
ulations while performing 
official duties.” 

"Corruption is not a phe- 
nomenon limited ro Jordan; 
it is present everywhere in 
the Third World." said Mr. 
Nasser, adding that it could 
take various forms depend- 
ing on the nature of die 
country and government. 

"For us in Jordan, raising 
the cost of corruption is one 
key option as a deterrent." 
he said, noting that more 
often than not officials 
found to have accepted 
bribes were fined an 
amount equal to the bribe 
and a jail term. 

“I propose a ten-fold 
increase in the fine.” said 
Mr. Nasser. For instance, he 
said, if an official is found 
to have taken a bribe of JD 
LOCK), then the fine he 
would face in a court of law 
should be JD 10,000. 

Mr. Nasser said he was 
trying, along with his col- 
leagues in the Council of 
Ministers, to bring about 
amendments to the legisla- 
tion. He did not say whether 
the efforts had achieved any 


concrete progress. 

In general, administrative 
reform in Jordan L three- 
pronged. said the minister. 
The first prong aims at rais- 
ing the efficiency or' the 
administrative system, par- 
ticularly the civil sen ice. 
the second is addressing the 
"human element" in terms 
of planning ahead in coordi- 
nation with all other min- 
istries and departments con- 
cerned. and the third is 
human resource develop- 
ment. 

Addressing the “human 
element." rite minister 
explained, is partly related 
to the government's plans to 
privatise state-owned enti- 
ties. ”Ji is clear that privati- 
sation of state entities will, 
sooner or later, lead to elim- 
ination of extra staff' and 
the government is closely 
studying various options to 
address the resulting prob- 
lems. he said. 

Hi n resources devel- 
*' essentially means 
.v . . .g the workforce to 
meet the demands of Jordan 
rather than trying tu meet 
the employment require- 
ments of the thousands of 
graduates aimed out by the 
Kingdom's universities. 


Defence team files withdrawal 
in Bay’at Al Imam case 


By Raua Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN. — The 
defence team, in the 
ease of 13 men; some of 
them -accused of sabo- 
tage, Monday withdrew 
from the case after the 
State Security Court 
deferred its verdict and 
recalled witnesses to 
testify. 

Presiding Judge 
Yousef Faouri said the 
court decided to call 
two explosive experts. 
Captain AJi Ensour and 
Captain Jafaar Jamil 
Abdul Rahim, to the 
witness stand. 

“To ensure justice in 
this case, the court 
decided to call on these 
two experts to clarify 
some matters" Judge 
Faouri said. 

Attorney Mazin 
Ersheidat. speaking on 
behalf of the other six 
appointed defence 
lawyers, told the court 
that the defence team 
decided to withdraw 
from the case as the 
court asked Capt. 
Ensour to clarify issues 
that had not been raised. 

“We want to register 
our withdrawal because 
we feel that we cannot 


defend our clients upon 
the court’s decision" 
Mr. Ersheidat said. 

The remaining six. 
attorneys, 'appointed by ■ 
the Jordan Bar Associa- 
tion' f JB A K L ' when, regis- 
tered their'- withdrawal 
include Abdul Ghafar 
Abu Khalaf, Issara 
Yassin, Faisal Batayneh. 
Ahmad Sheikh Salem. 
Mohammad Silawi. and 
Mohammad Hanousb. 

Judge Faouri rejected 
their “withdrawal on the 
grounds that the case 
was in its final stages. 

Captain Ali Ensour 
w ! as called to testify on 
the effect of mixing 
three substances (oxy“ 
pen water, acetone and 
lemon salt) and to con- 
firm or deny that these 
substances can form 
explosive material. 

The prosecution has 
charged that these sub- 
stances were found al 
the third defendant 
Mustafa Hassan Musa’s 
home. 

Moreover, the coun 
also asked the prosecu- 
tion of the whereabouts 
of two hand-grenades 
which the prosecution 
had mentioned in its 


charge sheet but never 
introduced in court. 

“The court viewed 
only., to four. ..handr. 
grenades while. the 
charge sheeLstatedi six":. 
Judge Faouri said. 

The military prosecu- 
tor explained that the 
missing hand-prenades, 
were destroyed by an 
explosive expert. 

The defence protested 
the addition of the 
explanation to the case 
because the prosecution 
had already presented 
its evidence and dosing 
arguments. 

The court rejected 
their plea and decided to 
accept the statement. 

Attorney Ersheidat 
told the Jordan Times, 
following the conclu- 
sion of the three-hour 
court session, that the 
attorneys were insisting 
on their decision to 
withdraw from the case. 

*'We are going to reg- 
ister an official with- 
drawal at the union." he 
said. 

He said that the court 
“cannot accommodate 
the prosecution’s mis- 
takes. it should maintain 
a balanced position." 

The defendants, 
known bv their affilia- 


tion name as Bay’at Al 
Imam, are charged with 
slander . against His 
.Majesty .«Kjjag.- Hussein. 

• jUega^.-jw^ftision and 
manufacturing of explo- 
sive-: maientote. If con- 
victed.’ some of the 
group's 13 members 
might face the death 
penalty. 

Some of the group’s 
members had repeatedly 
rejected the appoint- 
ment of attorneys to 
defend them in the past, 
charging that they did 
not " believe in' the 
court's justice system. 

But in January, the 
group accepted' the 
court ruling to appoint 
seven attorneys for their 
defense in the case. 

According to the 
charge sheet, the group 
followers believe them- 
selves to be the only 
“true followers" of the 
Islamic faith and do not 
attend mosque prayers. 
The group was appre- 
hended before it could 
carry out any attacks. 

Presidins Judge ! 
Yousef Faouri post- 
poned the case until 
Oct. 20 to hear the two 
explosive expens. 


Art and culture get a boost at Yarmouk University 


IRBID ( Petra J — A three- 
day conference regarding 
contemporary Arab art 
Monday opened at 
Yarmouk University in 
Irbid with the participa- 
tion of thirty teachers and 
specialists from seven 
Arab countries. 

Deputising for Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 
HRH Princess Rajwah 
Bint Ali, attended the 
opening ceremony which 
was attended by YarmouJc 
University President Mar- 
wan Kamal and a number 
of participants who out- 
lined the importance of 
increasing art apprecia- 
tion among the Arab pub- 
lic. 

Dr. Kamal voiced his 
hope that such a meeting 
could contribute to 
national endeavours in 
enriching the cultural her- 
itage of the Arab World. 

The meeting also serves 
as a forum for highlight- 
ing the Arab art research 
boosting art movements 



Deputising for Her Majesty Queen Noon, HRH Princess Rajwah Bint Ali Monday 
inspects one of the showpieces in a contemporary Arab art seminar at Yarmouk 
University (Petra photo) 


in the Arab world, he said. 

Dean of the Faculty of 
Culture and Arts Shadia 
Tell expressed optimism 
that the gathering would 
become an annual event 
attended by increasing 
numbers of artist groups. 

She said that the meet- 
ing is being attended by 
artists from Syria. 
Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Iraq, and Jordan who will 
discuss a range of con- 
temporary art topics as 
well as the importance of 
artistic and cultural edu- 
cation and the history of 
Arab arts. 

After the opening cere- 
mony, Princes Rajwah 
inaugurated an exhibition 
at the university organised 
by a number of artists dis- 
playing paintings depict- 
ing natural scenery and 
the general environment 
of the Arab World. 
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Clinton, Dole clash in 1st debate 

Polls show Clinton came out on top 


HARTFORD. Conn, (R) — 
-President Bill Clinton and 
Republican challenger Bob 
Dole clashed Sunday in a 
debate that seemed unlikely 
to derail Mr. Clinton's drive 
for a second four-year term 
in the White House. 

Sen. Dole attacked Mr. 
Clinton for having a weak 
foreign policy, raising taxes 
at home and failing to stop 
rising drug abuse, while the 
president defended his 
record, telling Americans 
they were better off than 
four years ago. 

Opinion polls conducted 
immediately after the 90- 
minute debate showed that 
Mr. Clinton came out on 
top. though -the public found 
Sen. Dole had performed 
better than expected. 

Sen. Dole entered the 
debate* facing the formida- 
ble task of denting Mr. Clin- 
ton's armour while promot- 
ing himself as a credible 
alternative. Mr. Clinton’s 
job was simpler Protect his 
wide lead in the public 
opinion polls while avoid- 
ing gaffes. 

“There was nothing very 
bis here. It was closer to a 


draw than anything else, 
and a draw helps Clinton,’' 
said David Bird sell, an 
expert on presidential de- 
bates with Baruch College 
in New York. 

Sen. Dole did produce 
many of the better lines and 
showed a quick wit, but Mr. 
Clinton stuck doggedly to 
his message that he was the 
better man to lead America 
into the 2 1 st century. 

Sen. Dole responded: “I 
want a bridge to the future 
but I also want a bridge to 
the truth. We have to tell the 
truth. And the truth is, 
there’s a lot wrong in Ame- 
rica. We need a strong eco- 
nomic package. We need a 
tax cut. We need a $5,000 
child credit. We’ll have that 
soon." 

Standing side by side, the 
73-year-old Dole, tanned 
but tense, contrasted with 
the dearly younger and'per- 
petually smiling Clinton. 

Both • campaigns sent 
scores of aides to brief the 
press, each side arguing that 
their man was the -victor. 
But snap polls by three TV 
networks all declared Mr. 
Clinton the winner. 


An ABC poll showed that 
both candidates appeared to 
benefit modestly from their 
showing in the debate, with 
Mr. Clinton’s support rising 
to 55 per cent from 51 per 
cent and Sen. Dole's back- 
ing inching to 41 per cent 
from 40 per cent. 

Support for Reform Party 
candidate Ross Perot, who 
was excluded from the 
debate, dipped to two per 
cent from five per cent in 
the ABC poll. 

The debate was the first of 
two the candidates will 
hold.The second is sched- 
uled to be held in San Diego 
on Oct. 16. * 

With neither Mr. Clinton 
nor Sen. Dole inflicting real 
damage in the first debate, 
the pressure is now on Sen. 
Dole to come up big in the 
second encounter if he is to 
narrow Mr. Clinton's lead- 

Mr. Clinton quickly set 
the tone of the debate in bis 
opening statement. “Four 
years ago you took me on 
faith. Now there's a re- 
cord... We are better off than 
we were four years ago. 
Let's keep it going.” he 
declared. 



Republican Presidential candidate Bob Dole (left) and President Bill Clinton (right) 
face moderator Jim Lehrer at their first presidential debate in Hartford, Connecticut. 
Sunday. Standing a few feet apart behind lecterns, the two candidates hammered at 
each other in a 90-minute encounter. Sen. Dole attacked Mr. Clinton on foreign poli- 
cy, drugs, the economy and his own credibility (Reuter photo) 


Sen. Dole, who looked 
nervous and rarely smiled, 
quickly shot back: “Well, 
he’s better off than he was 
four years ago," getting a 
laugh from the audience. 

“Well, I guesrsome may 
be better off,” he added. 
‘‘(Iraqi leader) Saddam Hus- 
sein is probably better off. 

The Republican candidate 
argued that Mr. Ginton’s 
recent bombing in Iraq had 
failed to' deter the Iraqi 
leader from establishing 
control over the north of his 
countiy, while demonstrat- 
ing his failure to keep an 
international coalition 
together. He also attacked 
Mr. Clinton’s record on 
Somalia. Haiti, Bosnia, 
Korea, Cuba, Ireland and 
the Middle East. 

Moderator Jim Lehrer 
kept the candidates moving 
quickly through a broad 
array of subjects, from for- 
eign policy to health, educa- 
tion, drugs, taxes and per- 
sonal integrity. 

One of the sharpest ex- 
changes came when Mr. 
Clinton accused Sen. Dole 
of opposing his efforts to 
rein in tobacco companies. 

“It wasn't me who op- 
posed what we tried to do to 
save the lives of children 
who were subject to tobacco 
and then went to the tobac- 
co growers and bragged 
about standing up to the 
government when we tried 
to stop the advertising, mar- 
keting and sales of tobacco 
to children,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

Sen. Dole responded by 
touting his own anri-smok- 
ing record dating back to 
1965. “It wasn’t until elec- 
tion year, mr. President, that 
you thought about stopping 
smoking. What about drugs 
that doubled in the last 44 
months? Cocaine up 4J per 
cent, marijuana, cocaine up 
166 per cent It seems tt^me 
that you have a selective 
memory ” Sen. pole said. 

. Later, invited to comment 
about Mr. Clinton’s person- 
al integrity. Sen. Dole 
resisted the temptation, say- 
ing: “The question is, would 
you buy a used election 
promise from ray oppo- 
nent?“ 


France’s Juppe steps 
up security after blast 


PARIS (R) — France 
stepped up protection of 
public buildings Monday 
after a powerful bomb hit 
Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe’s Bordeaux Mayoral 
office, raising fears of a 
mainland offensive by Cor- 
sican separatists. 

Mr. Juppe held emer- 
gency talks with his interior 
and justice ministers about 
the Saturday night bomb- 
ing. His office said he or- 
dered them to reinforce se- 
curity at sensitive sites in 
Paris and several major 
cities. 

The attack badly damaged 
the elegant ISth-century 
city hall in the southwestern 
city only hours after Mr. 
Juppe had left it. He re- 
turned later from Paris to 
survey the damage, voicing 
shock. 

The building was empty 
at the time and the one-kilo 
bomb, planted right outside 
Mr. Juppe's office, caused 
no injuries. 

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility, but 
investigators said the plas- 
tic explosive used pointed 
to Corsican separatists who 
have vilified Mr. Juppe and 
threatened to take their 
bombing campaign from 
the Mediterranean island to 
mainland France. 

Basque separatists, who 
have been active in the 
southwest, and Muslim fun- 
damentalist guerrillas 
blamed for a wave of 
bloody bomb attacks last 
year used gas container 
bombs. 

A nationwide security 
operation. known as 
“Vigipirate”. has been in 
force since last year's 
Algeria-linked bombing 
campaign, but the interior 
ministry' reduced the level 
of alert in January'. 

The “historic wing" of the 
outlawed Corsican National 
Liberation Front (FLNC) 
last week claimed responsi- 
bility for a bomb attack out- 


side the law courts in Aix- 
En-Provence in southern 
France, its first on the main- 
land in several years. 

Mr. Juppe’s office said he 
asked Interior Minister 
Jean-Louis Debre and Jus- 
tice Minister Jacques Tou- 
bon to do the utmost to 
speed up the investigation 
and bring the culprits to jus- 
tice. 

The probe was entrusted 
to the Paris anti-terrorist 
prosecutor. The prefect (go- 
vernment representative) in 
Bordeaux requested police 
reinforcements to guard the 
City Hall. 

After politicians accused 
Paris of being soft on the 
Corsican separatists' rwo- 
decade-old bombing cam- 
paign for greater autonomy, 
Mr. Juppe toured the Medi- 
terranean island last July 
and ordered a crackdown 
on the guerrillas. 

Several suspects have 
since been detained, anger- 
ing separatists who accused 
juppe of reneging on pro- 
mises made in secret peace 
talks. 

While declining to blame 
Corsican guerrillas for the 
attack. Mr. Juppe said in an 
television interview Sunday 
night he would stick to his 
policy of firmness towards 
the separatists. 

“This policy is difficult to 
carry out because we are 
facing terrorists... the state 
cannot yield and must not 
be intimidated. We will 
remain fully determined 
regarding Corsica,” he said. 

Separatists have raised 
the stakes in recent weeks, 
targeting homes and offices 
belonging to Mr. Juppe. 

They have threatened to 
end an eight-month truce 
which has in fact been 
punctuated by more than 80 
bomb attacks on the holiday 
island in the past two 
months. 

The truce is due to expire 
formally next Saturday. 


Russia nuclear disarmament 
is not assured — Gorbachev 

SAN FRANCISCO ( R ) — Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev said Sunday that if countries played 
“new geopolitical games,” efforts to reduce nuclear arms in 
Russia could suffer. 

Stressing that he wanted to see post-cold war arms reduc- 
tion continue, Mr. Gorbachev said during a debate in San 
Francisco that the International Community was failing to 
take advantage of tremendous opportunities. 

“The disappearance of the Soviet Union from the geopo- 
litical arena has created a new situation, and I am afraid 
that some are trying to play new geopolitical games," Mr. 
Gorbachev said, in an apparent allusion to the United 
States. 

“If that happens, then the process of nuclear disarmament 
in Russia will .be very difficult, including ratification of 
Start II,” he said, referring to the pending Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty. 

“If we hear from the United States that military budgets 
here could grow, if ballistic missile defences will be creat- 
ed here in this countiy, if nato expands to the East, then in 
Russia people are beginning to think: ‘What's happening? 
Is it a return to the past?'" he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev spoke during a debate on nuclear disar- 
mament and other issues that closed the “state of the world- 
forum," a five-day conference on international issues 
organised by the Mr. Gorbachev foundation USA. 

The debate, in which Haitian former President Jean 
Bertrand Aristide, Israeli former Foreign Minister Abba 
Eban and several other current and former, officials took 
part, was broadcast live outside the United States by BBC 
world television. 

Gloria Duffy, a former deputy assistant defence secretary 
in Washington, said there was no question that terrorists 
and rogue states were trying to obtain nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruction, such as chemical and 
biological arms. 

She said the United States removed enough nuclear mate- 
rial from Kazakhstan for 20 nuclear weapons.’ 

“But Iran had been there before us, looking around, as 
they are in many areas, to obtain the material for nuclear 
weapons. This is a true danger. There is enough nuclear 
material in the former Soviet Union for the equivalent of 
100,000 Hiroshima and Nagasaki-sized bombs." Ms. 
Duffy said. 

“We can abolish nuclear weapons, but we can’t abolish 
their components and the material in them that can be used 
to make new nuclear weapons.” she said. The United States 
and Russia, as well as the rest of the International 
Community, should cooperate in combating the problem, 
she added. 

Richard Butler. Australia’s permanent representative to 
the United Nations, said the United States and Russia had 
made quite good progress in recent years in reducing 
nuclear weapons and must continue. “If they do not con- 
tinue, we will face a terrible price in the major developing 
countries,” he said. 

Eban said the recently signed international treaty against 
nuclear testing should be implemented and its scope broad- 
ened to include other countries. 

Mr. Aristide said leaders negotiating disarmament agree- 
ments should think about the “millions and millions of peo- 
ple asking for peace, dying for peace,” and “move ahead 
building a new world of peace." 



Russian security supremo Alexander Lebed (left) talks with NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana during a meeting at NATO headquarters in Brussels Monday. Gen. 
Lebed has said he will use his visit to NATO to present new proposals to solve a dis- 
pute over plans for eastward expansion (Reuter photo) 

Lebed hints at tough talking with NATO 


BRUSSELS (R) — Russian 
Security Chief Alexander 
Lebed Monday entered 
what for two decades of his 
army career was the enemy 
“lion's den", promising pro- 
posals to defuse a dispute 
between NATO and Russia 
over alliance expansion 
plans. 

The outspoken former 
paratroop commander, a 
strong contender for his 
country's presidency should 
incumbent Boris Yeltsin fail 
to return to his duties after 
planned heart surgery • later 
this year, smiled and 
shrugged his shoulders at a 
barrage of media questions 
as he entered the front door 
of NATO headquarters. 

Sporting a crisp, black 
civilian suit but his military 
bearing intact, lebed was 
welcomed by NATO Sec- 
retary-General Javier SoJa- 
na who is expected to raise 
proposals to station Russian 
officers at NATO supreme 
headquarters to help build 
confidence. 

The Brussels headquar- 
ters, a rambling fenced 
complex of low brick build- 
ings. was the object of scorn 
in cold war Soviet media, 
described variously as a 
“nest of vipers" and’ “lion’s 
den." Mr. Lebed says that, 
while he has disavowed 
Communism, it is NATO 
that has failed to adapt to 
the post-cold war era. 

Mr. Lebed is paying his 
first visit to the West, where 
he remains an unknown 
quantity, familiar largely 


through his booming pa- 
rade-ground voice. For ma- 
ny officials here and in 
NATO capitals he has the 
same “Maverick" aura as 
Boris Yeltsin had in the 
years before he edged 
Mikhail Gorbachev from 
the Kremlin. 

His comments, rich in 
imagery, are colourful as 
they are sometimes contra- 
dictory. 

These days Mr. Yeltsin, 
currently preparing for 
heart surgery at a sanatori- 
um outside Moscow, is seen 
as guardian of continuity. 

The uncertainty surrounds 
Mr. Lebed, the former 14th 
army chief. 

Mr. Lebed has been vehe- 
ment in his opposition to 
alliance plans to incorporate 
some of Moscow's erst- 
while Warsaw pact allies, 
saying this would be a 
return to the cold war spirit. 
But how much of this is for 
popular consumption at 
home is unclear. 

The Russian foreign min- 
istry, by contrast, has 
appeared more conciliatory 
in recent months. NATO 
must *' decide whom to 
believe. 

Mr. Lebed hinied Sunday 
he would have some blunt 
words for the al liance, 
which he once described as 
behaving like a drunken 
hooligan over the enlarge- 
ment plan. 

But he gave no details of 
the proposals for a solution 
he said he would put to Mr. 
Solana. 


In an article published in 
the Paris-based internation- 
al Herald Tribune newspa- 
per Monday, Mr. Solana 
proposed that Russia and 
NATO station permanent 
liasion officers in their 
respective military com- 
mands to help build a closer 
relationship. 

Mr. Solana said the two 
sides must build on cooper- 
ation in the current peace 
mission in Bosnia. “Why 
not build on this by having 
Russian officers permanent- 
ly at NATO Supreme 
Command Headquarters 
and, reciprocally. NATO 
liaison officers at the Rus- 
sian general staff?." he 
asked. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry proposed last 
month that the alliance 
“throw open its doors" to 
Russia to help convince 
Moscow its intentions were 
not hostile. 

Mr. Lebed has said on 
many occasions he would 
like to take Russia's fate 
into his own hands as presi- 
dent Among his priorities 
would be increased funding 
for the forces which he said 
recently are on the verge of 
mutiny because spending 
cuts. 

As well as Mr. Solana, 
Mr. Lebed will meet NATO 
ambassadors Monday. On 
Tuesday he is scheduled to 
visit NATO’s military com- 
mand headquarters in the 
town of Mens, which is the 
centre of operations for 
alliance forces in Bosnia. 


Yeltsin transferred to sanatorium 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
was transferred Monday 
from Moscow’s Central 
Clinical Hospital to a sana- 
torium in a Moscow suburb, 
the presidential press ser- 
vice said. 

The Russian president, 
due to undergo heart bypass 
surgery by mid-December, 
was transferred to a sanato- 
rium at Barvikha, west of 
Moscow, to prepare further 
for the operation, a Kremlin 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Yeltsin could remain 
at Barvikha until the opera- 
tion. the exact date of which 
has not been specified, the 
spokesman told AFP. 

Sergei Mironov, head of 
the Kremlin Medical Cen- 
tre. told Interfax News 
Agency that Mr. Yeltsin was 
in a “totally satisfactory” 
condition and that the pre- 
paration for the bypass sur- 
gery was proceeding as 
planned. 

Mr. Mironov said the 


president would undergo, 
slightly more rigorous phy- 
sical exercise at Barvikha 
He could also increase his 
workload. Interfax reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, has been 
hospitalised since Sept. 12 
and his workload has been 
drastically reduced as a 
chronic heart problem takes 
its toll. Last week Kremlin 
spokesman Sergei Yas- 
irzhembsky said Mr. Yeltsin 
was working for two to 
three hours a day in the 
Central Clinical Hospital. 

The Russian president, 
absent from the public eye 
for much of the past 15 
months, has suffered three 
heart attacks since July 
1995. the latest of which 
occurred between the two 
rounds of presidential elec- 
tions in June and July which 
returned him to the Krem- 
lin. 

A team of Kremlin sur- 
geons said late last month 
they would carry out bypass 
surgety on yelts’in, but spec- 


ulation has persisted that the 
president's weak heart and 
generally poor condition 
could render the operation 
not only dangerous but inef- 
fective. 

Top cardiologists have 
said be will need at least six 
weeks to recover from the 
operation, prompting lead- 
ing Communist opposition 
figures to demand that Mr. 
Yeltsin step down and call 
fresh elections. 

But the president hit back 
last week in radio and tele- 
vision addresses, insisting 
he was active and still firm- 
ly in charge, although tele- 
vision footage showed him 
looking haggard. 

Despite the risks involved 
with the operation on Mr. 
Yeltsin, the Russian presi- 
dent has insisted he undergo 
surgery rather than soldier 
on in his present state of 

incapacitation. 


Queen Elizabeth to ‘buy off Fergie’ 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Queen Elizabeth 
has drawn up a deal to settle the debts of the 
Duchess of York and make her give up cus- 
tody of her daughters, the Sun newspaper 
said Monday. 

The £5-miLlion ($7.5 million) pay-off 
would clear the 36-year-old duchess's over- 
draft and pay for her to set up home in exile 
abroad, the top-selling tabloid daily said. 

In return the former Sarah Ferguson, bet- 
ter know as Fergie, would have to give her 
ex-husband Prince Andrew, the queen’s 
second son. custody of their children, the 
Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie. 

The newspaper, which is usually well 
informed on royal matters, added: “She 
would also be stripped of her tide and have 
to abandon plans to tell all in her book and 
high profile interviews." 

Fergie. who received a £2-miJIion divorce 
settlement, has been a cause of grave con- 
cern to the royal family, which has been 
embarrassed by the lurid acounts of her pri- 
vate life that have emerged recendy. 

Vasso Kortesis. a London-based Greek 


mystic whom Fergie consulted, has pub- 
lished graphic details of the duchess’s rela- 
dons with a number of men. 

Fergie last week withdrew from a court 
bid to block publication of a book by Allan 
Starkie. an associate of American financier 
John Bryan. Mr. Bryan was pictured suck- 
ing the duchess s toes by a swimming pool 
in the south of France. 

The duchess found herself under further 
pressure after the Mail On Sundav newspa- 
per said Princess Margaret, the queen's sis- 
ter, had sent Fergie a bitter letter last year 
accusing her of shaming the royal family. 

‘You have done more to bring shame on 
the family than ever could have been imag- 
ined," the paper quoted Princess Margaret 
as writing to Fergie after the duchess had 
sent her flowers. 

“How dare you discredit us like this and 
how dare you send me those flowers " 

Prince Andrew visited the duchess' at her 
home near London Sunday. He was said to 
have spelled out the royal family’s con- 
cerns. 


U.K. 'house of 
horrors’ goes under 
wrecking ball 

GLOUCESTER, England 
(AFP) — One of Britain’s 
most infamous addresses, 
the “house of horrors” that 
was home to serial kflleii 
Fred and Rosemary We$£ 
went under the wrecking 
ball here Monday. A crayd 
of TV crews, joumalisfc 
and curiosity-seekers a& 

sembled in front of the 
three-story semi-detached 
Edwardian bouse at 23 

Cromwell Street in this city 
in central England as. a 
dozen demolition workers 
piled out of two vans. The 
work was to be done oyer 
two weeks, under pol^' 
guard, hardly a run-of-ffi^ 
mill wrecking operadoit 
The Gloucester City Cotfti- 
cil, which bought - did 
house, and the one ooct 
door, after Rosemary West 
was convicted of the rai- 
der of 10 young women* 
last November and sent* 
tenced to 10 life prison 
terms, has ordered it totally 
obliterated. Every brick, 
every chunk of mortar and 
concrete, will be pul- 
verised to dust, every piece 
of wood smashed and 
burned to ash. in order to 
thwart ghoulish souvenir 
hunters. Preparations for 
the demolition were a vivid 
reminder of the early days 
of the murder investiga- 
tion. when police probed 
the house top to bottom 
with sensitive sounding 
equipment, then methodi- 
cally tore apart the garden, 
basement, walls and floors 
in search of human 
remains. In all, the house 
yielded the remains of cine 
young women, bearing the 
gruesome marks of ritual.* 
torture, sexual abuse, and 1 • 
death said by forensic 
experts to have been ago- 
nisingly long in coming. 

Car theft foiled by 
corpse 

BRISBANE (R) — Two 
Australian men who stole a 
car were compelled to own 
up to their crime after find- 
ing a dead body on the 
back seat, police said Mon- 
day. The two stole the car 
in the north Queensland 
city of Cairns Saturday but 
dumped it outside town 
after discovering they had 
got more than they bar- 
gained for. They contacted 
the police Sunday and 
guided them to the site.* 
where they recovered the* 
partly-decomposed body of 
a man. Cairns Police said 
Monday. The two men 
were charged with car theft 
but were not suspected of 
being involved in the man’s 
death, which police said 
may have been caused by a 
drug overdose. “They got a 
shock all right,” a police 
spokesman said. 

U.S. school’s sex 
harassment code 
to be revised 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (R) — 
The superintendent of 
schools in the city where a 6- 
y ear-old boy was disciplined 
for kissing a girl on the 
cheek said Friday a sexual 
harassment code would be 
revised to take age into 
account. In a two-page state- 
ment. Lexington (North 
Carolina) City Schools Su- 
perintendent James Simepgi 
said, “although we have jus/ 
one studem-to-student sexu- 
al harassment policy for stu- 
dents of all ages, this inci- 
dent has caused us to focus 
upon the issue of age appro- 
priateness." He said details 
of the new policy would be 
presented at the next meet- 
ing of the school board, 
scheduled for Monday. Most 
of Mr. Simeon’s statement 
concentrated on denying that 
first-grader Jonathan Pre- 
vette had been accused of 
violating the sexual harass-- 
ment policy or suspended 
trom school for kissing a 
classmate last moqth. Con- 
fusion may have arisen when 
the principal of Southeast 
Elementary School met with 
the boy's mother and told 
her that if his unwelcome 
behaviour continued, “it had 
the potential of becoming i- 
problem under the district*, 
sexual harassment policy" 

Mr. Simeon said. The 6- 
year-old's punishment was 
not suspension but place- 
ment in a “high man age-' 
ment” class for a day, he . 
stressed. 
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Seoul says alleged spy held in 
N. Korea was a missionary 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea said Monday a 

•■: i- U.S. citizen held in North Korea on spv 

- 7 ; / - A:. ii. charges was a China-based missionary in 
his tnid-20s. and denied he was working for 

- • ..i-.v.- Seoul. 

• . r«> . .:- 4 A Foreign Ministry spokesman said he 
'■ ■’ * a:? believed Evan CarJ Hunzike was working 

■■■■•■' as a missionary in an area of northeast 

• • ' China bordering North Korea. 

- : . v He said Pyongyang may have fabricated 

the charge to force Washington into direct 

Car theft foiled! di P^ matic talks- 

“My understanding is that he was in 
corpse China as a missionary.” he said, adding that 

ti. 1 1 :i. - ■ i c i. 


North Korea has threatened “merciless 
retaliation” for the deaths, vowing “blood 
should be paid for blood." 

South Korean President Kim Young-Sara, 
backed by opposition leaders, Monday 
demanded Pyongyang immediately stop 
threatening reprisals for the deaths. ’ 

A. presidential spokesman said that at a 
crisis meeting, Mr. Kim and the opposition 
politicians “warned North Korea that any 
provocations would receive stem punish- 
ment.” 

An opposition pany leader later quoted 
Mr. Kim as saying at the meeting that South 


Mr. Hunzike had South Korean ancestry on Korea had repeatedly sent messages to the 
- his mother's side but both parents were North warning Pyongyang that its provoca- 
v> *.r. ; U.S. citizens. . dons would lead (6 its exteniii nation and an 

vpyongyangsaidSundaythatMr. Hunzike .all-out war. • •• ' 

j’r: was attested ofl-Aug. 24 after crossing hear * "In response to ‘the Norifi 'Kofean’u threats’ 
*■ - : the gulf of the Amnok River, called the Seoul has stepped up security at airports, 
YaJu in Chinese, and had been charged with ports and diplomatic missions, assigned 
:vi: ^ spying for the South. The charges carry a more bodyguards to key public figures and 
possible death penalty. 


:. Sjies The Foreign Ministry spokesman denied 
j; • Mr. Hunzike was a South Korean agent and 
the U .S . State Department said the man was 
' " " . -i '-r not connected with the U.S. government. 

. . r .o A White House spokesman said 
". .. . Washington had asked the Swedish charge 

. .."... : . ...d’affaires in Pyongyang, which represents 

Al.S. interests in North Korea, to help gath- 

” ' ... er information on the spy charges. 

. Seoul’s Foreign Ministry said 
P)'ongyang’s aim in raising the spy scandal 
' .. • was to try to engage Washington in talks 
and divert attention from an ill-fated sub- 
‘ marine incursion into South Korean waters 
■ • ' V last month. 

“Direct diplomatic contact with the 
• - United Stares is what the North is aiming 

• ■” for by charging Mr. Hunzike withespi- 

‘ onage,” the spokesman said. 

- J North Korea often seeks ways to drive a 
wedge between the United States and South 
U.S. SChOOlS- Korea in direct negotiations. 

, „ r-a cement Pyongyang’s spy charge comes at a time 
when tensions on the Korean peninsula 
tC he revise have come close to the breaking point after 
. a manhunt for 26 North Korean soldiers 
.;T‘ v whose submarine landed in the South last 
month. 

Twenty-two of the crew were killed by 
j •• South Korean troops or found dead, while 
' one was captured. Seoul has wound down 
- the hunt for the remaining three. 


tightened vigilance on five west coast 
islands seen* vulnerable to a Northern 
attack. 

Pyongyang Monday again accused Seoul 
of provoking conflict on the tense Korean 
peninsula, where a fragile ceasefire has 
kept the peace since the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

“Their frantic arms buildup, confronta- 
tion and adventurous war gambles against 
the North may lead to a war provocation 
against the North any time in league with 
outsiders.” the official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) said. 

Meanwhile, a diplomat at the North 
Korean embassy in Moscow told Russia's 
R1A news agency Monday North Korea has 
qo intention of invading South Korean 
islands or other territory. 

Officials at the embassy were not avail- 
able to confirm the report, which added that 
North Korea's stared determination to retal- 
iate for the deaths of more than 20 of its 
soldiers who ran aground in the south 
aboard a submarine “in no way means a 
threat of invasion.'* 

Pyongyang has threatened “merciless 
retaliation” for the incident last month. 

R1A, quoting the North Korean diplomat, 
said: “North Korea has no intention of 
invading South Korean islands, and Seoul’s 
assertions on this are completely unfound- 
ed." 


Pope spends first night in hospital 


ROME (R) — Pope John 
• '■ ; f^ul spent 'a tranquil first 

- ' . ‘fright in hospital and was 

; due to have a day of nied- 

- -• ' leal tests and rest before 
. - - undergoing an operation to 

remove his appendix, a doc- 

- J tor said Monday. 

Professor Francesco Cru- 

- citti. the surgeon who will 
Operate on the 76-year-oid 
Pope, said his patient was 
well and confirmed that the 

*■' operation would probably 
take place Tuesday mom- 
“8- 

> Prof. Crucittt. who visited 

■ • the Pope early Monday 

•- . morning. - said the leader of 
• ■ ‘ the world’s some 960 mil- 
\ lion Roman Catholics 

■ would undergo clinical tests 
Mondav, 

The Pope entered Rome’s 
.... v ' Gemelli Hospital in a blaze 
of publicity from the 
' . ■ world’s media late Sunday 
ight after weeks of specu- 
Ition that be might be suf- 
fering from something more 

serious.’ 

The Pope waved to well 
wishers after srepping from 
his black Limousine at the 
hospital to applause from 


patients, their families and 
medical staff leaning from 
balconies and watching 
from windows. 

Walking slowly and care- 
fully in his white cassock, 
he took an elevator to a spe- 
cially-prepared suite on the 
hospital’s 1 0th floor and 
was installed in a room with 
a view of Michelangelo’s 
Dome of St Peter’s Basilica. 

The Pope’s recent frailty 
has caused widespread spe- 
culation from the media and 
doctors who are not treating 
him that he could be suffer- 
ing from more than an 
inflamed appendix. 

His most senior aide. 
Secretary Of State Cardinal 
Angelo Sodano. dismissed 
such suggestions. 

“It is all medical fiction." 
Card. Sodano told a reporter 
who asked about media 
reports that the Pope might 
be more seriously ill, per 7 
haps from a recurrence of a 
colon tumour removed in 
1992. 

Card. Sodano added: “He 
is very’ serene. He is a man 
of God and therefore he 
accepts everything from the 


hand of the one who is 
above.” 

The Pope, who was greet- 
ed at the hospital by Italian 
President Oscar Luigi ScaJ- 
faro and senior staff includ- 
ing Crucitti, earlier presided 
at a tiring beatification cere- 
mony in St Peter’s Square 
and asked Roman Catholics 
to pray for him. ■ 

“In asking you to accom- 
pany me with your prayer, I 
send cordial greetings to 
those in hospitals and clin- 
ics. knowing [ can count on 
their spiritual solidarity,” he 
said at the end of the ser- 
vice. “May the caring Vir- 
gin Mary watch over all of 
us.” 

A trembling of his left 
hand, which some doctors 
say shows the Pope may 
have parkinson’s disease, 
was painfully evident dur- 
ing the three-hour ceremo- 
ny. The Vatican has not 
denied French and Italian 
media reports that he might 
have the disease. 

The Polish-bom pontiff 
has had three previous ab- 
dominal operations since he 
was elected in 1978. 


Defection is 
new blow 
to U.K. 
Conservatives 

LONDON <R) — Bri- 
tain’s ruling Conserva- 
tives, already mired in 
scandal over allegations of 
parliamentary corruption, 
suffered a new blow Mon- 
day when a senior member 
quit to join tycoon Sir 
James Goldsmith’s new 
Referendum Party. 

Lord McAlpine, a former 
Conservative treasurer and 
deputy chairman, embar- 
rassingly announced his 
defection. on the; eve of the 
party’s last annual confer-! 
ence before general elec- 
tions, which must be held 
by May 1997. 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor had earlier sought to 
contain a damaging row 
over charges that members 
of his party accepted mo- 
ney in return for asking 
questions in parliament. 

But Lord McAlpine ’s an- 
nouncement presented Mr. 
Major with a crisis on a se- 
cond front, reopening deep 
Conservative splits over 
Europe. 

Sir James had already 
shaken the Conservative 
Party to its core with his 
demand for a referendum 
over Britain’s future in the 
European Union. 

Lord McAlpine told the 
BBC that he was not afraid 
of being branded a traitor. 
“People talk in terms of 
traitors and they blame 
people for changing their 
minds. I mean, for God’s 
sake, it’s a mobile thing, 
politics." he said. 

“I don’t need any con- 
verting to the point of view 
of the Referendum Party. I 
need converting back to 
the Conservative Party 
because they don’t seem to 
be very conservative." 

Conservative Party 
Chairman Brian Mawhin- 
ney sought to play down 
the defection. “He has dis- 
tanced himself from the 
Conservative Party for 
some time now. I hope that 
he can still be persuaded of 
the sense of what we’re 
doing,” be said. 

Sir James, who wel- 
comed Lord McAlpine into 
his party, has threatened- to 
field candidates at the gen- 
eral election against all 
Conservative members of 
parliament who do not 
back his party’s aims. 

Opinion polls suggest 
such candidates will win 
few votes but, with the 
opposition Labour Party 
now leading by at least 20 
percentage points, they 
could make the difference 
between defeat or victory 
for several sitting Conser- 
vative members. 

Lord McAlpine said: “If 
the Referendum Party was 
standing, I think 1 would 
have to break a habit of a 
lifetime and probably vote 
for them.” 


Chinese flags fly briefly 
over Japan-held islands 


ABOARD THE HANG- 
HAICHIA (R) — Taiwan 
and Hong Kong activists 
pierced a Japanese maritime 
cordon Monday, clambered 
ashore and planted Chinese 
flags on an East China Sea 
archipelago, boldly chal- 
lenging Japan’s claim of 
sovereignty. 

Frogmen scrambled 
through rough surf in a 
dawn landing on one of the 
uninhabited isles to hoist 
the red five-star of the Com- 
munist People’s Republic of 
China and the rival blue- 
and-red flag of Taiwan’s 
exiled Republic of China. 

Some 300 protesters 
aboard a 50-boat flotilla 
vying to claim the chain 
back for one rival China or 
the other let up a great roar 
of approval as the flags 
whipped against a blue sky. 

The rare, two-China sym- 
bolism was fleeting, howev- 
er, as blustery winds soon 
sent the rival flags tumbling 
into the water. A separate 
landing on another shore 
was similarly brief. 

The latest protest was 
unraarred by tragedy, unlike 
an encounter last month 
when a protest leader from 
Hong Kong drowned. 

China and nationalist- 
ruled Taiwan have been ri- 
vals since a civil war split 
them in 1949 and are not on 
speaking terms, but have 
found their interests awk- 
wardly conjoined as pres- 
sure among Chinese for a 
joint response to Japan has 
swelled. 

Protest leaders quickly 
withdrew their forces and 
left the islands, claimed by 
Japan since 1895 as the 
Senkakus and by China and 
Taiwan as the Diaoyus. But 
they pledged to return. 

“We will continue our 
effort to protect the Diaoyus 
and to retake the Diaoyus,” 
Taiwan ^ protest' qrganiser 
Chiri Chieh-Sbby ’ told state 
radio. “We will not quit 
until we succeed.” 

Said another joyous acti- 
vist “We’ve finally spoken 
the will of the Chinese peo- 
ple.” 

Stiff, mission leaders 
failed to remove a light- 
house erected by Japanese 
rightists in July, a move to 
assert Tokyo’s claim that 
sparked anti-Japanese and 
increasingly nationalist pro- 
tests among Chinese in Tai- 
wan, Hong Kong, Macau 
and China. 

Japan lamented what it 
called the illegal landing 
and would not rule out 
arresting future landing par- 
ties, saying its fleet of 60 



Taiwanese and Hong Kong activists plant rival flags from Taiwan's Republic of China 
government and China's Communist government adjacent each other on one of the 
disputed East China Sea islands, while Japanese sea patrols look on. About 50 protest 
boats sailed from Taiwan carrying some 300 activists challenging Japan's sovereign- , 
ty' cfaims to the Djaoyusjor Senkakus in Japan. Taiwan and China also claim the^ 
lsfamds (Reuter photo) - . - 

One protest boat was crip* 
pled badly enough in a col- 
lision that 13 of its 15 pas- 
sengers had to be moved to 
safety on other craft. It was 
returning to Taiwan under 
its own steam. 

Until Monday. Japan's 
coastal patrols had managed 
to repulse all earlier landing 
attempts — one of which 
ended in tragedy on Sept. 
26 when Hong Kong protest 
leader David Chan, whose 
boat also had been turned 
away, leapt into a roiling 
sea to defy Japanese sover- 
eignty. He drowned. 

Taiwan maritime police 
vessels in the vicinity Mon- 
day but did not interfere. 


maritime safety boats' had 
“acted prudently " 

“If protesters do act 
(again), disobeying our 
warnings, we will take pro- 
per measures," government 
spokesman Teijiro Furuka- 
wa said in Tokyo. 

Taiwan, which had hinted 
it might block the sailing, 
hailed what it called a 
brave, rational and peaceful 
protest. 

“We always admire and 
recognise acts of patriotism 
to protect our land," said 
government spokesman Su 
Chi. 

Japanese patrols jockeyed 
into the paths of landing 
craft but were unable ro 


' thwart waves of small boats 
whose crews had spent a 
week practising landings. 

At least two demonstra- 
tors who fell overboard dur- 
ing the excitement were res- 
cued. 

The captain of one of sev- 
eral protest boats involved 
in collisions said a Japanese 
patrol deliberately butted 
his stem, causing minor 
damage. Japan denied any 
intentional ramming. 

Videotape shot from a 
Japanese helicopter showed 
numerous collisions bet- 
ween Japanese forces and 
protest boats in chaotic con- 
frontations just metres 
from the rocks. 


Yeltsin sets tougher policy for Chechenya talks 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin toughened 
Russia's stance at talks with 
separatist Chechen rebels 
and a government official 
warned third countries 
against any attempts to in- 
terfere in die negotiations. 

Sergei Stepashin, head of 
the government’s adminis- 
trative department, told 
NTV television Sunday that 
Mr. Yeltsin, in his latest 
guidelines for peace talks 
with Chechen rebels, ruled 
out the possibility of granti- 
ng full independence to 
Chechenya. 

“Russia’s territorial integ- 
rity cannot be a subject of 
trade,” he quoted Mr. Yel- 
tsin’s instructions to the 
Russian negotiating team as 
saying. 

Russian security chief 
Alexander Lebed signed a 
peace accord with rebel 


Chief-of-Staff Aslan Mas- 
khadov on Aug. 31 to halt 
21 months of war. 

Under the deal Russian 
troops, which had failed to 
establish control over most 
of Chechenya, started with- 
drawing from the region. 
The rebels agreed to put off 
for five years a decision on 
whether Chechenya would 
become independent. 1 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple. mainly civilians had 
been killed since Russia 
sent in troops in December 
1994 to try to crash the 
southern region's drive for 
independence. 

Gen. Lebed has said he is 
certain that the deal im- 
proves chances of keeping 
Chechenya as pan of Russia 
and Mr. Yeltsin, who is 
preparing for heart surgery, 
said the former paratroop 
general had carried out his 


insrurenons to end the war 
promptly. 

Gen. Lebed said five years 
of peace and realities of life 
in landlocked Chechenya 
would make the separatists 
more willing to reduce their 
demand for independence in 
favour of strong autonomy. 

But Commander Maskha- 
dov, indicating that the re- 
bels have their own vision 
for the future, said in a tele- 
vision interview shown 
Sunday that Chechenya 
would never agree to be parr 
of Russia. 

“No Chechen has ever 
signed any kind of docu- 
ment saying that Chechenya 
is a part of Russia and there 
will never be such a Che- 
chen," he told Russian pub- 
lic television, though he ad- 
ded that the region could 
maintain close ties with 
Russia. 


An unnamed senior gov- 
ernment official, quoted by 
Interfax News Agency, said 
Commander Maskhadov’s 
statement had “seriously 
complicated the process of 
peaceful settlement of the 
conflict.” 

Mr. Stepashin said Fo- 
reign Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov had told other coun- 
tries including the Baltic 
states of Estonia. Latvia and 
Lithuania where support for 
the separatists is strong, to 
stay out of the dispute. 

“Primakov told several 
ambassadors in Moscow 
that if their countries hold 
separate talks or recognise 
Chechenya’s independence, 
Russia can raise a question 
of severing diplomatic links 
with these countries” he 
said. 


Italian police fire on colleagues; suspect killed 

n/\Kft7 #T»V **_!» ■ « « fm ■ • « 


ROME (R) — Police in 
Italy shot at colleagues 
by mistake, killing an 
arrested mafia suspect 
in a gunfight that has 
prompted angry calls 
for better coordination. 

Domenico Morabito, 
the son of a wanted 
crime boss, died of ins 
wounds late Saturday 
shortly after he was 
arrested by plainclothes 
Carabinieri paramili- 
tary police in the small 
Calabrian mountain 
town of Africo on the toe 
of southern Italy. 

Authorities Monday 


said the officers, had 
fired in the air to stop 
bystanders from inter- 
vening when they 
snatched Mr. Morabito, 
39, from a street and 
bundled him into an 
unmarked car. 

Civilian police nearby, 
alerted by the shots, 
spotted the speeding ve- 
hicle and opened fire 
when its driver ignored 
orders to stop, killing 
Morabito and slightly 
wounding a Carabi- 
niere. 

Both forces described 

the incident as a “tragic 


mistake.’ 

AU the officers in- 
volved were in plain- 
clothes. Newspapers 
Monday said both 
groups may have be- 
lieved the other was 
from the <> ndrangheta, 
the Calabrian equiva- 
lent of the Sicilian 
mafia. 

Police unions called 
the shooting a scandal. 

“We can no longer tol- 
erate police and Cara- 
binieri shooting at each 
other without knowing 
who they are,” said 
Roberto Sgalla, leader 


of the Siulp Police 
Union. 

“It is unthinkable that 
Carabinieri and police, 
especially when they're 
in plaundotbes, work in 
the same places without 
knowing about it,” he 
said. 

The Carabinieri come 
under the jurisdiction of 
the defence ministry 
while civilian police 
answer to the interior 
ministry. Italy also has a 
finance police force as 
well as municipal police 
in each town. 
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Half way to democracy 

: iT WAS a positive step for democracy when 
. Kuwaitis went to the polls yesterday to elect a new 
parliament, especially that the elections took place 
despite the scars that the Iraqi occupation left on 
their country. Except for a brief period of time 
Kuwait has pressed ahead with a democratisation 
: process in a region that is still some distance away 
from democracy. There was a time when this process 
was the envy of most other Arab states. 

It is because of the high expectations for a liber- 
alised political life in Kuwait that ail democratic 
countries must feel deeply disappointed at the fact 
. that Kuwait enjoys only an all-male elections with 
Kuwaiti women, many of whom are professionals 
and highly sophisticated, denied participation. This 
strikes us as absurd and contrary to not only inter- 
national norms and basic human rights instruments 
but also to Islam itself. It is simply unforgivable that 
half of all Kuwaiti citizens are prevented by law from 
choosing their representatives in parliament Kuwaiti 
! officials have yet to make a strong case against 
I women voting on all levels of elections in the country. 
; The Arab Gulf country is supposed to set an exam- 
ple for a living and fair pluralistic democracy, and 
disfranchising half of the eligible population will cer- 
tainly tarnish the image of Kuwait's democracy, 
1 regionally as well internationally. When we add that 
members of the armed forces and the police were 
also excluded from voting, the emerging picture is 
one that lacks fundamentals usually associated with 
contemporary democracy. 

What is striking is the fact that only 170,000 out of 
700,000 Kuwaiti nationals are eligible to vote. Tbe 
Kuwaiti criteria for citizenship is so wanting that 
bVritizens?’ would ^ha ve to prove that they come from 
vKuwaitic'ancestry ^before they can cast their votes.- 
J^Many people in the country who including those were* 
i thorn there; the bedouns, and others who would be 
: classified and considered as Kuwaitis by all interna- 
i tional standards are being denied full citizenship 
: rights and in effect treated as second-class nationals. 

; We do not know of any country in the world that has 
classes of citizenship. As we take heart from 
Kuwait’s democratisation, pride can never be com- 
plete as long as there are still basic shortcomings in 
ihe election law of the country. 

Democracy in the Arab World is in short supply 
and where it exists it remains short-circuited by those 
shortcomings and more. Much of Arab woes could 
and should be attributed to the absence of genuine 
democracy. That is why when Kuwait crusaded for 
democratic steps a long time ago, all Arabs sighed 
t with relief. Kuwait owes it to its own people, all its 
| people as well as to the Arab Nation to complete its 
i democratisation by amending the necessary legisla- 
i lions before the next round, four years from now. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i said Monday that the Arab 
states should follow Jordan’s example of lending full 
support to the Palestinian leadership in its current 
endeavours i* > guarantee the implementation of the Oslo 
accords. Sultan A l Hottab cited King Hussein’s message 
to the Israeli prime minister in which he stressed 
Jordan’s stand vis-a-vis the peace process, and pro- 
posed ideas for ending the deadlock as an example of 
Arab action. Nothing can create apprehension in the 
heart of the Israelis like a united Arab front, and noth- 
ing can deter the Israeli government from committing 
further atrocities and canying illegal measures like a 
mobilisation of all Arab potentials in the face of aggres- 
sion. said the writer. He said that though the Arabs are 
following with deep concern the resumption of the 
Palestinian- Israeli talks at the Erez crossing, there is no 
doubt that it would take a very strong, united Arab front 
. m persuade the Likud-led government of Israel to 
refrain from further acts that would obstruct progress in 
the negotiations. The writer said as the Arabs watch 
their Palestinian brothers continually facing the Israeli 
tanks, the Israeli repressive measures and the Israeli 
defiance of the world community, they are waiting to 
see if the U.S. -sponsored peace talks will yield any 
fruirful results. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour Monday criticised the 
Muslim nations for failing to come to an agreement on 
.■oncerted elforts to save the holy places Irom Israeli 
Icsccnuion and the Arab lands from occupation. Jawad 
Anani recalled that the Arab countries attending the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union meeting in Beiging last 
month had tried but failed to place The Jerusalem issue 
on the agenda of the parliamentarians discussions not- 
ing that Muslim nations regrettably were among coun- 
tries that voted against such a move. He said that the 
Beiging meeting took place before the recent violence 
in Jerusalem, triggered by Israel’s desecration of the 
Aqsa Mosque, but even that act failed to stir the Muslim 
nations to undertake united action against Israel or a 
measure that would safeguard the Muslim holy shrines. 
If desecration of the shrines does not prompt the 
Muslim countries to take action, what can motivate 
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c\cn Jews upjYKcu w Netanyahu's government, had 
attacked the present Israeli government’s policies, but, 
regrettably, many Muslim nations failed so far to lift a 
finger in protest against Israel’s atrocities. 


View from the Fourth Circle 


New strategies and balances in the Middle East 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — The summit of Middle Eastern 
leaders with President Gimon that took place here last 
week has been widely interpreted as having been a failure; 
it achieved an agreement to resume Palestinian-lsraeli 
talks on a last crack, but did nor close the gaps on any of 
the substantive issues that separate the two sides. 

This has raised the level of disappointment and concern 
among Arabs and others who are critical of the Netanyahu 
governments hardline policies, without indicating how this 
latest impasse might be overcome. Viewed from this van- 
tage point in the United States, it seems that such proce- 
dural momentum without any promise of substantive 
progress may be the new measure of'prcigress in the peace 
process, whether we like it or not. A new world is unfold- 
ing before our eyes, and it has only peripheral interest in 
the Middle East and its people. 

Several related factors are responsible for this situation: 
the political strength and decisiveness of the Israeli lead- 
ership. the relative weakness of the Palestinian leadership 
and its apparent lack of significant Arab support, the cur- 
rent election season in the United States, and the emerging 
new strategic posture of the United States in the Middle 
East. All four of these factors tend to suggest that we are 
not necessarily approaching a turning point in Arab -Israeli 
peace negotiations, but rather may. be adjusting to new 
power relationships that predominantly favour Israel over 
die Palestinians and the Arabs as a whole. This gloomy 
assessment is not pleasant for the Arabs, but it is probably 
one that we have to get used to in the absence of any prac- 
tical evidence of Arab capabilities to change the situation 
for the better. 

It is noteworthy that during the past two weeks, the hard- 
line policies of the Netanyahu government have elicited 
widespread criticism in the United States, but little is 
being done to bring about a change in those policies. The 
summit in Washington last week proved that: 1 ) the 
Clinton administration sincerely would like to see the Oslo 
process succeed, 2) the administration is willing to play an 
active role in pushing that process forward, but. 3) the 
administrational will not expend any political capital to 
achieve this aim. Tbe message is that Washington will pro- 
vide procedural facilitation, but no diplomatic muscle. The 
accepted explanation for this is the fact of the American 
presidential campaign: a flagging Bob Dole is waiting to 
pounce on any sign that Clinton may be willing to lean on 
Israel and pressure it into making moves that it may not be 
anxious to make, such as withdrawing from Hebron, pro- 
viding a Gaza- West Bank corridor for Palestinian passage 
or freezing Israeli moves in Jerusalem. 

I sense that there are also other reasons that are not 
spelled out. The main one is that the Middle East, espe- 
cially the status of the Palestinians, no longer commands 
the strategic importance or urgency that it once did in 
Washington. This in turn reflects the perception here that 
Israel is strong in military, economic and political terms — 
so strong, in feet, that it can repeatedly defy the attempts 
of the American president to nudge it towards a more rea- 


sonable position vis-a-vis implementing the full terms of 
the Oslo accords. This combination of Israeli’ strength. 
American hesitation to press Israel, and Palestinian weak- 
ness means that Israel today .essentially dictates the terms 
and pace of the peace process. 

The repeated threats of a new Palestinian intifada do not 
seem to generate much attention or concern around the 
world, mainly because of the feeling in Washington that 
Israel can take care of itself. Even if a new intifada breaks 
' out, as some thought had happened two weeks ago, the 
world appears prepared to see this as a purely local affair 
th 3 t the Israelis can handle with their combination of phys- 
ical closure, economic strangulation and military action. 
Israel’s harsh military measures in Palestine and its diplo- 
matic stubbornness in Washington seem to be accepted by 
the world as unfortunate aspects of the current status quo: 
if they are to change, we are told, such change will have to 
emerge from bilateral Israeli-Palestinian talks in which the 
United States will continue to play the role of friendly 
facilitator, but nothing more than this. This indicates that 
the primary criterion for progress in the peace process is 
Israel's sense of its own security, rather than the attain- 
ment of mutual national rights and security for Israelis and 
Palestinians. Such imbalance will further degrade the 
already thin credibility of the Oslo process in Palestinian 
and Arab eyes, thereby probably heightening popular hes- 
itation among Egyptians and Jordanians to normalise rela- 
tions with Israel. 

"...the Middle East , especially the status of the 
Palestinians, no longer commands the strategic 
importance or urgency that it once did in 
Washington. This in turn reflects the perception 
that Israel is strong in military , economic and 
political terms — so strong, in fact, that it can 
repeatedly defy the attempts of the American 
president to nudge it towards a more reasonable 
position vis-a-vis implementing the full terms of 
the Oslo accords 


On the wider Middle Eastern stage, the United States 
seems to be quietly reassessing aspects of its strategic pos- 
ture. especially towards Iran, Iraq, the Gulf and Turkey. 
The last round of U.S. -UK military strikes against Iraqi 
targets last month, viewed in retrospect, may have been 
the first sign of a more benign American policy. The 
strikes were neither militarily significant nor followed up 
by strong political action; in facL they may have provided 
cover for a quiet .American retreat from northern Iraq, . 
where the Kurds are to be left to find their own balance 
among the major local players. My guess is that the United 


States may be tacitly admitting that the future security bal- 
ance in the Gulf and among I ram Iraq and Turkey will 
have to be achieved primarily by the policies of the states 
in the region — if they do not threaten the main strategic 
interest of the United States and the rest of the industri- 
alised world — which is the secure flow of oil and gas at 
reasonable prices. This presents no problems for the local 
players, all of whom already also find it in their interest to 
ensure such oil flow's. 

There is increasing questioning here of the wisdom of 
the U.S. policy of recurring military strikes against Iraq 
and the U.S. deepening military presence in the Gulf 
(there are now over 30,000 U.S. troops in the Gulf, some 
in permanent land bases 1. The U.S.-UK attacks against 
Iraq last month were widely seen to have resulted in some- 
thing of a political victory for Saddam Hussein and the 
Baghdad regime, and many voices have asked if such an 
American policy is useful or sustainable. The unspoken 
question is: If Israel is strong and can take care pf itself, 
and the Gulf powers amongst themselves can find a bal- 
ance that stabilises the region and keeps their oil flowing 
to the rest of the world, would it not be in the interest of 
the United States to adopt a much lower profile in. the 
region? 

I think this is precisely what has been happening during 
the past month, and we may see this policy accelerated 
after the November U.S. presidential election, if Bill 
Clinton wins. This was the main message of tbe 
Washington Mideast summit last week, at which tbe 
United States showed logistical and procedural dynamism 
in bringing the parties together, but little else of a substan- 
tive nature. From now on. it seems. Washington will see 
the bringing together of people to talk peace as a major 
and sufficient enterprise; whether they agree, and what 
they may agree to, will be largely left for the Israelis to 
determine. Israel is the strong party for the moment, and 
its interests largely define the pace, nature and direction of 
the peace process. 

This poses an enormous challenge for the Palestinians 
and the .Arabs as a whole. To cry that this is unfair would 
be correct, but meaningless in the harsh new world in 
which we live. Only now are we witnessing the real 
changes that have started to occur in our region as a result 
of the end of the cold war, the fragmented Arab approach 
to Israel, and the common weaknesses that have been suf- 
fered in recent years by Iran. Iraq and the Arab Gulf oil 
producers. Only two aspects of the Middle East truly mean 
anything significant ro the United States: Israel's security 
and continued access to reasonably priced oil. Both of 
those objectives can be achieved today with a relatively 
benign American posture in the region. The implications 
of this should drive us to deeper analysis and inter- Arab 
consultation, leading to coherent policy and action. Not to 
do this, while expecting Washington to rescue the peace 
process for us. would be to add wishful thinking to the 
state of weakness and fragmentation that already plagues 
the Arab World. 


My Jerusalem, your Jerusalem; 
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Never the twain shall meet? 


By Rashid I. Khali di 

CHICAGO — For each of 
those with an attachment to 
Jerusalem, there is a differ- 
ent Jerusalem with a differ- 
ent sacred topography and a 
different meaning for each 
site and event. Arab and 
Israeli live within the same 
city, but each is oblivious to 
the existence of the other, or 
at least pretends to be. 

Each party to this conflict 
operates in a different 
dimension from the other, 
looking back to a different 
era of the past and living in 
a different present. And 
each party has its own name 
for each site a usage it tries 
to impose to strengthen its 
possession and control. 

The dispute over the open- 
ing of a new entrance to an 
Israeli excavation running 
the length of the Haram Al 
Sharif — called the Temple 
Mount by Israelis — has 
revealed some of these 
dimensions. 

Others remain obscure, 
among them the fact that 
this excavation tunnels 
under a dozen of the Holy 
City’s most imposing and 
beautiful monuments of 
Islamic architecture along- 
side the Haram Al Sharif. 

Statements by Israeli 
spokesmen make clear that 
this tunnel is meant to 
showcase only one of the 22 
archaeological strata that 
make up Jerusalem’s rich 
history. Such attempts to 
grant privileges to one stra- 
tum over others are predi- 
cated on a belief that one 
layer is “superior" and that 
the past can be manipulated 
to affect the present by 
"proving” this superiority. 

If one stratum of a city can 
be privileged, if one set of 
names derived from it can 
be given pride of place over 
all others, then a certain 
contemporary reality claim- 
ing roots in the past can be 
imposed on the present. 

The significance "f rhk- 
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side world’s understanding 
of Jerusalem’s past, and 
therefore of its future. It 
reveals the profound and 
perhaps fatal flaws in the 



entire interim approach that 
America and Israel have 
forced on the Palestinians 
like a straitjacket. culminat- 
ing in the Oslo accords. 

This approach dictated 
that explosive issues like 
Jerusalem, settlements and 
refugees be deferred until 
"final status" talks, while 
the parties build up good- 
will . through interim 
accords. 

Today, with 58 
Palestinians and 15 Israelis 
killed, it is clear that this 
approach has brought pre- 
cious little goodwill on 
either side. Indeed, it is 
questionable whether the 
existing interim accords can 
be carried out at all. in view 
of the Netanyahu govern- 
ment's evident determina- 
tion to undermine them. 

Meanwhile, the obsessive 
focus on the provisions of 
these accords at the failed 
Washington summit meet- 
ing and in tbe press serves 
as a red herring, distracting 
attention from long-term 
issues like Jerusalem. It 
should be obvious that until 
the final-status negotiations 
on Jerusalem and other 
issues begin, it is impossible 


L.i’hj.t cuKiurdinut) U»rivui- 
ance. Israel has not done so. 

This was the case under 
the Labour government 
which frantically built hous- 


ing in Jerusalem (for 
Israelis only — Arabs were 
prevented from doing so), 
expropriating large areas of 
land and crushing the Arab 
sector in the grip of a “secu- 
rity closure.” which debili- 
tated its economy. 

This process has acceler- 
ated under the Netanyahu 
government which not only 
trumpeted its intention to 
refuse to discuss the status 
of Jerusalem (thereby vio- 
lating another Israeli treaty 
commitment), but acted 
provocatively to further 
extend Israel’s control over 
the city. 

The opening of the tunnel 
was thus only tbe latest cal- 
culated insult to Palestinian 
aspirations and rights in a 
city which is holy to 
Muslims and Christians as 
well as Jews, and which is 
the focus of the nationalist 
aspirations of Palestinians, 
as it is of Israelis. 

The Netanyahu govern- 
ment hopes to use the Israeli 
state's enormous power and 
the flaws in the Oslo 
accords to wield 
Jerusalem’s ancient Jewish 
history as a weapon against 
Arab and Islamic 
• isible in buildings 

everywhere in tile Old City. 

Against this archaeologi- 
cal propaganda juggernaut. 
Palestinians have few 

defences. Mean whi le. 


Israeli bulldozers and 

cement mixers are constant- 
ly at work in the hills all 
around tbe Old City, build- 
ing new settlements and 
thereby determining 

Jerusalem’s “final status” in 
a manner far more decisive 
than mere words. The 
objective is to ensure that by 
the time final-status talks 
begin, if they ever do. there 
will be nothing left to nego- 
tiate. 

It should have dawned on 
American officials by now 
that there is little time left to 
avert such an outcome, 
which will be irrevocable 
and completely unaccept- 
able to Palestinians. Arabs 
and Muslims. 

They should know by now 
that if there is to be peace, it 
must be based on a solution 
for Jerusalem whereby both 
sides can somehow share 
what belongs to both. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s alternative. 

exclusivist vision promises 
unending conflict. 

The responsibility for 
such a future will lie not 
only with those in Israel 
who are carrying out this 
vision but also with those in 
Washington who could and 
should have stopped them. 

/ he writer directs the 
Centre for International 
Studies at the University of 
Chicago and is president of 
the American Committee on 


LETTERS 

Free market is key to Welfare 

To the Editor: 

JORDAN'S CURRENT drive towards privatisation 
could be one step towards economic growth and 
improved standards of living. 

It is important though, the know how it can be 
ensured that our country follows the path that leads to 
greater economic, social and political progress. 

Fortunately for us, this is not an exceedingly difficult 
question to address. Lagging behind as an underdevel- 
oped country has an interesting advantage: Jordan can 
choose from the many different paths adopted by other 
developing or developed nations. History has supplied 
humanity with many practical lessons about develop- 
ment, and thus a country no longer has to experiment 
with spontaneous, shaky and theoretical policies. 

Perhaps one of the most important lessons we have 
learned is that the free market system is highly superi- 
or to centrally 'planned systems. This was made espe- 
cially clear in the 1980s. While a centrally planned sys- 
tem advocates large state bureaucracies and govern- 
ment intervention, the free market system almost com- 
pletely eliminates governmental bureaucracy and 
indulges in effective regulation rather than interference. 
The establishment of free market in Jordan would 
. require the elimination of governmental bureaucracy — 
a challenging yet highly rewarding endeavour. 
Consider, for example, that about 40 per cent of the 
Jordanian workforce is employed by the government. A 
governmental bureaucracy this large becomes a sepa- 
rate entity in and of itself, thus endangering many of its 
basic and underlying incentives. For example, when the 
interests of almost half of the country lie within tbe 
government, then why should one half serve the other 
half, and not the other way around? The government 
becomes self-serving and successfully maintains its 
own sustenance by devouring the energy and resources 
of the rest of the population. Historically, this has been 
shown to be catastrophic for both the government and 
the people, in the long run. * J 

Unfortunately, many policy makers fear the short- 
term. rather than the long-term, consequences of their 
actions. For example, the short-term results of minimis- 
ing bureaucracy by decreasing the governmental work- 
force can be done gradually, but would raise die unem- 
unresT™ 1216 aild ’ 34 a conse< 3 ue °ce. exacerbate social 

mere ' ‘JSUXi.f 2? 0pi f P olit j cia * would cringe at the 
Z ft? -!.i h implementing this change. However, 
? ns ' lerm consequences might strongly 
j^tify its implementation. Decreasing the size of the 
pubhc sector would increase the overall efficTencvof 
die private sector. In addition, the government would 

tr“r u ,f y less fin ? nciai thT %. 

,"r r -. Uhjs >n<fasmg both private savings and 
^posable income. As a result, a private invest has 
more money to Invest, thus generating maTnew jote 
L bus ^sses andservic™cre- 

ened and everySneTteKd rich"** ** 

A tree market system in Jordan would enenuraee 
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adopted. e y successful wherever it was I 


Sa’ad Nabil Muasher, 
Amman- 
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Palestinians, Israelis seek to salvage peace process I Jordan warns against renegotiating accords 


(Continued from page 1). 
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“■ " l,r t'Jvir irj ' ^ Jerusalem, 
ionini' Vt - ^ Mr Netanyahu said he 

U v j '■ i - was “convinced that a new 
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accords. ' 
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ng c.:r ; ' n Jewish residents of 
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n-i! h„. atmosphere" at Israeli- 
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pifMOertu:' ’entered their second day at 
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focusing especially on the 


: "!'ur.* juj j, rwns c j ous sp^ecij accusing him 
of a “series of stupidities" 
: ;T :r.: j a his first 111 days in 

‘ ■ urrjjr office. 

^ i ., 4 ; ' Among the “stupidities" 
-* :nc »!vr was Mr. Netanyahu’s open- 
- ing of a tunnel in East 

' r .^‘ Jerusalem which sparked 

. rcr. ; die violence in the rerrito- 
: -mm y .-' lies which left over 70 dead 
-• : • :-j.V two weeks ago. 
i .2 Mr. Peres accused Mr. 
; i'-l Netanyahu of playing for 
_ r time and being insincere 

j about his commitment to 

, . : '■ peace. 

Y ‘’Either we have real 

... peace, and real peace has a 
‘‘.. 7 price, or we have empty 
declarations, an imaginary 
peace, and this has a heav- 
ier price," said Mr. Peres. 

who as foreign minister and 

then prime minister in the 
} C previous government 

v ^ played a key role in negoti- 

— 36ng the peaefc agreements 

. if t l Lift with the Palestinians- 

Mr. Peres said his Labour 
Parry would suppon the 


' ~ " lc Hebron pullout. 

[' ,: - Ml ,r ' * til v. Shimon Peres, head of the 
j- . T^r opposition Labour Party 
^i ; - and Mr. Netanyahu’s prede- 
r,h -l-Tck : cessor as prime minister. 
rn» '.Ticni - responded with a pugna- 
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government in any real 
steps towards peace. How- 
ever, on Monday. Labour 
submined a motion of no 
confidence, to be voted on 
next week. There was no 
indication that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s parliamentary 
majority was in danger. 

A Palestinian official said 
meanwhile Palestinians 
would accept a larger 
international force in 
Hebron in a bid to allow the 
long-overdue Israeli army 
withdrawal from most of 
the city. 

Palestinian International 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 
Shaath said the September 
1995 self-rule accords with 
Israel outlining the Hebron 
pullout are "so detailed, 
there’s no room for adjust- 
ments.'’ 

“But we can talk about 
the exact nature of the 
international force (in 
Hebron). The number of 
soldiers of the Temporary 
International Presence in 
Hebron (TIPH) can easily 
be raised, from 200 to 
1,000." he told a press con- 
ference in Gaza. 

The TIPH, currently 
made up of around 32 Nor- 
wegian soldiers who have 
conducted unarmed patrols 
since May, was provided 
for under the current 
accords to observe the 
planned Israeli pull-out 
from Hebron. 

Mr. Shaath said there 
would be “no renegotiation 
of the agreement. We only 
discuss the procedures and 
modalities of its implemen- 
tation." Tbe number of joint 
Israel i-Palestinian patrols 
in the city “can be 
increased easily," he said. 

But the minister refused 
to speculate on a partial dis- 
armament of Palestinian 
police, the creation of 
buffer zones within the city 
or the increase of the Israeli 
army presence in strategic 
pans of the city, all sugges- 
tions made in the Israeli 
press. 

“So far the Israelis have 
not- presented any concrete . 
propositions: Any proposi- 
tion making a breach in the 
agreement would be reject- 
ed.” he said. 


“We cannot reopen (the 
Hebron agreement), other- 
wise we could also reopen 
everything." 

Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erakat also said the 
Palestinians would not 
agree to renegotiate the 
terms of the troop pullback 
in Hebron that had been 
worked out with Israel’s 
previous government. 

”We will not accept 
changing the agreement or 
amending the agreement," 
Mr. Erakat told the official 
Voice of Palestine Radio 
Monday. ‘"We are not ask- 
ing Israel for handouts. 
What we want is the imple- 
mentation of the agreement 
on the ground." 

Earlier Monday, visiting 
U .S . Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher met 
with Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy and said he 
was assured that Israel 
would not try to modify the 
peace agreements already 
signed. 

Mr. Arafat did not com- 
ment on the negotiations 
Monday, but said that 
despite the difficulties, the 
peace agreements with 
Israel were worth saving. 

“The peace of the brave, 
it’s worth all the troubles, 
all our efforts, not for our 
generation, but the new 
generation," Mr. Arafat said 
early Monday after meeting 
with Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring in Gaza City. 

Mr. Arafat was to meet 
Tuesday with Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman at the 
Israeli leader's private vil- 
lage in the Mediterranean 
resort of Caesarea. Mr. 
Weizman has a Iaigely cer- 
emonial role, but his invita- 
tion to Arafat is seen as a 
further recognition of the 
Palestinian leader's status 
as a peace partner. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Mon- 
day that a new Hebron 
agreement was also in the 
Palestinians’ interest. “If 
there is an explosion (of 
violence) in Hebron, it will 
lead to a collapse -of the 
whole peace^roc^ss/’ Mr., 
Netanyahu said. 

An Israeli official said 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
had let both sides know at 


Taleban push stalemated 


(Continued from page 1) 


jeommanders in - a war 
against a Soviet-backed 
; government in the 1980s. 
: that he would not be 
harmed if he surrendered. 

“Nothing would put his 
: life in jeopardy and he can 
take part in the future gov- 
ernment.'' Mr. Ghous told 

■ reporters. But the terms he 
offered to the two military 
leaders still holding out 

■ against the Taleban, who 

have swept to control of 
three-quarters of 

Afghanistan, appeared 
very different. 

Mr. Masood, an ethnic 
Tajik fighting Taleban 
warriors trying to force 
their way through the nar- 
row gorge leading into the 
Panjsher. would have to 
yield his heavy weapons. 

But Mr. Ghous seemed 
to suggest Gen. Dostum 
could keep his heavy 
weapons as long as he 


posed no danger to the 
government. 

Gen. • Dostum shifted 
armour and Uzbek sol- 
diers, who are descended 
from the Mongols of 
Genghis Khan, south to 
block the main pass 
through the Hindu Kush 
that leads into his territory 
from Kabul. 

“If such heavy weapons 
at the disposal of a certain 
force do not pose a threat 
to the central government 
and are not being used by 
a self-willed person, 
then.. .we are not opposed 
to that." he said. 

‘'Negotiations should be 
conducted with the central 
government on not allow- 
ing the misuse of such 
weapons." 

Western sources who 
have had extensive deal- 
ings with the Taleban say 
they discern a split 
between purists and prag- 
matists on how to deal 
with Gen. Dostum, who 


has a strong army and a 
small air force. 

The Panjsher Valley is a 
difficult and dangerous 
battlefield. Throughout the 
Soviet invasion in the 
1980s Mr. Masood fought 
Russian soldiers from his 
many bases inside the val- 
ley. 

Masood forces, making 
use of native knowledge of 
the rocky mountain range 
spanning the steep valley, 
shelled Taleban positions 
near the entrance to the 
gorge and the few fighters 
manning frontline peaks 
alongside the valley. 

“The main objective now 
is to take that mountain 
where the shooting is com- 
ing from ” said one fighter, 
pointing to a peak several 
kilometres away sprout- 
ing occasional plumes of 
smoke and dust from Tale- 
ban tank shells. 

The Taleban launched its 
offensive on the gorge on 
Saturday, a week after tak- 


lasi week's summit in 
Washington that he expect- 
ed results within 45 days, 

Israel, meanwhile, eased 
its grip on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. On Sunday, 
it ended a 10-day curfew on 
Hebron, pulled its tanks 
back from some Palestinian 
areas and restored freedom 
of movement for Palestini- 
ans in Gaza and much of 
the West Bank. 

On Monday, some 2,000 
Palestinian workers were 
permitted to return to their 
jobs at an industrial park in 
the northern Gaza Strip, 
and 700 more were given 
permits to enter Israel to 
help with the olive harvest. 

However, virtually all two 
million Palestinian remain 
barred from entering Israel, 
as they have been since Feb. 
25. when militants set off 
the first in a series of four 
suicide bombings in Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Mon- 
day that if security permit- 
ted. he would gradually 
ease the restrictions, and 
permit thousands of Pales- 
tinian workers to return to 
jobs in Israel. 

The hardline group 
Hamas called Monday for a 
new intifada against Israeli 
forces in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories after the “failure” of 
Israeli-Palesiinian negotia- 
tions. 

”We consider that the fail- 
ure of the Washington sum- 
mit and the negotiations at 
Beit Hanoun (which Israel 
calls Erez). which did not 
satisfy the just demands of 
our people, constitutes a 
green light for our masses 
and raujahedeen brigades to 
resume resistance with all 
available means against the 
crime of the tunnel and the 
other crimes of the evil 
occupier.” Hamas said in a 
statement in Beirut. 

It criticised the PNA for 
“holding to the (peace) 
accords, repressing the 
intifada of the A1 Aqsa. 
quelling the anger of our 
heroic people ^against the^ 
tunnel and pursuing the '• 
sterile talks taking place 
under conditions imposed 
by the Zionists.” 


ing over the capital Kabul 
in a lightning strike that 
swept Mr. Masood and his 
political mentor President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani 
from power. 

But after claiming initial 
gains — including two 
mountains overlooking the 
entrance to the gorge — 
the Taleban have encoun- 
tered sporadic but well- 
aimed resistance, raining 
shells on reinforcements 
gathering at the foot of the 
mountain range. 

Bulldozers were seen 
entering the valley on 
Monday to clear mines 
and landslides triggered 
ahead of Mr. Masood's 
retreat, but witnesses said 
the Taleban fighters above 
and in the valley had 
advanced only a few hun- 
dred metres. 


(Continued from page!) 

issues related to the imple- 
mentation of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty in terms 
of bilateral accords in trade 
and economic cooperation. 

“Jordan regrets that Israel 
did not inform it of its move 
to open the Jerusalem tun- 
nel despite the fact that an 
Israeli envoy was in 
Amman only 24 hours 
before the opening," said 
Dr. Muasher. 

"Jordan considers the 
Israeli failure to inform it of 
the decision as a clear vio- 
lation of the peace treaty 
and has made its position 
known to Israel through 
several channels (including 
the meeting the King had 
with Netanyahu in Wash- 
ington last week)," Dr. 
Muasher said. 

The information minister 
denied reports that Jordan 
had recalled its ambassador 
to Israel, Omar Rifai, as a 
signal of its protest. 

“Jordan has not recalled 
its ambassador from Israel.” 
the minister said, adding 
that Mr. Rifai was in 
Amman now “in the course 
of his regular visits home. “ 

The opening of the tunnel 


entrance on Sept. 24 trig- 
gered fierce violence 
between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians, leading to the death 
of more than 70 people on 
both sides and serious ques- 
tions over the future of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

Subsequently, U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton hosted a 
summit in Washington 
attended by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and 
Mr. Netanyahu as well as 
King Hussein. That summit 
produced an Israeli-Pales- 
tinian agreement to resume 
their stalled peace negotia- 
tions. 

Replying to a question on 
Jordan's stand on the 
resumed Israeli-PaJestinian 
talks at Beit Hanoun (which 
Israel calls Erez), Dr. 
Muasher warned against 
any renegotiation of the 
autonomy agreements and 
related accords signed by 
the rwo sides. 

The government of Mr. 
Netanyahu has been saying 
that it wanted to amend 
some of the provisions in 
accords reached with the 
Palestinians, particularly in 
regard to an Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
town of Hebron. On Sun- 


day, however, Mr. 
Netanyahu seemed to him 
that Israel was seeking only 
"minor adjustments” in the 
accords. 

Little details have 
emerged from the resumed 
talks, which went into a 
second day on Monday. 

"Jordan considers any 
renegotiation of agreements 
already reached be ween 
■ the Palestinians and Israel 
as dangerous to the peace 
process," said Dr. Muasher. 
"It is not acceptable that a 
party to an agreement turns 
around and says it is not 
happy with the accord and 
wants to amend it.” 

The information minister 
said Jordan also insisted 
that "the Palestinian-Israeli 
talks focus on swift imple- 
mentation of the agree- 
ments already signed ” 
"There should not be any 
delay at all.” said Dr. 
Muasher. “Israel should 
strive to translate its decla- 
rations of commitment to 
the agreements into reali- 
ties on the ground." 

“Jordan also demands 
that the immediate attention 
be given to moving to the 
final status negotiations.," 
be said. “It is not right that 


EU wants to help peace Regent 
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between the Israelis and 
Palestinians, he said. 

Mr. Musa welcomed a 
European role in the Mid- 
dle East saying it was “an 
additional input that could 
help consolidate the 
Egyptian and American” 
efforts in the region. 

“We are now waiting for 
the results of the (Beit 
Hanoun) negotiations. 
Everything depends on the 
outcome of these negotia- 
tions." Mr. Musa said. 

Mr. Spring, whose coun- 
try holds the European 
Union (EU) presidency, 
was dispatched by the EU 
tq the Middle East to give. 
European input to the vital 
Israeli-Palestinian talks 
which opened on Sunday 
at the Beit Hanoun cross- 
ing between Israel and the 
Gaza strip. 

Europe and the United 
States both have a “con- 
structive" role to play in 
the Middle East, Mr. 
Spring told reporters after 
talks Monday in Gaza 
with Mr. Arafat. 

He stressed that tbe EU 
wanted to work in a “part- 
nership" with the United 
States in the region. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher has 
rejected any European role 
in the negotiations, stress- 
ing that Europe should 
limit its 

activities to helping the 
Palestinians financially. 

Norwegian Foreign Min- 
ister Bjorn Tore Godal 
warned Monday that the 
world was losing patience 
with the continuing 
Israeli-rPalestinian discord, 

“It goes without saying 
that my job will be very 
difficult indeed if the tax- 
payers worldwide contin- 
ue to ask me the question, 
‘why should we continue 
to put our money into a 
big black hole where there 


Aziz: 
Baghdad 
regained 
north iraq 

- ' (Continued from page 1) 

medicine. Implementa- 
tion of the deal was sus- 
•• pended when Iraqi forces 
.’ intervened in the north. 

“America has added to 
.. .. its hostile stands (against 
Iraq) yet another one 
when it froze the oil-for- 
. food deal.” Mr. Aziz said. 

’ More than 300 Iraqi 

... expatriates are taking part 
. ■ the conference organ- 

* - . ^ed by Iraq's Foreign 

■ Ministry to show their 

■ support for Iraq against 
the sanctions. They 
brought with them dona- 
tions of medicine and 

. •! medical equipment 


Qadhafi’s support of Kurdish state sparks trouble 


(Continued from page 1 ) 
Turkey’s fiercely secularist 
media played up an alleged 
protocol gaffe by Egypt during 
Mr. Erbakan's stay in Cairo. 
Papers jumped on the Libya 
incident as evidence of the 
Arab World turning its back on 
Mr. Erbakan. 

“The trip has turned into a 
competition in insulting 
Turkey.” the mass-circulation 

Reports conflict 

(Continued from page 12) 

Lawzi said they were 
informed that four of the 
group were Jordanians. 
They said the group was 
flown to Sarajevo aboard 
Jordanian military plane. 

“As far as we know, the 
group had left Jordan legal- 
ly on a trip organised by the 
Bosnian embassy in Am- 
man" Dr. Muasher said ear- 
ly Monday before the re- 
pons of the group’s depor- 
tation were carried by inter- 
national news agencies. 


daily Hurriyei said. 

Despite the row, Tripoli 
agreed to pay pan of S3 65 mil- 
lion in outstanding debts to 
Turkish contractors who had 
worked on infrastructure pro- 
jects in Libya, Anatolian 
agency said. 

Col. Qadhafi's swipe high- 
lighted a failure by Mr. 
Erbakan to carry out election 
promises to loosen ties with 


Washington and Israel. 

“We are not happy in gener- 
al about Turkey’s foreign poli- 
cy,” the Libyan leader said. 
“Turkey has lost its will. 
Turkey's futdre lies not in 
NATO, U.S. bases and in 
repressing the Kurds but in its 
nobility and its past.” 

Mr. Erbakan appeared 
shocked by Col. Qadhafi’s 
comments, made in from of 


Turkish journalists accompa- 
nying him to Libya. “We don’t 
have a Kurdish problem. We 
have a terrorism problem," Mr. 
Erbakan said. 

In a joint declarauon — 
which Mr. Erbakan finished 
reading to journalists early 
Monday — Libya and Turkey 
agreed that all forms of terror- 
ism should be condemned. 


over detention of Jordanians in Bosia 


According to Mr. Janowski. 
at least some of the group 
were thought to be Iraqi 
Kurds hostile to the Bagh- 
dad regime. 

“We have no idea who 
organised the charter flight 
presumably the Bosnian 
government has something 
to do with it," said Mr. 
Janowski. 

Calls to the Bosnian diplo- 
matic mission here were 
not returned on Monday. 
Bosnia’s Foreign ministry 
said Thursday that the men 
had come for a business and 


tourism fair in the central 
Bosnian city of Ze-nica, and 
did not have proper visas. 
The arrests appeared to be 
linked to fears that volun- 
tary fighters from Iran and 
other Middle East countries 
came to Bosnia during the 3 
1/2-year war to help the 
Muslim-dominated Bosn- 
ian army fight the Serbs 
posed a threat to the NATO- 
led international peace 
force in ex- Yugoslavia. 

But the Bosnian foreign 
ministry said there was no 
ground for such fears as far 


as the business group was 
concerned. 

Mr. Janowski said the 
Bosnian government had 
violated the refugee con- 
vention, of which it is a sig- 
natory, by refusing to let the 
UNHCR meet with the 
group. 

“There is a strong suspicion 
that some of them might 
have been seeking asylum. 
We have information that 
among those people, four 
described themselves as 
Iraqi Kurds,” said ■ Mr. 
Janowski. 


is violence and no sign of 
improvement?' “ Mr. 
Godal said after meeting 
with his Israeli counter- 
part, David Levy, in occu- 
pied Jerusalem. 

Mr. Godal heads a joint 
committee of major donor 
nations — including 
Europe, the United States 
and Japan — that have 
pledged hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars to the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Mr. Godal reaffirmed the 
donor countries’ commit- 
ment to the PNA, howev- 
er. 

“Unemployment and 
social injustice creates a 
basis' for terrorism/’-* he 
said, “That’s what we 
have to fight." ' 

Nabil Shaath, the Pales- 
tinian planning minister, 
said Monday that donor 
nations have contributed 
$50 million to the bank- 
rupt PNA since clashes 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis began Sept. 25. 

“What we collected in 
five days was more than 
we collected in nine 
months in the beginning of 
this year,” he said. 

Mr. Godal will meet 
Tuesday with Mr. Arafat 
in the Gaza Strip. Nor- 
way’s foreign ministry 
was crucial in setting up 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
talks that led to the his- 
toric peace agreements. 

Mr. Godal will also meet 1 
Tuesday with about 30 
Norwegian observers in i 
Hebron, the last West | 
Bank city under Israeli 
control. The observers 
were supposed to oversee 
Israel’s seventh-month 
overdue troop pullout 
from Palestinian areas of 
the city, but Israel’s cur- 
rent government has not 
yet set a date for with- 
drawal. 


(Continued from page 1) 

negatively; it always adopts 
a positive approach to all 
events." he added. 

He added that it was pos- 
sible to address human 
issues through information. 

“There are three axes of 
data base for economic and 
social addresses: human 
resources, natural resources 
and economic indicators," 
said the Regent. 

“I hope we could think of 


the peace process remain 
snagged over agreements 
already reached. The peace 
process should move as 
soon as possible to the final 
status negotiations.” 

Israel and the Palestinians 
launched the final status 
negotiations as called for in 
the Oslo agreements in 
May but the discussions 
were suspended pending 
Israeli elections that found 
the Labour-led government 
of Shimon Peres being 
ousted by a coalition bead- 
ed by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Likud bloc. The negotia- 
tions have been stalled 
since after Mr. Netanyahu 
insisted on amending some 
of the earlier accords. 

Asked whether any Jor- 
danian-Palestinian differ- 
ences had surfaced at tbe 
Washington summit. Dr. 
Muasher referred to the 
tributes given to the Jordan- 
ian role at the meeting by 
Mr. Arafat and other senior 
Palestinian officials, includ- 
ing members of the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) cabinet. 

Those statements speak 
for themselves. Dr. Muash- 
er pointed out 

establishing regional cen- 
tres at the Arab level to 
reach homogeneity among 
Arab press," the Regent 
added. 

The Crown Prince 
referred to a few issues of 
main concern to the media 
such as the problem of 
Palestinian refugees and 
the role of the media in 
highlighting Jordan’s status 
as a distinguished host of 
refugees in meetings of 
donors to the programmes 
of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency. 


Arafat, Weizman hold talks today 
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cussed the possibility of a 
meeting. early last month,, 
at, . :<a. tunc when. . Mr. 

' Netanyahu was still waver- 
ing whether he should hold 
talks with the Palestinian 
leader. 

Mr. Weizman had said at 
the time that’ if Mr. 
Netanyahu did not meet 
with Mr. Arafat, the presi- 
dent would do so himself 
to get peace talks moving 
again. Since then, Mr. 
Netanyahu has met with 
Arafat twice, the second 
time in Washington last 
week. 

Legislator Rehavam 
Zeevi of the extreme right- 
wing Moledet party 
slammed Mr. Weizman for 
inviting Arafat whom he 
compared with Adolf 
Hitler. 

“In politics you can 
change your opinions but 
there’s a big difference 
between that and hosting 
adolf Arafat at home in 
Caesarea," Mr. Zeevi told 
Israel radio. 

Weizman to visit Cairo 

Mr. Weizman will meet 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak next week in 
Cairo in an effort to defuse 
the growing tensions 
between the two govern- 
ments over the stalled 
Mideast peace talks. Israel 


radio said Monday. 

Mr. Weizman ’s spokes- 
woman Batya Keinan said 
the president will travel 
next week tonCairo at die 
request of Mr.' Mubarak. 
Israel, radio said the meet- 
ing would take place next 
Monday. 

Relations between the 
sides have grown increas- 
ingly stormy since Mr. 
Netanyahu took office in 
June. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
he would honor the auton- 
omy agreements with the 
Palestinians. However, Mr. 
Netanyahu has intimated 
the Arab World, including 
Egypt, with his hardline 
policies, including a deci- 
sion to expand Jewish set- 
tlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip 

The Israeli government 
sparked new Arab criticism 
after it opened an archaeo- 
logical tunnel near Islamic 
shrines in Jerusalem last 
month. The decision set off 
stone-throwing protests in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
that escalated into gun bat- 
,tles between Israeli troops 
and Palestinian police. 

Egypt has called for 
Israel to close the tunnel. 
Mr. Weizman was instru- 
mental in negotiating 
Israel’s 1979 peace agree- 
ment with Egypt 


Join Us and Enjoy SAHAR TOURS 


For information and reservation please call Tel. 622054. 645054 


Rctiuities of Tuesday Oct. 7, 1996 « 

JERUSALEM DRV A Ml 

Open invitation to the public to attend 
the seventh seminar entitled: 

The Arabs’ Inalienable Rights In Jerusalem 

from Oct 5 to Oct. 8, 1996 at the Royal Cultural Centre - Amman 

activities of Tuesday, Oct 8, 1996 

4:00 pjn.: Open dialogue about Jerusalem and the U.N. resolutions. 

Participants: 

Dr. Ahmad Nofa), Professor of Political Sciences, ’fermouk University, 

■ Dr. George Tomeh, fomw Syrian Delegate to the United Nations, 

Dr. Hazem Nuselbeh. former Jordanian Delegate to the Unted Nations, 

Or. Kuhammed AFfarrah, former Jordanian Delegate to the United Nations, 

Dr. Hml Enas AlHadlthl. International Studies Centre, Baghdad University; 

Dr. Muhammad Haled AWflzmaiW, School of Arts, Department of History. Hebron Urwersty, 
Dr. Mustafa Mahmoud Afiff, Deputy of the Law School for Higher Studies, Tarrta University, Egypt 
6:45 p.m.: Recommendation of ttie Symposium. 

7:00 pjn.: Closing session. 
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Mideast poised to profit from 
boom in Asian oil demand 


Clashes undermine 

confidence in Israel economy 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Middle 
East oil producers are 
poised to benefit from a 
boom in world oil demand 
fuelled mainly by Asia but 
they must shake up their 
economies to make the 
most of it international oil 
experts said Monday. 

At a conference here on 
Middle East oil strategy 
until 2009, experts said the 
main future trend would be 
on a one-million-barrel 
increase in Asian oil 
demand per year and how 
Arab producers will cope. 

lkuo Misumi of the 
Japanese ministry of 
international trade and 
industry' said Asia would 
become increasingly 

dependent on Arab produc- 
ers as its oil consumption 
rose ro 982.7 million tonnes 
in 2010. up from 604.3 mil- 
lion in 1992. 

“The dependency on for- 
eign oil supplies in the 
entire East Asian region 
will reach about 70 per 
cent, and most of the for- 
eign oil suppliers to the 
region will, most likely be 
countries in the Middle 
East.” Mr. lkuo told the 


conference in Cyprus. 

He said China's oil con- 
sumption is likely to over- 
take Japan's before 2010, 
while demand from 
ASEAN nations (Indone- 
sia. Singapore. Thailand, 
Philippines. Brunei and 
Malaysia) is projected to 
draw level. 

With demand from South 
Korea, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong set to reach three- 
quarters of Japan's con- 
sumption, “there will be 
three more Japans out there 
by 2010 with the Middle 
East expected to meet the 
challenge.” Mr. lkuo said. 

“As the importance of 
energy from the Middle 
East for East Asian coun- 
tries continues to grow sig- 
nificantly. it is necessary to 
foster a closer relationship 
between the wo regions,” 
he said. 

Japan wants to see more 
foreign investment in the 
Middle East, closer techno- 
logical cooperation and 
greater dialogue between 
die two regions, Mr. lkuo 
said. 

Ismail Ibrahim, bead of 
energy at the Organisation 


of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), said 
world oil demand growth in 
2010 is projected" to reach 
9.6 million barrels per day 
compared to 1995, with 
OPEC countries set to pro- 
vide 96 per cent of the extra 
supplies. 

According to the 
International • Energy 
Agency (TEA). Middle East 
countries will get the lion's 
share. 

“The Middle East will be 
a pivotal player because of 
its huge reserves and low 
development costs.” said 
Michael Williams, a senior 
1EA economist. 

But they must press ahead 
with fiscal restraints, pri- 
vatisation programmes and 
measures to attract foreign 
participation already under- 
way to reap the maximum 
benefit, he said. 

“If the process continues 
we believe they will be able 
to attract the necessary 
investment into their pro- 
duction to meet the growing 
oil demand. 

“Japanese dependency on 
the region's oil already 
stands at 76 per cent while 


other Asian countries are 
trying to develop a relation- 
ship with the Middle East 
right now with the tikes of 
joint refinery projects,'* he 
added. 

Other delegates to the 
three-day oil conference 
here spoke of the problems 
still hampering the Middle 
East 

Iran's deputy foreign 
minis ter Abbas Maleki said 
in a paper read out to the 
conference that “foreign 
interference’' in the region 
was increasing tension and 
hampering economic devel- 
opment 

Mr. Maleki pointed to the 
United States' unilateral 
economic embargo on Iran 
and its threat to punish non- 
U.S. firms investing in the 
Islamic republic's energy 
sector. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Ismail 
said OPEC members have 
to overcome the obstacles 
of new energy taxes and 
environmental measures 
from consumers in their bid 
to develop their reserves. 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
latest violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians 
is undermining confi- 
dence in the Israeli econ- 
omy just as it undergoes 
its first slowdown in 
seven years, investors 
and analysts said Mon- 
day 

‘The biggest impact is 
with foreigners, especial- 
ly new money coming 
in,” said Jonathan Katz, 
chief economist at Capi- 
tal Holdings Consultants. 
“Events since the elec- 
tions — especially those 
of the last two weeks — 
have confirmed the 
Met's-wait-and-see' 
view.*’ 

Investment from over- 
seas has become increas- 
ingly important since 
Israel signed a peace 
accord with the Palestini- 
ans in 1993. Total for- 
eign investment swelled 
to $2.2 billion last year 
from $800 million in 
1994 and grew another 
36 per cent in the first 
half of 1996. 

Multinationals like 
Nestle, Volvo and Kim- 


Algeria pushes warily towards economic change 


PARIS (R; — As Algeria 
warily moves forward with 
economic reform, analysts 
say it needs to balance 
demands of international 
lenders against the danger of 
higher unemployment, 
which could give a boost to 
armed Muslim fundamen- 
talist rebels. 

Last week the govern- 
ment-appointed Transitional 
National Council — which 
operates like a parliament — 
begins examining the budget 
and privatisation law the 
Nbftb'Africanteduntiy hopes 
vriff bring ■ invest- 

ment i.j ; ' 

‘The authorities are very 
much boxed in and need to 
proceed carefully,” one 
Western economic expen in 
Algiers said by telephone. 
“They have 30 per cent job- 
less. and if reforms go ahead 
too fast what are you going 
to do with those extra people 
that you put on the streets?” 
the expert said. 

Algerian officials blame 
poverty for the battle 
between Muslim rebels and 


the security forces. The 
fighting started after the 
army in 1992 cancelled gen- 
eral elections the Islamists 
were poised to win. The 
fighting has killed 50,000 
and caused $2 billion in 
damages from sabotage. 

Algeria gets more than 95 
per cent of its foreign rev- 
enue from the state-owned 
oil and gas firm Sonatrach. 

It also relies on massive 
loans from the World Bank 
and the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) , which 
* demand economic reform- in 
return, including building up 
foreign currency reserves, 
now estimated at $2 billion. 

The IMF, for its part 
seems to think that Algeria 
is on the right track. 

IMF Director Michel 
Camdessus last week in 
Washington said; “Algeria 
continues to respect perfor- 
mance criteril” 

But the cost of this is high- 
in terms of how the govern- 
ment copes with unrest at_ 
home, diplomats and others 
say. 


Diplomats have long said 
that Algerian industry, out- 
side the oil and gas sector, 
was overmanned, inefficient 
and producing expensive 
products no-one wanted. 

Officials have also 
expressed worry that mass 
layoffs, seen as needed to 
kickstart industry, would 
send recruits to Muslim rad- 
icals fighting to topple the 
government. 

‘There's an average 7.5 
people living in each, often 
small, apartment, and 
» 600,000 new people every. 
; year." a European diplomat- 
said. .r' 

“It's the bomb that explod- 
ed in 1988” he added, refer- 
ring to poverty riots then 
that forced the start of polit- 
ical reform after nearly 30 
years of one-party rule over 
a state-owned economy. 

President Liaroine Zeroual 
probably was thinking of the 
- discontent of the country’s 
29 million people when he 
gave a closing speech after a 
five day conference on eco- 
nomic and social reform. 


In remarks carried by the 
Algerian media, he said, be 
was convinced the country 
would soon see an econom- 
ic takeoff and durable devel- 
opment but said the country 
could not envisage econom- 
ic development without 
social objectives. 

. He also heard warnings 
the main UGTA union 
would defend jobs in 400 
mainly inefficient, over- 
manned state-funded enter- 
prises that employ 1.7 mil- 
lion people, or more than 30 


per cent of the workforce. 

Cne housing expen said 
that Algeria was shon of 1 .2 
million dwellings and need- 
ed to build more than 
200,000 each year to over- 
come this. 

“They have a truly diffi- 
cult situation to face. If they 
lift imports to boost con- 
struction and provide jobs, 
they run counter to the 
macro-economic demands.” 
an economic analyst told 
Reuters. 


berly Clark have bought 
interests in Israeli com- 
panies, many hoping to 
use them as their base in 
the “new Middle East" 
created by the peace 
process, said Dov Tad- 
mor, managing director 
of Discount Investment 
Core, one of Israel's 
leading holding compa- 
nies. 

“There's no doubt the 
progress in Middle East 
peace has a crucial 
impact on multinational 
companies” he said. 

Foreign investment has 
also been a major factor 
in propping up the other- 
wise depressed Tel Aviv 
stock market. In spite of 
a year of political trau- 
mas and violence for- 
eigners have held on to 
their shares. 

Michael Weiss, mutual 
fund manager at 
Evergeen Capital Mar- 
kets,'’ said foreign 
investors are not ready to 
flee yeL 

But, he warns, they will 
watch to see that the 
peace process gets back 
on track especially dur- 
ing talks between Israelis 
and Palestinians that 
began Sunday. 

“If the talks end with- 
out results, some will 
pull out,” Mr. Weiss said. 
“Without political calm, 
the bourse can't recover.” 

Israel’s high tech sec- 
tor. which has led the 
economic boom, is rela- 
tively unaffected. 

“Israel's ability to nur- 
ture start-ups will contin- 


ue" said Mr. Tadmor. 
“It's not dependent on (a 
company's) physical 
location." 

Despite the events three 
Israeli high-tech firms 
have gone public in the 
United States in the past 
two weeks while two non 
high-tech issues have 
encountered problems in 
London. 

For the economy, the 
only immediate casualty 
of the violence has been 
tourism, where industry 
officials says cancella- 
tions could result in $200 
million in lost revenues. 
In 1995. tourism earned 
$3.3 billion for the econ- 
omy. making it a leading 
sector. 

But the overall econo- 
my has already begun 
slowing this year after 
heady growth’ of more 
than six per cent annual- 
ly throughout the 1990s. 
Mr. Katz estimates gross 
domestic product wifi 
expand no more than 4.3 
per cent this year. In the 
third quarter, he said, the 
economy may have 
shrunk. 

Although the slow- 
down is mainly cyclical, 
Mr. Katz said the politi- 
cal situation has exacer- 
bated it. “In the last few 
years with the peace 
process and immigration 
(from the former Soviet 
Union), there was gener- 
al optimism." he says. 
“Maybe we're seeing a 
reaction. The political 
future is less clear." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Mika Argbion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


YARBT 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


oiaas-MuaiMi smcM. be. 


THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 



WOSNO 


DIASUN 


SARATY 


Print answer here : HE 



WHY THE &EAT 
UP BOXER LIKEP 
ASTRONOMY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ACROSS 
1 Singe 
5 Last frontier 
10 Play 

boisterously 

14 Sandwich type 

15 Perceived by the 
ear 

16 Woodwind 

17 Toast spread 

18 Playground 
feature 

19 Brume 

20 Customary 
practice 

21 Butcher’s 
offering 

23 Cache 

25 Chit 

26 Time periods 
29 Clear jelly 

34 Greenery, of a 
kind 
38 Wine 

40 Roofed 
passageways 

41 Outstanding 
athlete 

42 Unnerves 

43 Groups of pupils 

44 Musical direction 

45 Actor Connery 

46 Retreat 
49 Fold 
54 Shark 

60 Pitcher 
Hershiser 

61 — vera 

62 Family circle 
member 

63 Wading bird 

64 Tilt 

65 Miss — of 
■‘Dallas’ 1 

66 Throw off 

67 Ward off 

68 Vehicles 

69 Bargain event 

DOWN 

1 Heavysetdogs 

2 Spartan slave 

3 Place of combat 

4 Haley novel 

5 Obi 

6 Whimper 

7 Certain zodiac 
people 


U 12 13 |4 


|6 |7 18 19 


10 111 112 |13 


126 [27 (28 


129 130 131 132 133 


“I caught a virus from my computer. 
The boss sneezed on my keyboard/ 


Peanuts 

U/HY DIDN'T YOU Ifl WAS HIDING 
START KINPER6ARTEN UNPER MV 8EP. 
LAST WEEK ? * . , , > 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FACET CLOVE KINDLY NEARLY 
Answer. Using tape to patch his tevortte chair was 
this -VERY TACKY 


|34 1 35 136 |37 


I TRIED 5AVIN6 I 
HAP A SORE THROAT, 
BUT THAT PIDN T 
WORK. EITHER.. 



EDUCATION 15 
. IMPORTANT.. 


1 46 (47 [48 


149 150 151 152 1 53 








154 |55 156 157 


[Andy Capp 


© 1996 Tribune Mods Services, foe. 
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8 Certain Indian 

9 Choose 

10 Eternal City 

11 Off-Broadway 
award 

12 Playwright Hart 

13 Fountain 
22 Promontory 
24 Newspaper 

caption 

27 Double curve 
2B Loch — 

30 Meeting: abbr. 

31 Excavations 

32 Dies— 

33 Vehicles 

34 Zhivago's love 

35 Geologic 
divisions 

36 Biblical book 

37 — morgana 

38 Heavy club 

39 — breve 

45 ‘Remington — .■ 
(TV show) 

47 Sea eagles 

48 Barker's 
confederate 


bbbb ubuu □□□□ 

□□DEB BBBB I9BBB 
□□BBS BBUO BBBB 
BDBEBEBBDD BBBB 
BBBB BBBBB ■ 
□BDOBB UBQB I 
BBBB BBUB BBBBB 
BBBBB UBB QQBQB 
BBOBB BBBB BBBB 
■ BBBB BD BBBB 
Iqbdqb BBBB^^B 
BBBB BBBBQBBBBB 
BBBB DDBB BBBBB 
BBBB BBUB BDBBB 
BBBB BBBB BBBB 


■S# JGmi= 


ABSOLUTELY USELi 
THIS W3VWN- IH 

K,TDDO£MSe>7Wi 

1 tti PORHER 


50 Kentucky Derby 
prize 

51 Flavor 

52 Danger 

53 Lift the spirits 

54 Moiety 


55 Nautical word 

56 Sound of 
distress 

57 Fix 

58 Biting 

59 Passing grades 



HOROSCOPES 

FORECAST FOR*! 

TUESDAY OCTOB&I 

8,1996 • < „ 

By Thomas S. Picrsifc ’ 

! Astrologer, CarnjQ~"\ 

| Right er Fpuntjptigtt - : : 

I ARIES: (March % 

] April 19) If you have ahy 
difficulties this monrin® 
solve them wisely' aS 
handle outside affairs 
very beneficial . manner . 
Later this evening will be 
good for you to consult 
with knowledgeable peo- 
ple and devise a -plan q£ 
action. 

TAURUS: (April 20 ’ to 
May 2 1 J Get your appear- 
ance improved today and 
then solve some difficul- 
ties with another. 
social life later 
evening with close fneajds 
and thereby you can have 
a fun time together wlujb 
out on the town. - * 1- 
GEM1NI: (May 21 
June 21) Look for those? 
persons today who can: 
assist you the most in 
your endeavours and they 
will cooperate fully --.so 
that you can be very sac- 
i cessftil. Later tonight you 
can discuss career activi- 
ties with a bigwig and 
make areat progress. ■_ . . 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21} Being 
with good friends, who 
comprehend your needs 
today is wise so make the 
best of any opportunities. 
Study your social life later 
this evening and deter- 
mine the best course of 
action to be taken in the 
days ahead. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Handle material 
affairs most wisely today 
and you can become pros-’ 
perous. Meet a new fellow £ 
associate and pool your 
experiences for success in 
the days ahead. Later tins 
evening you can go out on 
the town with your mate. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Your ideas 
are fine today for pro- 
gressing in your line of 
endeavour ’ and thereby 
making your fife more 
r Tprospero^^n^rova yoni* 

' plawffiig 

some special event for 
your mate which will be 
very pleasant. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Follow 
your intuition today and 
handle business mattere 
much better so that you 
will become very success- 
ful. Discuss financial, 
affairs with your mate 0 
later this evening and 
come upon a mutually 
agreed upon plan of 
action. • 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) You can 
cement better relations 
today with fellow associ- 
ates and later handle the 
difficulties which have 
been irritating you so that 
you can proceed in such a 
manner which will bring 
you much success. 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) If you ate 
enthused about your 
activities today, start the. 
day beautifully however 
warch for any difficulties 
which could be preseut. 
Later this evening you can. 
discuss your career actiyi? 
ties with a bigwig and 
gain insight. 

CAPRICORN: {Decem- 
ber 22 ro January 20) 
Make plans for interesting j 
amusements in the days4r 
ahead and you can spend j 

it with loved ones or close’ ! 

friends. Handle ta$fc& j 

which are important later. j 

this evening and thereby: j 

you can gain the admits- 1 

tion of a bigwig. 

AQUARIUS: (January .21- 
co February 19) Ton^bf' 
do something which- vritt 
please your mate and 
thereby you will please - 
your other loved ones. 

Early today you. can raret 
with a fellow assodfifts 
and decide upon the best 
course of action for the* 
days ahead. 

PISCES: (February 20 ^ 
March 20} Get to thfi core. 
of difficulties with 
today and you can sf^ve.- 
them quickly and tactful-- 
ly. Later this evening -ytwv 
can discuss any plans of 
action whereby yon ’cah'i_ 
make the best effort m 
follow associates. . . 
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IFC has record lending year, plans expansion of activities 

Thu Tnto™a*;~*J^E^* fiscal year ending June 30. ners had resulted in the “EFC continued its stronc causine a trend towards the activitv until n.w*’ thi* in lh countries, inclurfino th*» n.«u nuii/uw 


*Kn.s- 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The International Finance 
Corporation (IFC), a World 
Bank arm. investing in pri- 
vate sector projects in devel- 
oping countries, has 
approved a record $3.2 bil- 
lion for 264 projects in fis- 
cal 1996. 

The IFC, in a report on its 


fiscal year ending June 30. 
said its equity participation 
and lending activities in 
1996 represented the fifth 
consecutive annual increase 
in financing. The total in 
1995 came to $2.9 billion. 

In addition, the IFC said 
its efforts to arrange financ- 
ing by banks and other part- 


ners had resulted in the 
mobilisation of S4.8 billion 
an 8S per cent increase over 
fiscal 1995. 

The share of Asian banks 
rose from 16 to 20 per cent, 
while the participation of 
U.S.-based lenders 

increased from five to 13 per 
cent. 


‘EFC continued its strong 
growth fiscal year 1996." 
said Jannik Undbaek, IFC 
executive vice-president. 

“It is a time of opportunity 
for IFC. The corporation's 
services are increasingly in 
demand in a world where 
the need for greater efficien- 
cy and improved services is 


causing a trend towards the 
private operation of key 
infrastructure sectors ...” he 
added. 

“We are devoting 
increased resources to small 
and medium-sized enterpris- 
es. And we are extending 
IFC’s reach into countries 
where we have had limited 


activity until now,” the 
.senior IFC official indicated. 

The report disclosed that 
the IFC would be launching 
a new initiative to expand its 
range to smaller and poorer 
nations, as well as those in 
transition to market 
economies. 

The IFC will increase staff 


in 16 countries, including 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Mon- 
golia, Kazakstan, several 
small island nations in the 
Caribbean as well as the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The corporation has also 
created a $40 million small 
enterprise fund to support 
small-scale investments in 




i , ! \i«\ , 


■ i< ,i i\ 




l> 

4 


n 

• j 

A 


i 




51 




RtUTERS t 


■.Trrr^^ 

J ! 


The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 7/10/96 19:28 


Oirn-fiv. isl) PFM f;B>» CHK JPV CAD I1L M.p FkF 


US Dollar 
GB Sterllfng 
JP Yea 



- 

1.5315 

0.6396 

1.2560 

111.28 

1.3531 

1515.75 

1.7178 

5.1715 

;:l>,g53Q 


0.4172 

0.8200' 

72.86 

0.8831 

989.07 

1.1216 

3.3764 

1.5635 

1.5635 

- 

1.9626 

173.64 

2.1156 

2369.88 

2.6858 

8.0856 

■ ft?962 

421-84' 
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86.56 

■1.0765 

1205.85 

138.89 

4.1142 

0.0090 

1.3754 

0.5741 

1.1280 

. 

1.2152 

13.61 

154.27 

4.6444 

.0-7.390. 

' 1.1203' 

.0-48.90 

0.9179 

'1.22 

. - • 

1114.12 

1.2566 ' 

3,7934 

0.0007 

1.0098 

0.4215 

0.0828 

1364.07 

0.8922 

- 

11.33 

3.4099 

0^821 

• sslio 

0.3719 

73.11 

64.72 

0.7872 

882.07 

- 

3.00B8 

0.1934 
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21.49 
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Energy • 

Brent 

24.70 

24.60 
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: 24.70' 

Bony 

24.70 
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200.00 

200.00 


Metal Prices 


Bid Oiler. 


Gold (oz's) 

m&'i&xi 

Platinum (oz's) 
^L^'Kiont>ii)v 
CU <3 Months) 

Lead (3 Months) 


380.7 
'4.88; ' 

384.5 
1335" 
1903 
5 4025. V 
787 

7020:1 


381.2 

i;V4J- 

385.5 
• 1338 ’ 
1908 
.''1.025 
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SA Rival 

0.2666 

0.4086 

0.17054 

0.33517 

29.6903 

A£ Dirham 

0.2724 

0A174 

0.1742 

0.34237 

30.3278 

KW Dinar 

3.3333 

5.10725 

2.13174 

4.18936 

371.195 

. BHpfnar 

0.3770 

4.06504 

1.69664 

3.33444 

295334 

CY Pound 

2.1344 

3.2684 

1.3643 

2.6804 

237.419 

Currency Deposit Rules 
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USD 

5.18 

5J1 

5.43 

5.50 

5.68 


GBP 

5.66 

' 5.81 

5.72 

6.00 

'6.12 • 


JPY 

0.37 

0.37 

0.37 

0.43 

0.56 


DEM 

3.00 

..3.03 

3.03 

.3.05 

3.10 


FRF 

3.31 

3.40 

3.46 

3.50 

3.56 


. CHF. 

1.25 

s 1.31. 

1.31 

1.37 • 

• '1.52 


ITL 

8J8 

7.92 

7.66 

7.52 

7.5(3 
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NcirYork 

DOW JONES 

5987.27 

-5.59 

-0.09 

6002.17 

5980.56 
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704.17 

701.39 
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4024.8 


NIKKrE225 

• .21161.01 
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the new regions. 

The IFC, which increased 
iLs membership this year to 
170, reported an 84 per cent 
increase in net income over 
fiscal 1995 to S345.S mil- 
lion. 

The corporation approved 
projects in 68 countries in 
fiscal 1996, with sub-Saha- 
ran Africa the beneficiary of 
71 programmes, the most of 
any region. 

IFC investment in 

agribusiness and food pro- 
cessing continued to 

expand, according to the 
report, which also highlight- 
ed the corporation's involve- 
ment in infrastructure, envi- 
ronmental and privatisation 
projects. 

In Kenya for example the 
IFC advised authorities han- 
dling the privatisation of 
Kenya Airways, the second 
largest such operation in 
sub-Sahuran Africa. 

Overall, Africa south of 
the Sahara received SI 74 
million in financing from 
the IFC for 7 1 projects in 20 
countries. The report said 42 
of the projects costing S46 
million in 13 countries 
helped creare or preserve 
1 9.000 jobs. 

In Asia, the IFC approved 
financing worth S8SS mil- 
lion on its own account and 
arranged an additional 
$1,885 billion through loan 
syndications for 53 projects 
in 12 countries. 

The report said the sharp 
increase in the value of 
Asian investment over 1995, 
when a total of $691 million 
was committed, “reflects the 
continuing brisk pace of 
economic growth, in Asia, 
which continued lo outpace 
all other developing and 
developed regions’* 

Central Asia, the Middle 
Hast and North Africa 
received $517 million in 
direct IFC financing for 38 
projects, along with $381 
million through DFC- 
mobilised syndicates. 

The corporation commit- 
ted $406 million to 38 pro- 
jects in 13 countries in 
Europe. 

In Latin America and the 
Caribbean, IFC direct 
investment in 63 projects in 
14 countries was valued at 
$1.3 billion in fiscal 1996. 
An additional $2.4 billion 
was raised through syndi- 
cates. 



Jordan seeks investors 
for 25 projects valued at $4b 

** JORDAN WILL present 25 projects, valued at $4 
billion, at the Cairo economic summit next month. 
According to Yousef Mansour, a member of the steer- 
ing committee that is preparing for the summit, the 
projects are spread as follows: 

A) Three energy projects that comprise raising the 
power output in the Kingdom, expanding the petrole- 
um refinery in Zanqa and exploring for oil ana gas. 

B ) Eight projects in the industrial and mining sec- 
tors, namely: To produce magnesium, magnesium 
oxide, potassium sulphate, potassium nitrate and to 
explore for glass, sand. gold, copper aud caoline. 

C) Six transport projects comprising the privatisa- 
tion of the Aqaba Railway, the construction of railway 
between Amman and Zarqa. the development of 
Aqaba Airport (peace airport! and industrial ports, the 
building of a water barrier in Aqaba and the construc- 

*don of a transport centre at the Aqaba port. 

D) Five communication projects comprising paging 
service, public phones, cellular, phones tatter the 
expiry ofthe concession to the present company) and 
data communications. 

E) Two tourism projects the first of which is devel- 
oping the southern cost of Aqaba as the government 
will be improving the infrastructure in that area. This 
Aqaba project aims at establishing an international 
touristic centre during a 10-year period as touristic 
cities will be built at Ras Yamaniyeh in the north and 
Qaboos touristic village in the centre and a touristic 
spa in the south in addition to an entertainment city. 

The second project will be at the Dead Sea and will 
include the areas of Suweimeh, Zara and AI Mazraah. 
The project which will be set up during a 14-year 
period and which will include a camping urea, will 
provide 36,900 beds. 

F) One project to carry water from Al Disi area to 
Amman to improve the water quality and increase the 
amount for the capital. 

Dr. Mansour stressed that the government will work 
to present Jordan at its best to world investors. He 
explained that the projects and a summary have been 
printed in booklets in addition to a book containing 
expanded and derailed information about investment 

in Jordan. . , 

He pointed out that the committee selected the pro- 
jects according to their importance to the Kingdom 
and their ability to attract private investment taking 
into consideration that the projects would be prof- 
itable and open for financing (Al Dustour). 
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DA JAN I 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops ) 
6th circle, Amman . j 



m 

FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In AJ Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 j 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality! in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
oor shop and get:- 


JUMBO pftoco 
30% 


Wrmm moimrgm- 

20 x 30 an 


Shmeanu.Opp. Grindlayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



g SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

829882-829883 




1E«L I STATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

| , Deluxe Villrts 


■) Apnanmeru's 
in Amman 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 

\ EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 

( SPECIAL, PRICES 'j 

Ifor longterm - SIAYJ 


-ABDOLN- 

TEL. S10150, FAX 827113 


Francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 




FOR YOUR 

Advertisement 




I fmubJ^Cviswc 
ft 


Abdoun - Tel: 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


USAVE 


AUTORENTAL. 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 


"Lariiiilg the right to serve you, 
(wd every linn'.. 


Call 858874/5 


BIBI 

BOUTIQUE 

The best of N. Y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahari 
El/en Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

Tel: 856-900 

Next to Amra Hotel. 


Ha|>pi|tta|SEf 

“PtUiAoertie 

SmfiA 3 SifatU <% 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 AM - 1 AM 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Pmm Utbalne 

behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CROUnHOTH. 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOI 


•TEN MS COURT 


HEALTH CLUB 


• SAUNA & JACUZZI 


Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 



DOLLAR: 


MUTT A CAM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 


TO HDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION COLL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Eat. 223 


fa 

fa 


Leonardo da Vinci- 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner: 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tei.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vaflet Parting 
Reservation Required 












World Airlines Squash Tournament 

RJ defeats Lufthansa, New Guinea 


By Roufan Nab has 

Special ip the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Royal Jordanian's squash team Monday 
scored a convincing 5-2 win over New Guinea to record 
their second win at the 11th World Airlines Squash 
Tournament currently underway at Al Hassan Squash 
Centre. 

In other matches, Swissair beat Ansett New Zealand 6-1 
and British Airways crushed Cathay Pacific with a 6-0 win. 

RJ's team had won their first match of the six-day tourna- 
ment Sunday evening when they beat Lufthansa 6-1. The 
British Airways team also won 6-1 over New Zealand: 
Qantas defeated Ansett Australia by the same score and 
Emirates bear Ansett New Zealand 7-0. 

RJ Squash Club Chairman Captain Jawdat Abed Munem 
expressed his satisfaction with the tournament and the per- 
formance of the RJ team. 

“Everything is excellent. We are satisfied with our play- 
ers' performance and I hope that Jordan will secure first 
place." he told the Jordan Times. 

Captain Abed Munem added that World Airline Squash 
Federation will soon be based here in Jordan. 

‘it was agreed that World Airline Squash Federation will 
be based here in Jordan and that is a great move to promote 
Jordan international!.'' he added. 

Meanwhile guests of the RJ expressed their satisfaction 
with the tournament . 

Bob Ward manager of New Zealand team, told the 
Jordan Times that he was extremely happy to be here. 


Istanbul jumps Olympic gun 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — 
Istanbul aims to steal a 
march on its 10 rival 
cities for the 2004 
Games by putting out to 
tender work on a brand 
new Olympic stadium. 

“Whether we get the 
games or not we intend 
to go ahead with the sta- 
dium," Istanbul 

Olympic bidding com- 
mittee general director 
Yalcin * Aksoy said 
Monday. 

“The main motive 
behind this bid is to 
build a sporting genera- 
tion although we do. of 
course. acknowledge 
the impact the Games 
would have on the 
economy/. . ■ The ■ 
OlynJpics.'is hot a cara- 
van tharcomes for two 
weeks and moves on." 
he added. 

He said the Turkish 
Olympic Committee 
was stung into action 
after winning a mere 
seven votes when they 
bid for the 2000 Games 
in 1993 and went out in 
the first round. Sydney 
eventually beat Beijing 
for the Games by just 
two votes. 


“We realised we were 
not taken seriously. 
International Olympic 
Committee members 
thought we were simply 
in it for the publicity." 
he said. 

Since then the Turkish 
Olympic Committee 
has spent $20 million 
investing in projects, 
ensuring that work on 
new venues comes up 
to Olympic standard. A 
staggering S121 million 
has gone' into building 
1 1 new grounds and 
upgrading 16 other 
facilities in Istanbul in 
the last 36 months. 

“I think we can safely 
say we are serious.” 
Aksoy said. .. • ■*. 

Money from the state 
lottery, football pools 
and horse racing adds 
up to $15 million annu- 
ally for the Turkish 
Olympic Committee 
and the government had 
underwntten a provi- 
sional budget of $1.5 
billion for the Games. 

“After Atlanta we 
know the state's 
involvement is vital," 
Aksoy said. 

Turkey, which in 1992 


became the only coun- 
try to write the Olympic 
charter into its law- 
books. has also gained 
the approval of all but 
five of the 28 interna- 
tional sports federations 
for its proposed sites 
and competition dates. 

An IOC evaluation 
commission, on a fact- 
finding tour of the II 
candidate cities, visits 
Istanbul in two weeks. 
It will report back in 
January and a short-list 
of four or five cities will 
be named' in Mfcfoh. 
The -IOC/yotes for the 
2004 Games hosts next 
September. 

Athens. Buenos Aires. 
Cape Town. Lille 
(Francej. Rio de 
Janeiro. Rome, San 
Juan (Puerto Rico). 
Seville. Stockholm and 
St. Petersburg are the 
other candidates. 


Fowler, 
Matteo 
to miss 
Poland clash 


LONDON i AFP) — 
Liverpool pair Robbie 
Fowler and Dominic 
Matteo will miss England's 
World Cup qualifying clash 
with Poland at Wembley on 
Wednesday after injury 
forced the youngsters to 
return to Merseyside for 
treatment. 

Both missed training at 
Bisham Abbey over the 
weekend with Fowler 
again hit by an ankle prob- 
lem which had previously 
ruled him out of intema- 
. tional action. Matteo. who 
■' while -chev squad after*:; 
• tefamg in-some»aommand- * 
ing displays in the 
Liverpool backline this 
season, has had his hopes 
of a debut for his country 
shattered for the time being 
by a niggling knee injury. 

Manager Glenn Hoddle 
will not call in replace- 
ments just three days 
before the group two quali- 
fier. believing he has ade- 
quate cover within the 
remaining 21 members of 
his squad. 



••« • •% .'. w ;*»*• • •». 

Italian cyclist Nicola Minali (Cj wins the sprint finish ahead of Belgian Tom Stells (L) in the Paris-Tours cycle 
race. This year's race was the 100th anniversary of this French classic (Reuters photo) 
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“I am so glad that I am part of the tournament where 
everything is well-organised." 

Joe PygaJI from British Airways said: '* it is fantastic/’ 

Swissair’s Arlette Jost added: “It is so great to have a 
close look at Jordan's historical sites." 

The teams have the chance to see the best of Jordan's 
touristic sites during their six-day stay. 

The tournament, held under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. opened Saturday at Al 
Hussein Sports City with 17 international airline companies 
taking part. 

The hosting of the competition in Amman follows last 
year's title win for the Royal Jordanian (RJ) squash team in 
the 10th tournament in Dubai after a convincing 5-2 win 
over British Airways. 

The competition , organised by the RJ Squash Club brings 
together teams from the following airlines: Ansett New 
Zealand. Ansett Australia. Lufthansa. Emirates. New 
Guinea . Cathay Pacific, Hunting Cargo Dublin. British 
Airways. Qantas. Air New Zealand, Syrian Arab Airlines. 
Egypt Air. Gulf Air. Sabena. Singapore Airlines. Swissair, 
and Royal Jordanian. 

Royal Jordanian has two ieams participating. 

Team A includes: Captain Jawdat Abdel Munem. Yazan 
Addas. Wael Tabalat Mohammad Saeed. Qutaibah 
Hawamdeh. Yazan Abdel Raouf. Hamed Saeed. Sarnia 
Hunidi, Arwa Saeed and Rima Jawdat. 

Team B: Mazen Malar. Khaled Saeed, Zakaria Rifai. 
lmad Sharaideh, Hussein Shobaki. Abed Qader Raideh, 
Safwan Sharifi, Suha Bitar. Abeer Akasheh and Mai Bat. 
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Indianapolis Colts Quarterback Jim Harbaugh (4) is downed by the Bufaio Bills defense, holding him on a crucial 
third-down in the second quarter at Rich Stadium in Orchard Park October 6. Bills' Bryce Paup (95) at left with 
Mark Maddox (55), Jeff Burris (22) and at rear Sam Rogers (59) (Reuters photo) 

Bills beat Colts in overtime 


BUFFALO (R ) — Steve 
Christie's 39-yard field goal 
with about five minutes left 
in overtime on Sunday gave 
the Buffalo Bills a 16-13 
victory over the 
Indianapolis Colts, the last 
NFL team to lose this sea- 
son. 

Buffalo (4-1) moved into 
a tie with Indianapolis for 
the AFC East lead. 

Christie, who tied the 
game with a 37-yarder with 
15 seconds left in regula- 
tion, capped a nine-plav. 26- 
ryard dri ve Jhighlishted by 
/ backup ‘Todd" cSMs' II- J 


NFL STANDINGS 

American Football Conference 


Eastern Division 
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Indianapolis 
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New England 
NT' Jets 


Pittsburgh 
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3 1 0 
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0 89 66 
0 119 79 
0 125 1(U 
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l 


yard pass to Andre Reed on ■ fSgJS 


third down and an 11 -yard 
run by Darick Holmes. 

In Miami. John Friesz, 
making his first start of the 
season, threw three long 
touchdown passes — 
including an 80-yarder to 
Brian Blades with 2:03 to 
go — as* the Seattle 
Seahawks stunned the 
Dolphins 22-15 Sunday. 

Friesz, who replaced Rick 
Mirer at quarterback, was 
18-of-32 for 301 yards. He 
threw two touchdown pass- 
es to Joey Galloway three 
minutes apart in the first 
half and atoned for his only 
interception with the pass to 
Blades. 

The Dolphins (3-2) played 
without injured quarterback 
Dan Marino and lost their 
second consecutive game. 

In Baltimore. . Drew 
Bledsoe passed for 310 
yards and four touchdowns 
as the new England Patriots 
held off a furious fourth 
quarter comeback by the 
Baltimore Ravens to win 
their third straight game 46- 
38. 

New England (3-2) 
exploded for 32 points in 
the middle quarters, paced 
by Bledsoe, who went 12- 
of-13 for 149 yards and two 
touchdowns in the third 
quarter. The Patriots scored 
on five straight possesions. 

In Chicago. Brett Favre 
passed for four touchdowns, 
including a pair to Antonio 
Freeman, and Don Beebe 
returned a kickoff 90 yards 
for a score to lead the Green 
Bay Packers to a 37-6 rout 
of the Chicago Bears. 

Favre ’hit Robert Brooks 
for a scoring pass in the first 
quarter and passed for two ■ 
more touchdowns in the 
final 35 seconds of the sec- 
ond quarter, including a 
Hail Mary pass to Antonio 
Freeman, to give the 
Packers a 20-3 halftime 


Jacksonville 

Cincinnati 


Denver 
Kansas City 
San Diego 
Oakland 
Seattle 
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'2 4 0 116 "JW 
M 40 97 112 


Western Division 

5 I 0 144 93 

4 1 0 110 75 
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National Football Conference 


Eastern Division 


Washington 

4 

1 0 

103 

56 

Philadelphia - 
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2 0 

106 

111 

.Arizona 
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3 0 

82 
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Dallas 
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3 0 

87 

76- 

NY Giants 

n 

3 0 

58 

97 


Central Division 
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5 
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72 

Minnesota 

5 
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1 14 

92 
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2 0 
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87 
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45 
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Western Division 


San Francisco 

4 

1 0 

135 

62 

Carolina 

3 

2 0 

100 

71 

St. Louis 

1 

4 0 

75 

126 

New Orleans 

.1 

5 0 

87 

137 

Atlanta 

0 

5 0 

82 

152 


lead. 

In Detroit. Scott Mitchell 
threw three touchdown 
passes and ran for another 
as the Detroit Lions sur- 
vived three rushing touch- 
downs by Jamal Anderson 
to post a 28-24 victory over 
the winless Atlanta Falcons. 

Mitchell scored on a two- 
yard run 7:56 into the game 
and added a nine-yard 
touchdown pass to Brett 
Perriman and a pair of scor- 
ing strikes to Herman 
Moore in the second quarter 
to stake the Lions to a 28-0 
lead. 

At Minnesota. Warren 
Moon hooked up with Cris 
Carter for a pair of touch- 
downs and the Minnesota 


Vikings forced six Carolina 
turnovers, including four 
interceptions, to defeat the 
Panthers 14-12. 

The win kept the Vikings 
(5-1) tied with Green Bay 
for first-place in the NFC 
central. 

Moon completed 1 9-of-34 
passes for 209 yards and 
moved ahead of Dan Fouls 
into third-place on the all- 
time pass yardage list with 
43,105 yards. 

In East Rutherford. New 
Jersey, the Jets crashed 
again, losing 34-13 to the 
Oakland Radiers. 

Jeff Hostetler threw three 
touchdown passes and Joe 
Aska rushed for a career- 
high 136 yards for Oakland. 


CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Kevin Costner ... in 


CINEMA TEL699238 

plaza’ 

The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 


against the Rams ( 1-4), 28- 
II. 

Grbac connected with 
Popson on a one-yard 
touchdown pass with 3:59 
left in the first quarter and 
on a nine-yard scoring 
strike with 5:48 to go in the 
first half for a 21-0 lead. 

In Denver. John Elwav 
threw for 323 yards at$ 
four touchdowns, including 
three in 15-minutes, bridg- 
ing the second and third 
quarters, as the Broncos ral- 
lied from a 1 7-point deficit 
to defeat the San Diego 
Chargers 28-17. 

El way completed 32-of- 
41 passes for the Broncos, 
who lead the AFC West at 
5-1. He threw three TD 
strikes to fight end Shannon 
Sharpe, who had scoring 
receptions of 20, 20 and 
three yards, tied a franchise 
record with 13 catches for 
153 yards. 

In New Orleans. Jim 
Everett threw a six-yard TD 
pass to Torrance Small with 
1 :45 left as the Saints rallied 
to defeat the Jacksonville 
Jaguars 17-13 for their first 
win. 

With Jacksonville (2-4) 
leading 13-10. New Orleans 
(1-5) executed a nine play, 
69- yard drive, led by 
Everett, who completed 15* 
of-28 for 161 yards. * 9 
In Cincinnati. AJ Del 
Greco's 49-yard field goal 
just over seven minutes into 
overtime lifted the Houston 
Oilers past the Cincinnati 
Bengals 30-27. 

The Bengals had a chance 
to win the game on the final 
play of regulation but Doug 
Pelfry’s 41 -yard field god 
went wide right. Cincinnati 
won the toss and elected to 
receive the ball to start 
overtime. After a defensive 
stop the Oilers took over 
deep in their end and drove 
for the winning sepre. 


CINEMA 


TEL677420 


WATERWORLD NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6 , 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


CONCORD , 

CONCORD “1" 

FRENCH KISS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” - 

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Ammoun Theatre & Cinemaaj, 
V TEL: 618274 - 618275 ) 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. > 


NabiT 


Hisham' s 

TEL 625155 


Theatre 


PRESENTS i 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Right# 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call . 

^ 625155-640155 / 


Roman u 


The Raiders (2-4) held the 
Jets to a pair of Nick 
Lowery field goals before 
rookie Alex Van Dyke’s 
three-yard touchdown 
reception with 3:4$ remain^ 
ing. 

The Jets have- lost their 
first six games this season 
and 19 of 22 games since 
the 1995 season. 

In St. Louis. Elvis Grbac. 
subbing for the injured 
Steve Young, threw three 
touchdown passes — two to 
backup fight end Ted : 
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Wihdat move up to 5th; 
Ahh meet Qadissieh today 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN _ A1 Wihdat Monday scored a 2-0 win over AI 
Qoqazi moving up one place to fifth following the first of 
their postponed matches in the Premier League soccer 
competition. 

Al Wihdat still have two matches to go and have a chance 
to further improve their standing before the first leg of the 
competition is concluded next week. 

However, they have difficult opponents in their two 

* "If*?! 5 AI Ramtha and AI Hussein. 

AI Ahh and Al Qadissieh fight it out in another postponed 
match Tuesday with Al Ahli looking for a win that will 
enable them lo keep their place among the top three 

The other postponed matches include Thursday's match 
between Al Faisah and last placed Qoqazi who have yet to 
score a win. AI Faisaii are currently fourth with 13 points 
in the overall standings. 

Third placed Al Ramtha meet titleholders Al Wihdat Fri- 
day while Al Hussein play the last match of the first leg 
Oct 14 when they meet Al Wihdat in the replayed match 
which was halted last week because of technical irregular- 
ities. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Romania to replace injured Sabau 

BUCHAREST ( R ) — Romanian midfielder Ovidiu Sabau 
will miss Wednesday's World Cup qualifier against Iceland 
in Reykjavik and will be replaced by Basarab Panduru, 
coach Anghel Iordanescu said on Monday. M Sabau has a| 
pulled muscle. We had to call upPpanduru to replace him,” 
iordanescu said by telephone minutes before the team's 
departure to Reykjavik. Romania are heavily favoured to 
defeat Iceland, who lost 2-0 to Lithuania at the weekend. 

Vietnam soccer final disrupted 

HANOI (RI — Vietnam’s national soccer final was marred 
by violence on Sunday when the losing Ho Chi Minh City 
police force team attacked the referee. Television pictures 
showed a rough and chaotic game during which a succes- 
sion of injured players were carried off and nine yellowj 
and red cards' were shown. But the climax came after the 
closing whistle when players from the police team, defeat- 
ed 3-1 by the dong thap province side, pushed, kicked and 
punched the referee as be ran off the pitch. 

iZiege, Strunz out of German team 

BONN (R) — Germany’s already-depleted squad was fur- 
ther hit Monday when Christian Ziege and Thomas Strunz 
pulled out of the trip to Armenia for their opening world 
Icup qualifer with knee and back injuries. 'Hie European 
champions were already without several key players from 
their Euro 96 campaign including Borussia Dortmund 
libero Matthias Sammer and Bayern Munich defended 
Thomas Helmer. But now coach Berti Vogts has been 
'forced to rearrange his defence following the withdraw] of] 
Ziege and Strunz. Dortmund veteran Juergen Kohler, who, 
missed most of the Euro 96 finals because of injury, is 
[expected to Cake over as sweeper. Vogts has four uncapped 
{players in his squad and may give Borussia 
Moencbengladbach's defensive midfielder Stephan Pass- 
lack his international debut. 


Algeria return to form 
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JOHANNESBURG fR) — 
Algeria bounced back from- 
World Cup disappointment 
with a convincing 4- 1 victory 
over the Ivory Coast at the 
start of the 1998 African 
Nations’ Cup qualifying 
campai gn in Algiers on Sun- 
day. 

The one-sided victory — 
one of 14 qualifying matches 
played on the conment at the 
weekend — came just 
months after the North 
Africans’ shock elimination 
from the 1998 World Cup in 
the early qualifying round. 

Their 3-2 aggregate defeat 
by Kenya in June led to the 
dissolution of the Algerian 
Federation and a life ban on 
coaching in the country for 
Ali Fergani, a former World 
Cup hero who had taken 
Algeria to the 1996 Nations 
Cup quarter-finals at the start 
of the year.But a dominant 
performance in the group 
two match on Sunday, mas- 
terminded by acting coach 
Hamid Zouba, put Algerian 
soccer back on track. 

Ghana came back from 
conceding an early goal to 
Angola in group one in 
Accra on Sunday to triumph 
2-1 with the winner scored 
by English-based striker Kim 
Grant. 

Zam bia were also victors 
in their group seven 
encounter against Mozam- 
bique in Lusaka on Sunday 
but played a rear-guard 
action for most of the match 
after Kenneth Malitoli had 
given them a fourth-minute 


lead. 

Egypt were held to a 1-i 
draw by Morocco in group 
three in Cairo Friday while 
Zaire also drew at home 
against the Liberian team. 


Coppel 
to manage 
Man. City 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Steve Coppell is the new 
manager of first division 
Manchester City, ending 
the club’s 42-day search for 
Alan Ball’s successor. 

Coppell, whose playing 
career with Manchester 
United and England was 
cut short by injury, will 
travel north from his Lon- 
don home to meet chair- 
man Francis Lee and club 
officials. 

Coppell has taken the job 
after resigning as technical 
director at Crystal Palace 
just 12 days after current 
Palace boss Dave 
Bassett, who replaced 
Coppell as manager at Sel- 
hurstPark, turned down the 
Maine Road job. 

Coppell confirmed his 
appointment this morning, 
saying: “It's a terrific chal- 
lenge. I am delighted it’s 
settled and I can get on 
with the task ahead of me. 

“Manchester City have to 
be one of the best support- 
ed clubs in the country. 
Because of that, and the 
way the game is structured 
now financially, they have 
to be one of the biggest 
clubs in the country. 

“1 think it’s only a matter 
of time before Manchester 
City are back in the pre- 
miership among the big 
names. They have wonder- 
ful fans and we might need 
just a little patience.” 
Bassett George Graham, 
Bruce Rioch, Howard 

Kendall and Willie 
Donachie all turned down 
the offer to become City’s 
new boss. 

Lee said he was delighted 
with the choice of Coppell, 
who led Palace to promo- 
tion to the top flight and to 
an FA Cup final in 1990 in 
his first spell at Selhurst 
Park. 

“I like everything i have 
heard aboufSteve Coppell, 
particularly his ’record with 
young players and how he 
has brought them on,” be 
explained. 

“It has taken a bit of time 
to bring someone in but we 
were determined not to 
rush into a wrong appoint- 
ment 

“Steve was down to the 
last three for the England 
post when Terry Venables 
was appointed which 
shows how highly he is 
regarded,” Lee added. 

Coppell's first game in 
charge of City looks certain 
to be against Queens Park 
Rangers at Loftus Road on 
Saturday. 

The two relegated clubs 
stand 14th and 13th in the 
first division respectively, 
with city having been beat- 
en four times in their first 
five away fixtures. 

The Maine Road club 
were also humiliated 5-1 
over two legs by third divi- 
sion lincoln city in the first 
round of the Coca-Cola 
Cup this season. 


TO LET 

Super deluxe, spacious, furnished and integrated flat 
whose rent is to be paid annually and to be let only to 
diplomatic missions and representatives of foreign firms, 
located in one of the most prestigious sites of Shmeisani 
- next to the Malaysian Consulate. Superb 
specifications, brand new and luxurious furniture. 

Call Tel: 670486 
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Opening lead: Queen of O 

Follow the bidding and play of 
this deal, then decide who, if any- 
one, committed a gaffe. 

One elub is the correct opening 
bid even if you play four-card 
majors. No response by partner can 
cause a rebid problem. The rest of 
the auction is automatic. 

West's queen of hearts was 
allowed to win, declarer uddmr the 


ace on the second round. Tramps 
were drawn in two rounds, ending 
in dummy, and the remaining heart 
was ruffed hi the dosed hand. The 
dubs were cleared, and a diamond 
was led to the nine. In with the 
jack, West had a choice of losing 
plays. To continue diamonds would 
give declarer a trick in the suit, 
while a hurt or a dub would allow 
declarer to ruff in one hand while 
discarding a diamond from the oth- 
er. Either way, the defenders would 
get only one heart and two dia- 
monds. 

Declarer played the hand well, 
but East should not have allowed 
South that luxury. The defender 
squandered the most critical asset 
for the defense at the first trick! 

Suppose that, at trick one. East 
were to play the king of hearts on 
partner's queen. IT declarer ducks. 
East shifts to a diamond. West wins 
and exits with a heart, and eventu- 
ally will get two more diamond 
tricks to score a one-trick set 

If declarer wins the first trick. 
East can still gain the lead in 
hearts for the diamond play. Again, 
West will have a safe exit in hearts, 
so declarer will suffer the same fblr 
of losing three diamond tricks. 


World Cup qualifiers 

Italy meet Georgia, England face Poland 
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PARIS (AFP) — Italian 
coach Arrigo Sacchi took 
the plane home from 
Moldova knowing there 
was work to be done to 
make his side com 
for the World Cup 
two years time. 

Sacchi has confessed his 
tactical mistakes — a 4-3- 
3 experiment which went 
horribly wrong — and 
admitted the sub-standard 
display by his men in their 
laboured 3-1 victoiy on 
Saturday night in 
Kishinev. 

But four months after 
their miserable first round 
exit from the European 
Championships, be is con- 
vinced Italy will do better 
at home to Georgia on 
Wednesday, the night 
group two rivals England 
face Poland at Wembley. 

Sacchi's unheralded 
three-man attack lasted 
only 45 minutes, with sub- 
dual Parma striker Enrico 
Chiesa being replaced by 
Angelo Di Livio, and it 
took two goals in the last 
20 minutes to swing the 
match Italy's way. 

“We suffered a lor in the 
first half, because of what 
Moldova were doing right 
and we were doing 
wrong.” said Sacchi. “We 
came up against a side 
who were quick and had a 
good rhythm to their 
game. 

“They were always first 
to the ball, while we were 
not at our best, either indi- 
vidually or collectively. 
But we improved in the 
second half, and when 
Moldova began to fade, 
we were able to impose 
our game and our 
rhythm.” 

In fact, national pride 
was salvaged by solid per- 
formances from two men 
— Middlesbrough’s Fab- 
rizio Ravanelli, who drove 
borne in, early free-kick 
and a late penalty, and* 
Lazio’s Pierluigi Casir- 
aghi, who headed in 
Italy's crucial second and 
won the 86th minute spot- 
kick. 

But if the three-man 
attack was a flop, Sacchi 
cleared the third attacker 
from any blame. 

“It wasn’t Chiesa’s 
fault,” he said. “If any- 
thing, it was mine because 
I made life more compli- 
cated by forcing the team 
to qlay to a format which 
was* less familiar to them. 

Meanwhile Bobby 
Gould has vowed that 
Wales will bounce back 
from their 3-1 defeat by 
Holland the same night in 
Cardiff. 

Wales were brought 
crushing back down to 
earth after two easy wins 
against San Marino as the 
classy Dutch opened their 
World Cup qualifying 
campaign with an impres- 
sive win. 


But Gould insists Wales 
will take a leaf out of Hol- 
land’s book for the return 
match in rotterdam on 
November 9. 

The defiant Dutch 

showed a great resolve to 
bury the painful memories 
of Euro 96 when they let 
themselves down on and 
off the field. 

And Gould reckons 

Wales will adopt the same 
backs-to-the-wall mentali- 
ty in Holland. 

“We've been hurt, like 
the Dutch were hurt in 
Euro 96. They used it as a 
springboard and we will 
do the same over there” 
vowed Gould. 

Wales hope to have 
Ryan Giggs — suspended 
for Saturday's game — 
back for the Rotterdam 
clash, but Mark Hughes is 
ruled out by suspension 
after picking up a booking 
against the Dutch to add to 
the one he got in San 
Marino in June. 

“It’s God’s law” 
groaned Gould. “You get 
one back and lose anoth- 
er.” 

John Collins wifi skip- 
per Scotland for the first 
time against Estonia in 
Tallinn on Wednesday in 
the absence of the sus- 
pended Gary McAllister. 

Craig Brown on Sunday 
awarded the honour to the 
28-year-old Monaco mid- 
fielder after he scored in 
the 2-0 victory over 
Latvia in Riga. Darren 
Jackson hit the other in the 
78th minute. 

Collins will lead Scot- 
land’s search to complete 
a Baltic double on their 
group rivals, despite yet 
more selection problems. 

McAllister is banned 
after collecting his second 
yellow card in the Dauga- 
va Stadium — he was also 
booked in th^0-0 draw in 
Austria while midfield 
partner Stuart McCall will 
almost certainly not be fit. 

McCall came off at half- 
time against Latvia with a 
hamstring injury which 
may take a week to heal. 

The blows for McCall 
and McAllister takes to a 
fuD team of 1 1 the absen- 
tees for Brown as the 
squad fly to Tallinn. 

Out of his original plans 



Switzerland’s Stephane Chapuisat (right) tries to score a goal against Finland’s goalie 
Antti Nfemi during their World Championships qualifier in Helsinki October 6. 
Switzerland beat Finland 3-2 (Reuters photo) 


for this trip are Duncan 
Ferguson. Ally Mccoist, 
Gordon Durie. Kevin Gal- 
lacher, Colin Hendry and 
Eoin Jess, with three more 
having long-term injuries: 
Paul McStay, Scott Booth 
and Alan McLaten. 

“It is not clever but we 
just have to get on with it,” 
said bullish Brown. 

The Northern Irish could 
only manage a 1-1 draw 
on Saturday, which leaves 
them with just one point 
from their opening two 
games in group nine, fol- 
lowing the defeat by the 


Ukraine in August. 

Manager Bryan Hamil- 
ton now has a mountain to 
* climb — if he stays rather 
than take over the reins at 
Manchester City — uyin 
to help the Northern Iris 
qualify ahead of Germany, 
their next opponents, and 
the surprise packet 
Ukraine, who defeated 
Portugal 2-1 on Saturday. 

The Armenians got off 
to a flying start with a goal 
from 30-year-old French- 
based striker Eric 
Assadouryan. making his 


international debut, after 
just eight minutes. 

But Neil Lennon 

grabbed the equaliser 

before half-time when his 
shot was deflected, leaving 
goalkeeper Roman Bere- 
zovski wrong-footed. 

Then on Sunday, 

Switzerland edged Finland 
3-2 in Helsinki in group 
three, while Yugoslavia, 
now back in the fold, 
thrashed the Faroe Islands 
8- 1 at Toftir in group six to 
keep up their 100 per cent 
record after three matches. 


FOR SALE 

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 


Duty paid Renault 19. dark grey, 1996 
model, 5,000 km, fully insured, air- 
conditioned, stereo system. 
Price JD 12,000 — non-negotiable 
Interested persons can call 703620/1 


CAR FOR SALE 
UNPAID DUTY 


Excellent Condition Flat Croma 2000cc 
fully Automatic 93, price J.D 4500 . 

Tel. .865167 - 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 

WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, veranda, independent 
central heating, telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen 
and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664256 


Nido Lottery Prize 

Drawing of a Nido lottery prize took place on 
Sunday Oct. 6, at 11 a.m. with attendance of 
Mohammad Aqeel from Amman Governorate, 
Jordan Nestle Company and Al Nader Company for 
Advertisement and Promotion (Bobly Graphics 
Company) at Jordan Nestle Company in Amman. 
Mr. Hani Abdul Hadi Tantawi won the JD 5,000 . 




FOR 

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF CL 1994 

US $ 12,000 

Silver grey metallic colour, 19,000 Kilometres, 5 
Doors, 1800 cc, Power steering, 5 speed, 
Radio/Tape, Air condition/heating, Central 
locking. 

Contact Monica Abraham, 

South African Embassy, Tel: 811194 


Philadelphia Investment Bank 
requires for immediate 
employment Senior Officers 
as follows: 

A) Graduates from recognised university. 

B) Credit and marketing or operation 
experience in a foreign or major local 
bank for at least 5 years. 

C) Age should be between 28-35. 

Candidate may apply in writing to: 
P.O.Box 925993 

NOTE: No interview shall be conducted unless 

called for by the bank. 






-CRCHA/M tiOrEL- 


The Crown JTotel 

is 'Oh'oud to announce 
the openning 
of the modem 

Tennis Courts 
under Supervision 
of Expert Trainers. 

Farmembetships 
please call 758180/1 
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peace process 
could fuel extremism, 
Jordan warns U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS 
(Agencies) — The Middle 
East peace process is in 
danger of becoming mired 
in hopelessness. Jordan 
warned on Monday. 

“The violation of the 
sanctity of holy places, the 
closure of the territories, 
the denial of work opportu- 
nities.” and other Israeli 
policies are frustrating the 
peace process. Khaled 
Madadha. minister of state 
for foreign affairs, told the 
U.N. General -Assembly. 

Tens of thousands of 
Palestinians have been kept 
from jobs in Israel because 
of a seven-month blockade 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

In addition, recent vio- 
lence in those areas has 
killed 60 Palestinians. 15 
Israeli soldiers and three 
Egyptian soldiers. 

The gunbattles were 
sparked by the opening of a 
new entrance to tourist tun- 
nel near Muslim holy sites 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

“These negative factors 
have started to give rise to a 
sense of frustration among 
the peoples of the region.” 
reversing the hope that 
came with earlier progress 
toward peace, Mr. Madadha 
said. 

“If we allowed this hope 
to be lost, a new cycle of 
violence, instability, ten- 


sion, terrorism and extrem- 
ism will prevail in the 
region, as testified by the 
recent bloody violence," he 
said. 

He called on Israel and 
the Palestinians to seize on 
a “ray of hope” to prevent a 
collapse of the peace 
process which could lead to 
a new cycle of instability 
and terrorism. 

Mr. Madadha flayed the 
policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu for expanding 
settlements, violating “the 
sanctity of holy places" and 
refusing to implement 
existing agreements. 

He also" criticised Israel 
for halting negotiations 
with Syria and Lebanon. 

“In the midst of this 
gloom which has started to 
engulf the peace process, 
there still exists a ray of 
hope and it behoves us, 
both Arabs and Israelis, to 
keep it glittering with a 
view to securing a better 
future for our chDdren and 
grandchildren," he said. 

“For if, God forbid, we 
allowed this hope to be lost 
a new cycle of violence, 
instability, tension, terror- 
ism and extremism will 
prevail in the region, as wit- 
nessed during x the recent 
bloody incidents." 

“Let us get back to work- 
ing together in order not to 


kill this baby in its cradle, 
and kill along with it our 
people's chances for a bet- 
ter life, which loomed on 
the horizon after decades of 
death and destruction,” he 
said. 

He also expressed con- 
cern about the fate of some 
three and a half milli on 
Palestinian refugees, of 
whom one and a half mil- 
lion live in Jordan, saying 
that the problem was a 
potential “time bomb" for 
the region. . 

“It is regrettable that the 
international community 
has not given this impor- 
tant political and humani- 
tarian problem its due 
attention,” he said, pointing 
to the financial problems 
afflicting the U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency. 

Mr. ' Madadha said that 
Jordan was compelled to 
pay $300 million annually 
to help the refugees on its 
soil. 

"As long as it remains 
without a radical solution, 
this problem will continue 
to constitute a time bomb in 
the context of the peace 
process... in view of its sig- 
nificant humanitarian and 
political dimensions," he 
said. 


Mosque opens in Knesset; 
legislators plan to speak 
in Arabic on the floor 


TEL AVIV i API — Arab 
legislators . opened a 
mosque in the Knesset, 
Israel's parliament, on 
Monday, and said they 
would speak in Arabic on 
the Knesset floor. 

“The Arab public in 
Israel has reached a stage of 
maturity, a feeling of inde- 
pendence, and is demand- 
ing its rights," said lawmak- 
er Abdul Malik Dahamshe 
of the United Arab List. 

“Not only equal budgets, 
but also the right to use its 
language, not surreptitious- 
ly, but openly.” 

Arabic is one of Israel’s 
two official languages, but 
most official events are con- 
ducted only in Hebrew. 

Mr. Dahamshe said the 1 1 
Arab legislators will contin- 
ue making some speeches 
in Hebrew, “but we want 
the Arabic language to 
become acceptable as a 
matter of routine." 

Hashem Mahamid. a leg- 
islator from Hadash. the 
former Communist Party, 
said Arab legislators speak 
mostly in Hebrew in order 
to influence those who do 
not t speak Arabic. 

“However, it's time they 
learned.” he said, suggest- 
ing that parliament should 
offer beginners’ classes or. 
translation services. 

There are nearly one mil- 
lion Arabs in Israel, making 


up about 18 per cent of the 
country’s population. There 
are 1 1 Israeli Arabs in par- 
liament Eight are Muslim, 
although not all of them are 
religious. 

Mr. Dahamshe. who 
comes from the northern 
Galilee region, said the 
opening of the mosque 
"with God’s help ... will be 
a landmark on the road to 
coexistence and the Arab 
minority’s achieving its 
rights. especially the 
Muslim sector.’ 

The mosque was set up in 
a three-by-four metre win- 
dowless office on the 
ground floor of the parlia- 
ment building. The only 
decoration is a poster show- 
ing photographs of the 
Dome of die Rock Mosque 
in Jerusalem and the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron, and a stack of 
rolled-up blue prayer mats 
on the floor. 

Two Arab legislators — 
Sueb Ahmad and Taleb 
San’ a — holding a black 
flag of mourning — were 1 
thrown out of parliament on 
Monday for heckling Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu during his open- 
ing speech. 

“Your policy is causing 
war.” shouted Mr. Ahmad 
— in Hebrew. 


PNA police 

reportedly 

arrest 

would-be 

bomber 


JERUSALEM (AP) — 
Security forces of the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) have arrest- 
ed a young Palestinian who 
was on his way to Jerusalem 
to blow himself up on an 
Israeli bus, an Israeli newspa- 
per reported Monday. 

Yediot Ahronot said the sus- 
pect was arrested last week in 
the Palestinian-run West Bank 
town of Bethlehem, eight 
kilometres south of 
Jerusalem. 

The PNA's West Bank secu- 
rity chief, Jibril Rajoub, 
would not confirm or deny the 
report. However, Palestinian 
police in Bethlehem denied 
they arrested a would-be sui- 
cide bomber last week. • 

Yigal Pressler, the prime 
minister’s advisor on terror- 
ism, issued a warning 
Monday to Israelis to be more 
cautious and alert due to intel- 
ligence reports that militants 
were planning attacks against 
Israel. Yediot said the 
Palestinian suspect was not 
carrying explosives when he 
was detained. The report said 
the man planned to pick up 
bomb-making equipment 
from supporters of the mili- 
tant group Hamas in East 
Jerusalem. 


Ttirkey denies links with Iran-held ‘spy’; 
Rafsanjani says no help for PKK rebels 


ANKARA lAP) — The 
Foreign Ministry on 
Monday denied that its 
diplomats had any connec- 
tion with an alleged spy 
arrested in Iran. 

“Such allegations of 
course are totally false. 
Turkish diplomats in for- 
eign countries do not 
engage in those sort of 
activities. It is out of the 
question.” Sermet Atacunli, 
the ministry spokesman, 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Atacanli said they 
have not received any infor- 
mation or request from the 
Iranian side on the issue so 
far. 

On Sunday the official 
Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNAl of Iran 
reported that Iranian author- 
ities had arrested a man on 
charges of spying for 
Turkey in the western 
Iranian city of Orumiyeh. 


The agency said the man 
was to seek the help of the 
Turkish embassy in Tehran 
if he encountered any prob- 
lems. 

His name or nationality 
were not given and the date 
of the arrest was not clear. 

It was the second spy alle- 
gation against Turkey by 
Iran in six months. 

In April, Turkey asked 
Iran to withdraw four 
Iranian diplomats implicat- 
ed in the assassination of a 
secular writer by a suspect- 
ed Turkish Islamic terrorist. 

In retaliation, Iran 
claimed that a spy ring bro- 
ken up by its police was led 
by four Turkish diplomats. 

The dispute between the 
two countries ended with 
the withdrawal of four 
diplomats by each side. 

Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said meanwhile that bis 


country will not authorise 
any activity against Turkey 
from Iranian soil. 

“Iran attaches great 
importance to keeping the 
peace and the security of its 
borders with Turkey,” the 
president said in a meeting 
with Ankara's ambassador 
to Tehran, Mithat Balkan. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, in talks with 
her Iranian counterpart Ali 
Akbar Velayati last month, 
asked for Iran to stop the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) from using its terri- 
tory as a base for cross-bor- 
der raids. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, quoted by 
Tehran Radio, called for “a 
high-degree of border 
cooperation" between the 
two countries. The meeting 
with Mr. Balkan took place 
at the end of the ambas- 
sador's term in Iran, the 
radio said 


Palestinians chant and caxry the coffin of Raed Ragheb, a Palestinian policeman who died Monday after being wound- 
ed in the last month's dashes with Israeli soldiers at Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip (Reuters photo) 

Hamas hopes for release of its supporters 
after intervention by members of Parliament 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Hamas 
movement on Monday 
expressed hope that seven 
Hamas sympathisers and 
supporters it says detained 
since late August would be 
released this week with foe 
return home of Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

Ibrahim Ghosheh. foe 
Jordan-based spokesman of 
foe Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
("Hamas), said the seven 
included university profes- 
sor Ibrahim Abu Arkoub 
ancl Abdul Aziz A1 Omari, 
editor of foe London-based 
Muslim Palestine magazine. 

The other five include two 
engineers and a student. Mr. 
Gosheh said. He did not 
give their names. 

“Contacts have been 
under way' with the prime 
minister for some time to 
secure the release of the 
seven, all of whom are 
Jordanians” Mr. Ghosheh 
told foe Jordan Times. 

“Now that the prime min- 
ister is back (from foe U.S. 


after attending last week's 
Washington summit), we 
hope that foe seven will be 
released this week, perhaps 
in the next two days.” he 
said. 

According to Mr. 
Ghosheh. none of foe seven 
has been formally charged. 

No immediate officia' 
comment was available. 

But local reports said a list 
of more than 50 people 
drawn up by foe Public 
Freedoms Committee of foe 
Lower House of Parliament 
had been sent to the Prime 
Ministry for a general 
amnesty by His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Most of those included in 
foe list are believed to be 
facing trial in connection 
with foe mid-August unrest 
over bread and fodder prices 
in foe south. 

Others include Leith 
Shbeilat, president of the 
Jordan Engineers 

Association, and Atta Abu 
Rishteh, a prominent 
activist of foe Hezb Al 
Tahrir AI Islarai (Islamic 
Liberation Party), both of 
whom are serving jail terms 
after being convicted of Iese 


majeste charges. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher was 
specifically asked about the 
status of Mr. Omari at a 
press briefing on Monday. 
The minister said he was not 
fully aware of the circum- 
stances surrounding Mr. ’ 
Omari's arrest but that he 
would make available the 
information to foe press 
soon. 

Dr. Muasher added, how- 
ever. that foe government 
had no role in foe detentions 
and that the matter was up 
to foe judiciary. 

“I don't think it is proper 
for me to comment on cases 
under investigations by foe 
judiciary." he told foe press 
briefing. 

Mr. Ghosheh said all foe 
detained were “sympathis- 
ers or supporters'* of foe 
Hamas group blit “none of 
them occupied any official 
position in foe movement." 

“All office-bearers of foe 
Hamas movement are in foe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
and there is no political 
office of the group outside 
foe Palestinian territories,” 
said Mr. Ghosheh. ‘The 


presence of the group out- 
side foe territories is limited 
to information offices, sup- 
porters and sympathisers of 
the movement who do not 
occupy any political posi- 
tion in foe group." 

Mr. Omari, said Mr. 
Ghosheh. was foe “director 
of the London-based 
Muslim Palestinian maga- 
zine. which started publish- 
ing more than 15 years ago. 
even before Hamas was 
founded." 

Hamas, which says its 
activities are limited to foe 
Palestinian territories, is 
not recognised as a legal 
movement in Jordan. As 
such, affiliation to foe group 
is illegal. However, the 
presence of foe Hamas 
spokesman in foe country is 
tolerated because he is a 
Jordanian national and he is 
not involved in Hamas' 
political activities. 

The Kingdom asked two 
prominent political leaders 
of foe group. Musa Abu 
Marzouk and Iyad Alami, to 
leave foe country last year. 


Reports conflict over 
detention of Jordanian 
businessmen in Bosnia 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Confusion on 
Saturday surrounded foe 
whereabouts of four 
Jordanian businessmen in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina after 
conflicting reports from 
Sarajevo said foe Bosnian 
authorities have deported 
28 people arrested without 
"proper visas" and that four 
of them were Jordanians 
and foe rest were Iraqis. 
Officials here expressed 
surprise over foe reports 
and said they were trying to 
establish foe facts in the 
case. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said in Sarajevo 
that foe deportation of foe 
Iraqis came despite fears 
that they could be forced to 
return home and face “per- 
secution”- from foe regime 
of President Saddam 
Hussein. 

The UNHCR contended 
that Jordan is not a “safe 
third country” as far as Iraq 
is concerned and that the 
deported Iraqis could face 
“further deportation" back 
home. 

But Jordan does not have a 
record of deporting Iraqi 
dissidents to their home 
country. 

According to foe UNHCR, 
the 28 included four 
Jordanian businessmen. 
The identities of the four 
were not immediately avail- 
able. The Amman Chamber 
of Industry and foe 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce — 
the two institutions which 
normally deal with most of 
foe Jordanian business- 
men’s visits to trade fairs 
abroad — said they know 
nothing of the affair. 

But a Bosnian government 


spokesman said ali foe 28 
were Iraqi nationals and 
that none of them objected 
to being sent back to 
Jordan. 

First reports said the group 
of 28 bad gone to Bosnia to 
attend a trade fair on a visit 
arranged by foe Bosnian 
diplomatic mission in 
Amman and that they were 
arrested on Tuesday, three 
days after they landed there 
on charges that they did not 
have entry visas. 

On Monday, Kris 
Janowski, a UNHCR 
spokesman, said foe group 
included 24 Iraqi and four 
Jordanians and that they 
were flown back to Jordan 
on Sunday aboard a charter 
flight 

Airport sources in Amman 
could not confirm or deny 
whether foe flight had actu- 
ally landed here. 

Mr. Janowsky said the 
Bosnian government 
refused requests from his 
organisation to interview 
foe group to see if they 
feared harm back home and 
were seeking political asy- 
lum. 

But Bosnian government 
spokesman Mirza Hajric 
said all 28 went back to 
Jordan of their own voli- 
tion. 

“None of them said they 
had any problem with being 
flown back,” said Mr. 
Hajric. “None of them 
asked for political asylum." 
When foe group were 
arrested a week ago, 
Bosnian police said that 
four were from Jordan, but 
Mr. Hajric insisted all were 
Iraqis. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher and Tra- 
nsport Minister Nasser 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kuwaitis vote in relaxed 
mood in assembly polls 


KUWAIT (Rj — Kuwaiti 
men voted on Monday in a 
relaxed mood, eating 
gourmet food offered by can- 
didates while some 200 
women demonstrated for 
political rights in foe emirate, 
which reintroduced a parlia- 
ment after the 1991 Gulf war. 

“We can't vote, do you 
want us to be denied food 
also?” joked a police officer 
as he enjoyed a lunch offered 
by a candidate and supplied 
by a five-star hotel. 

Police and military person- 
nel. Kuwaitis under 21. those 
naturalised less than 20 years 
ago and women — over 50 
per cent of Kuwaitis — can- 
not vote. Only a seventh of 
700,000 Kuwaitis can vote in 
the only parliament poll in a 
Gulf Arab state. 

Many of the Islamist. liber- 
al. independent, pan-Arab 
nationalist and pro-govem- 
ment candidates set up tents 
on Monday around polling 
stations to lure voters in with 
a free lunch and a last chance 
to influence their final deci- 
sion. 

“I do not have the figures 
yet but I could have spent 
more than a deputy’s salary 
for foe next four years...! 
have spent a lot of my own 
money.’’ said candidate 
Abdulla Al Roumi. The lib- 
eral Roumi is running a 
tough reelection battle 
against fellow’ Muslim Sunni 
and Shi'ite candidates. There 
are 25 constituencies in 
Kuwait with two seats for 
each. 

"This is foe nature of 
democracy in 

Kuwait-..Election campaigns 
are hot but on election day 
things are calm and foe com- 
petition is honest," he told 
Reuters. 

Political parties are not 
officially allowed in Kuwait 
where, after the parliament’s 
election, the cabinet will be 
formed by Kuwait's ruling Al 


Sabah family. 

During the month-long 
election campaign candidates 
offered a variety of political 
schools at rallies often fol- 
lowed by expensive dinners 
for thousands of potential 
male supporters. 

But women are trying to 
gain foe right to take part. 

“Equality and justice” read 
a banner held by a group of 
female activists in front of a 
polling station. 

Some Western diplomats 
say foe activists were mainly 
elite women with little grass- 
root support. 

"I think they are goine 
about it the wrong way." one 
said. 

“The right to vote and run 
for parliament should be their 
final goal not foe starting 
point. They should first seek 
changes and gain social 
rights and improve condi- 
tions for women, leading to 
their eventual participation in 
elections.” 

When asked if women 
should be allowed to vote, a 
supporter of an Islamist, trib- 
al candidate said: “We should 
not open foe door to sin- 
inducing practices." 

Although women's rights 
was debated by some candi- 
dates analysts "say foe main 
issues are security and foe 
economy. 

Parliament's political 
adviser Abdullah Al Shayeji 
told Reuters last month's ten- 
sion between Washington 
and Baghdad and foe October 
1994 Iraqi buildup on the 
border showed Kuwaitis how 
vulnerable their small coun- 
try was, pushing “genuine 
security concerns to foe front 
burner.” 

Some of foe new deputies 
are expected to press for fur- 
ther defence measures to 
deter Iraq, while also seekin° 
stronger powers to monitor 
state spending and tackle 
alleged corruption. 


36 million Indians 
are homeless 

m 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Some 36 million Indians are 
homeless, a figure that 
increases by one million a 
year due to foe country's pop- 
ulation explosion, a minister 
said in remarks published 
Monday. “Massive efforts 
and investment are required 
to meet foe housing needs of 
foe people." Minister of Stale ' 
for Urban Affaire U. 
Venkateswarlu told a seminar 
here Sunday. "The number of 
homeless is almost equiva- 
lent to foe combined popula- 
tion of Iraq and Afghanistan,” 
foe Times of India quoted 
him as saying. 

No poison in Italy’s 
parliament — official 

ROME (R.) — Poisonous ihe 
debates in Italy's parliament 
may be but the assembly 
insisted Sunday that there 
was nothing wrong with the 
food. An officia] statement 
from foe* Chamber of 
Deputies (lower house) said 
foe parliament snack bar 
would reopen Monday after 
being shut for two days to be 
disinfected. The closure fol- 
lowed foe discovery during a 
routine health inspection that 
two of foe snack bar staff 
were carriers of foe salmonel- 
la bacteria. The statement 
said tests had shown that they 
couldnot pass on salmonella, 
a form of food poisoning. 

Writers lead charge 
against German 
language reform 

FRANKFURT (R) — Some 
of Germany’s leading writ- 
ers, including novelist" 
Guenter Grass, called for 
reform of the German lan- 
guage to be abandoned and 
linguistic traditions to be left 
in peace. The authors said foe 
reform, agreed in Vienna in 
July by Germany. Austria, 
Switzerland and representa- 
tives of other German- speak- 
ing communities, was super- 
fluous and would merely cost 1 
money at a time when few 
people had cash to spare. In a 
so-called "Frankfurt declara- 
tion,” released to coincide 
with foe huge book fair in the 
city, they said the reform had 
been prepared by a “largely 
anonymous group of experts” 
and would cause “confusion 
for decades." Advocates of 
foe reform say it simplifies 
and standardises many 
ancient rules of grammar and 
spelling in foe language, 
making it easier for both 
natives and foreigners to 
master. 

Mayoral candidate 
in manhole cover probe 

BOGOTA (R) — Police 
briefly detained a Bogota 
mayoral candidate after they . 
discovered a number of man-* * 
hole covers in his truck. More 
than 14,000 of foe steel and .' 
concrete covers, the property 
of city hall and public utili* 
ties, have been stolen this 
year across foe Colombian 
capital. Pedestrians have 
been petrified by the new 
crime fad which has left gap- 
ing holes on the streets — 
one woman had to be rescued 
by police last month after 
falling 10 metres with her 
weekly shopping into the 
drain below. Carlos Moreno, 
who made an unsuccessful 
bid for the mayor's post in 
1^94 and will run again ifl. 
1998. was released after a 
short interrogation, a police 
spokesman said, “We found: 
him in possession of a nurn- 
her of manhole covers.. HfrV 
showed us a receipt and said* 
he bought them in good faith"-; 7 
The place was closed tcdajk:: 
so we still do not know how 
these covers came to be on 
s^le to foe public," ' the' 
spokesman said. 
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